Ecclesiastes 3:11

INTRODUCTION

Once upon a time (as the story goes)
there was a beautiful maiden, an

s absolute enchantress. She might be
the daughter of a king or a common
servant girl, but we know she is a princess at heart.
She is young with a youth that seems eternal. Her
flowing hair, her deep eyes, her luscious lips, her
sculpted figure-she makes the rose blush for shame;
the sun is pale compared to her light. Her heart is
golden, her love as true as an arrow.

But this lovely maiden is unattainable, the prisoner of
an evil power who holds her captive in a dark tower.
Only a champion may win her; only the most valiant,
daring, and brave warrior has a chance of setting her
free. Against all hope he comes; with skill and raw
courage he battles the sinister one who holds her.
Much blood is shed on both sides; three times the
knight is thrown back, but three times he rises again.
Eventually the sorcerer is defeated; the dragon falls;
the giant is slain. The maiden is his; through his valor
he has won her heart. On horseback they ride off
together to experience intimacy and fulfilment so
satisfying it's pronounced “and they lived happily ever
after.”

Why do stories like this speak to us? Why do we call
some stories good? Why does a man like a heroic
guy flick? Why is a woman emotionally stirred during
a chick flick? What is it about those stories?



Solomon hints at the reason in his book chronicling
his search for meaning and purpose.

T.S. Turn with me to Ecclesiastes 3:11.
Eccl 3:11-12

11 He has made everything beautiful in its time. He
has also set eternity in the hearts of men; yet they
cannot fathom what God has done from beginning to
end.

Every boy dreams of being the hero, every girl longs
for deep romance. Why, because the creator has
written it there. The story written there is one of great
love and loss, hardship and sacrifice, rescue and
restoration.

HEARING THE JOURNEY CALL BEGINS
WITH RECOGNIZING THAT

HE HAS WRITTEN THE
STORY UPON OUR HEARTS.

God has written upon our hearts.

Let's begin to chart the journey that lays
ahead for each of us.

That God has set eternity in our hearts means three
things.

l. In the story we find our identity.

Setin A.D. 180, Gladiator tells the story of General
Maximus Decimus Meridius (played by Russell
Crowe).

The emperor's son, Commodus, killed his father in
order to establish himself on the throne. He then
ordered the murder of Maximus and his family.



Maximus escaped, and the movie follows him as he is
sold into slavery, becomes a nameless gladiator, and
finally seeks justice against wicked Emperor
Commodus.

After Maximus wins a great battle in the Coliseum,
Emperor Commodus decides to meet this unknown
gladiator face to face. The crowd watches as the
emperor in full pomp strides with his soldiers onto the
sands of the Coliseum.

The emperor asks the simple question: "What is your
name?"

Maximus, streaked with blood and dirt from the battle,
takes off his helmet and says: "My name is Maximus
Decimus Meridius, commander of the Armies of the
North, general of the Felix Legions, loyal servant to
the true emperor, Marcus Aurelius, father to a
murdered son, husband to a murdered wife. And | will
have my vengeance, in this life or the next."

The crowd erupts with a deafening roar, while the
emperor visibly shakes under the weight of the true
identity of a man he thought was a mere slave. The
emperor flees the Coliseum, only to face defeat and
death later at the hands of Maximus.

In the story we discover both the good and bad about
our identity. It's easy to try to fool others about who
we really are, we can hide behind masks and
facades. But the story forces us to face the reality fo
who we really are.

A. On the Bad Side

Re-embracing the journey forces us to face
once again the ugly side of who we are.

Rom 3:23



23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory
of God, NIV

1. Lost
2. Captives
3. Prisoners

B. On the Good Side

Re-embracing the journey also leads us to see
once again who we are through the forgiver--
Jesus

Rom 5:6-8

6 You see, at just the right time, when we were still
powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. 7 Very rarely
will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good
man someone might possibly dare to die. 8 But God
demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we
were still sinners, Christ died for us. NIV

1. The loved
2. The redeemed
3. The rescued

T.S. When we know who we really are we are ready
for the second lesson form the story. We are ready to
discover our purpose.

ll. In the story we discover our

purpose.
A. Mission

2 Cor 5:18-20

18 All this is from God, who reconciled us to
himself through Christ and gave us the ministry
of reconciliation: 19 that God was reconciling
the world to himself in Christ, not counting



men's sins against them. And he has
committed to us the message of reconciliation.
20 We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as
though God were making his appeal through
us. NIV

B. Role
Rom 12:4-6

4 Just as each of us has one body with many
members, and these members do not all have
the same function, 5 so in Christ we who are
many form one body, and each member
belongs to all the others. 6 We have different
gifts, according to the grace given us. NIV

We have a role to play in the great story. We
are not just spectators, we have been given
gifts and talents and the forgiver himself expect
us to take our place and fulfill our role in the
mission.

Miracle dramatizes the true story of the 1980 US
Olympic hockey team. That surprised the world by
defeating the Russians.

With a proven record as the University of Minnesota's
hockey coach, Herb (Kurt Russell) is selected to
recruit and coach the Olympic team. During the
summer of 1979 amateur hockey players from
throughout the nation are invited to fly to Colorado
Springs for a week-long try-out. But after only the first
day of observing the wannabes, Herb identifies the 26
players he wants on his team. While those selected
are ecstatic, those cut are sent packing.

"Walter, every one of those boys was chosen for a
specific reason,"

"I've studied film on each and every one of those
boys. I've seen them. I've watched them. And I've



coached a lot of them. And the ones | haven't I've
spoken with their coaches and scouts in the area.
Now, | know best what | need to compete and the
team I've chosen is it."

lll.In the story we hear His call.
A. To join the story
B. To share the adventure

C. To fulfill or purpose
Jesus said it this way:

Matthew 4:19 "Come, follow me," Jesus said, "and |
will make you fishers of men." NIV

Luke 9:23 Then he said to them all: "If anyone would
come after me, he must deny himself and take up his
cross daily and follow me. NIV

Matthew 16:25 For whoever wants to save his life will
lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will find it.
NIV

Paul said it this way:

1 Timothy 6:12 Fight the good fight of the faith. Take
hold of the eternal life to which you were called when
you made your good confession in the presence of
many witnesses. NIV

Preparing for the Journey

GRAND CANYON NATIONAL PARK, Ariz. -- Two
young men arrive at the Grand Canyon's most
popular trailhead around 2 p.m. on a hot July day --
the hottest one so far this year.

With only one canteen of water and sandal-clad



feet, they tell rangers they plan to hike down the
Bright Angel Trail to Plateau Point, an inner canyon
spot that overlooks the Colorado River gorge.

They think the trip will take about four hours.

Not likely, says Peggy Kolar, a preventive search-
and-rescue ranger. It's a 12-mile trip, and a few
thousand feet down.

You have to be prepared for the journey.
o Commit to the trek
0 Be ready for anything
0 Look for the God moments
o Don'tgoitalone



