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The Claim that the New Testament 
is Not the only Testimony. 
 

���������	���

��
�
��������������
���������	
����
� ���
�����������������������
����
�������������
���������	���	����

�����������
��������
�������������������

 �����
�����!�

��  "����������������#����������������
������ ����

$�  ����%���������������� �����������������

&� �����������'��#�������

������� �
(�����)���� ����

��  ����*�������������(�����������#�������
����%���������������

+�  �������������� �"���������������������� �
 ������
�������
���
�����������������
(���
���� �%�
����

,���������������������������
����������
�#���
���
�����#������ �������
�����-��

,����������������������������#�
�������	�.����
/��0��
��(���	�����1����#����������2-���

What Will We Say
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Resources AvailableResources Available

•Study Guides in 
the Worship 
Folders
•Posting Sermon 
Text notes on the 
website
•Webcasting the 
sermons in audio 
format.
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In the Da Vinci Code 
Dan brown makes claims 
concerning the truth and 
accuracy of the New 
Testament.  For instance 
on page 231 of the book, 
it states that there were 
over 80 gospels that 
were considered for the 

New Testament.  

The book also claims that Emperor Constantine 
dictated to the church which books were to be 
included in the New Testament at the Council of 
Nicea in 323 AD. 

According to Dan Brown’s “The Da Vinci Code”, 
Matthew, Mark, Luke and John can no longer be 
trusted as the historical records of Jesus, instead 
“The Gospel of Thomas” and others now present 
authentic scholarship for Christianity!  

How do we respond to this claim that 
the traditional gospels can no longer be 
trusted. So let’s throw them out and 
depend on the “new replacement 

gospels” for our understanding of Jesus Christ the 
Son of God.  

�  IN ANSWERING THE 
CLAIMS OF “ THE DA VINCI 
CODE” WE MUST BE 
PREPARED TO ARGUE FOR 

THE RELIABILITY OF THE GOSPELS. 

 

� IN ANSWERING THE CLAIMS 
OF “ THE DA VINCI CODE” WE 
MUST BE PREPARED TO 
ARGUE FOR THE 
RELIABILITY OF THE 
GOSPELS.
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What Will We Say. . .
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I. Claiming other Gospels is not new. 
Gal 1:6-9 

6 I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting 
the one who called you by the grace of Christ and are 
turning to a different gospel- 7 which is really no 
gospel at all. Evidently some people are throwing you 
into confusion and are trying to pervert the gospel of 
Christ. 8 But even if we or an angel from heaven 
should preach a gospel other than the one we 
preached to you, let him be eternally condemned! 9 
As we have already said, so now I say again: If 
anybody is preaching to you a gospel other than what 
you accepted, let him be eternally condemned!  

NIV 

Elaine Pagels states in her book “Gnostic 
Gospels”, “Today we read them with different 
eyes, not merely as “madness and blasphemy” 
but as Christians in the first centuries 
experienced them – a powerful alternative to 
what we know as the orthodox Christian 
tradition.” 

A. Do other Gospels Exist—YES 
· Apocryphon of John, (God is speaking to 
John) “I am Father, I am Mother, I am Son…I 
have come to you that you may know the 
things not revealed.” 

· Gospel of Thomas, “let Mary leave us, for 
women are not worthy of Life. Jesus said, “I 
myself shall lead her, in order to make her 
male, so that she too may become a living 
spirit, resembling you males.” 

· The Apocalypse of Peter, “And I said, what 
am I seeing, O Lord? Is it really you whom they 
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take? Are you holding on to me? And are they 
hammering the feet and hands of another? 
Who is this one above the cross, who is glad 
and laughing? The Savior said to me, “He 
whom you saw glad and laughing above the 
cross is the Living Jesus.” 

· Acts of John, “I will tell you another glory, 
brothers, sometimes when I meant to touch 
Him I encountered a material body, solid body; 
but at other times again when I felt Him, His 
substance was immaterial…as if it did not exist 
at all.” 

B. Are they reliable—NO 
Both secular and religious historians put very 
little confidence in these ancient writings. 

Most were rejected in their day when they first 
appeared. Why? 

An ancient document, in 
order to hold up under legal 
scrutiny has to have been 
written within 70 years of the 
event.  

Key: These were written at least 225 years 
after the life of Christ. Get this…in legal terms; 
this places all these gospels outside of the 
“Ancient Writings Rule”.  

