Ecclesiastes 3:11

Introduction

How do you picture Eden?

Was it a fantasy setting?

Do you picture pathways and flowers,
pools of water?

Or do you picture Eden in a more

abstract way?

For me | often picture Eden Like this.



THIS LENTEN SEASON WE NEED TO
HEAR THE JOURNEY CALL SO THAT
WE REMEMBER THINGS WERE ONCE
GOOQOD.

We were created to live in an entirely different way.
We need to remember we were created for more than
just a miserable existence and struggles we need to
remember what God in store when he made us.



Turn with me this morning to Genesis 2:4-25 and let’s
remember how it should have been.

4 This is the account of the heavens and the earth
when they were created.

When the LORD God made the earth and the
heavens-- 5 and no shrub of the field had yet
appeared on the earth and no plant of the field had
yet sprung up, for the LORD God had not sent rain on
the earth and there was no man to work the ground, 6
but streams came up from the earth and watered the
whole surface of the ground-- 7 the LORD God
formed the man from the dust of the ground and
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the
man became a living being.

8 Now the LORD God had planted a garden in the
east, in Eden; and there he put the man he had
formed. 9 And the LORD God made all kinds of trees
grow out of the ground--trees that were pleasing to
the eye and good for food. In the middle of the garden
were the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of
good and evil.

10 A river watering the garden flowed from Eden;
from there it was separated into four headwaters. 11
The name of the first is the Pishon; it winds through
the entire land of Havilah, where there is gold. 12(The
gold of that land is good; aromatic resin and onyx are
also there.) 13 The name of the second river is the
Gihon; it winds through the entire land of Cush. 14
The name of the third river is the Tigris; it runs along
the east side of Asshur. And the fourth river is the
Euphrates.

15 The LORD God took the man and put him in the
Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it. 16 And
the LORD God commanded the man, "You are free to
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eat from any tree in the garden; 17 but you must not
eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil,
for when you eat of it you will surely die."”

18 The LORD God said, "It is not good for the man to
be alone. | will make a helper suitable for him."

19 Now the LORD God had formed out of the ground
all the beasts of the field and all the birds of the air.
He brought them to the man to see what he would
name them; and whatever the man called each living
creature, that was its name. 20 So the man gave
names to all the livestock, the birds of the air and all
the beasts of the field.

But for Adam no suitable helper was found. 21 So the
LORD God caused the man to fall into a deep sleep;
and while he was sleeping, he took one of the man's
ribs and closed up the place with flesh. 22 Then the
LORD God made a woman from the rib he had taken
out of the man, and he brought her to the man.

23 The man said,

"This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my
flesh;she shall be called ‘woman,'for she was taken
out of man."

24 For this reason a man will leave his father and
mother and be united to his wife, and they will
become one flesh.

25 The man and his wife were both naked, and they
felt no shame.

.  Work without Frustration

Gen 2:15 The LORD God took the man and put him
in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it.

Let's admit it. A lot of times work frustrates us.



A. Things go wrong

lIl: Carpentry is great it can be very satisfying, etc
when you hit you thumb with a hammer, except when
you miss measure and you have to cut twice, except
when you frame up a door and it end up not plum or
square.

B. Sometimes it seems futile
Have you ever planted seeds and not have them
grow.

| planted corn in a small patch in my back yard every
year. | could grow all sorts of vegetables, but I could
grow corn. The futility of it was frustrating.

The vision of Eden was for work to be challenging and
fulfilling. It was a trust given us by God.

But often in our lives today work is frustrating,
dissatisfying, overwhelming.

How do you view work? How do you view the yard
work, the house work, the work on the job? God’s
plan for us was to experience work without frustration.

II. Community without Discord

Community is a sense of belonging and
connectedness. God created us for a sense of
belonging with nature and each other.

A. Community with nature

Gen 2:20 So the man gave names to all the livestock,
the birds of the air and all the beasts of the field.

B. Community with people

Gen 2:18 The LORD God said, "It is not good for the
man to be alone. | will make a helper suitable for him."



But we’ved missed out on that. If you think we have
true community with this world, go swim with the
sharks, go sleep with the bears. Go pick up a bee
hive. We’'ve missed out on the wonder of the creation
God intended.

If you think we really have true community with
people, go drive 40 miles an hours in the left hand
lane in Downtown Cleveland. Go park you car in
Downtown Detroit and leave the keys in it.

If we were living in community without discord would
nearly 50% of all marriages would fail.

We’'ve missed out! It was once good, very good, but
we’ve missed out.

lll. Intimacy without Selfishness
Gen 2:23-24
23 The man said,
"This is now bone of my bones
and flesh of my flesh;
she shall be called 'woman,’
for she was taken out of man."

24 For this reason a man will leave his father and
mother and be united to his wife, and they will
become one flesh.

We’'ve missed out on this too. We have husbands
that fight with wives over their rights, Wives that fights
with husbands over their rights. We have mothers
and mothers-in-law who can’t let go, who meddle and
interfere. We have father’s that don’t care. Absent
fathers, delinquent fathers.

Where we should be experiencing the greatest
intimacy our families often we are being robbed. But
it wasn’'t always like that. We were created for true
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spiritual intimacy that should be so close its described
as being one.

Do you struggle for intimacy in your marriage in your
family? Do you know why? You were designed for it,
but it's been messed up.

I\V. Fellowship without Barrier

Gen 3:8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound
of the LORD God as he was walking in the garden in
the cool of the day, and they hid from the LORD God
among the trees of the garden.

Sometimes it can be so hard to hear his voice—to
know his presence.

The Desert fathers fled the persecution of the towns
and cites of their day, to dwell in isolation, hoping to
catch glimpse of what it was like to walk with God
everyday, without barriers, with sins and attitudes that
get in the way.

V. Life without End

Gen 2:16-17 And the LORD God commanded the
man, "You are free to eat from any tree in the garden;
but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of
good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely
die."

Demographers have come up with estimates ranging
between 69 billion and 110 billion humans who have
ever lived on the face of the earth. Most estimates
are over 105 billion

That is a number that looks like this
105,000,000,000

All those people share one thing in common. They
died or they will die.



God's plan was for something different. Imagine life
without end. That is what we were created for.

We have been robbed.

THIS LENTEN SEASON WE NEED TO
HEAR THE JOURNEY CALL SO THAT
WE REMEMBER THINGS WERE ONCE
GOOQOD.

SUMMARY:

Work without Frustration
Community without Discord
Intimacy without Selfishness

Fellowship without Barrier
Life without End

CHALLENGE:

Why remember that things were once good?
Because Jesus the mighty warrior came to restore
what was lost in the Garden. He said he came that
we might have life and have it to the full. Do you
know what abundant life is? It is his promise that we
can have

Work without Frustration
Community without Discord
Intimacy without Selfishness

Fellowship without Barrier
Life without End

| don’t know about you, but that is what | want. | want
the fullness of the life he intended for us to have.

INVITATION



Are you dissatisfies with life? Are coming to realize
that you have been robbed? Do you want what God
has for you?

Today if you would like to recommit yourself to
journey of discovering.

Work without Frustration
Community without Discord
Intimacy without Selfishness

Fellowship without Barrier

Life without End

Or perhaps you want to take you first step on the
journey, then as we sing | invite you to come and pray
and ask Jesus the Forgiver, the Mighty warrior, the
savior to lead you to that full abundant life.