C. Where did they come from? 
Most are written as alternative Gospel 
accounts written to support a heretical views of 
Jesus was. 

Standard of AcceptanceStandard of Acceptance

An ancient document, in order to hold 
up under legal scrutiny has to have 
been written within 70 years of the 
event. 

Key: These were written at least 225 
years after the life of Christ. Get 
this…in legal terms; this places all 
these gospels outside of the “Ancient 
Writings Rule”. 



 6 

II. Trusting the New Testament makes 
Sense 

The “new scholarship” being 
promoted in “The Da Vinci Code” 
disregards the 2000 years of 
scholarship that gives us our New 
Testament Today. 

A. Process of Textual Criticism 
The study of manuscripts or printings to 
determine the original or most authoritative 
form of a text, especially of a piece of literature. 

 

1. Do we have any of the original 
New Testament documents? 

2. Then how do we know for sure 
what was in the original 
documents? 

a) The number of manuscripts 
existing today 

b) The time period between the 
original document and the earliest 
manuscripts still in existence today 

For example, the book Natural History, written 
by Pliny Secundus, has 7 manuscript copies 
with a 750-year gap between the earliest copy 
and the original text. The number two book in 
all of history in manuscript authority is The 
Iliad, written by Homer, which has 643 copies 
with a 400-year gap. 

Are the Gospels Reliable?Are the Gospels Reliable?

Trusting the New Testament 
makes Sense

The “new scholarship” being 
promoted in “The Da Vinci Code”
disregards the 2000 years of 
scholarship that gives us our New 
Testament Today.

Process of Textual Criticism
Process of Canonicity
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Now this is a little startling: the New Testament 
has currently 24,970 manuscript copies, 
completely towering over all other works of 
antiquity. In addition, we have one fragment of 
the New Testament with only a 50-year gap 
from the original, whole books with only a 100-
year gap, and the whole New Testament with 
only a 225-250- year gap. I don’t think there is 
any question from all of these early copies 
what the original documents said. 

 

The great Greek scholar A.T. Robertson said that, 
“The real concern is only with a thousandth part of the 
entire text. This would make the New Testament 
99.9% free of significant variants.  

Professor Bruce Metzger, of Princeton, estimated 
that, “The Mahabharata of Hinduism is copied with 
only about 90% accuracy and Homer’s Illiad with 
95%. By comparison, the New Testament is about 
99.5% accurate.” 

B. Process of Canonicity 
How we got the books of the Bible officially 
accepted as Holy Scripture. 

1. What were the Qualifications 
for Canonization? 

2. Why were books randomly 
disregarded? 

·  On page 231 of the book, it states 
that there were over 80 gospels that 
were considered for the New 
Testament.  

·  This is Very Misleading Because: 
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·  Not all of them were gospels. Over 
half of them found, quoted from or 
rumored were only short 
manuscripts. 

·  · When the books were considered 
for the N.T. only 60 were reviewed 
including 27 books that make up the 
N.T. 

3. Didn’t Emperor Constantine 
declare which books were 
canonized at the Council of Nicea 
in 325 AD. 

·  He did convene the council. 

·  It did declared the NT Canon—
Formerly acknowledged at the 
Council of Hippo 393 AD 

·  We know from writings within the first 
century that many of the books of the 
New Testament were already 
regarded as scripture by that point. 

·  In the writings of Iraneus, A.D. 180, 
he attests the canonical recognition 
of the four Gospels and Acts, of 
Romans, 1 and 2 Corinthians, 
Galatians, Ephesians, hilippians, 
Colossians, 1 and 2 Thessalonians, 
1 and 2 Timothy, and Titus, of 1 
Peter and 1 John and of the 
Revelation. 

 

Conclusion:  Genuine New Scholastic discoveries will 
not contradict the earliest reliable documents and 
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manuscripts we had discovered over the past 2000 
years. 
 
Key Argument:  If next week a document was 
discovered that declared that Napoleon  was not a 
Frenchman but a Englishman, that he did not 
command troops, that he was not an emperor, but 
instead the owner of a small café in Paris, would 
those claims be accepted.  No.  Why? Because the 
earliest and best records all say that Napoleon was 
the emperor of France and that he conquered most of 
Europe before being defeated at Waterloo. 
 
Should we not apply the same standards of truth to 
the claims of Christ. 
 


