
 1 

What Will We Say
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The Claim that Jesus and May 
Magdalene were Married 
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�  IN ANSWERING THE CLAIMS OF 
“ THE DA VINCI CODE” WE MUST BE 
PREPARED TO ANSWER THE CLAIM 
THAT JESUS AND MARY WERE 
MARRIED. 

I. What is the Claim? 

Leigh Teabing, a former British 
Royal Historian and religious 
historian (216) is one of the main 
characters in the book and he says 
to Sophie who is the main woman 

What is the Claim? What is the Claim? 
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character: 

 

"’…if you view 
Jesus and 
Magdalene as 
compositional 
elements rather 
than as people, you 
will see another 

obvious shape leap out at you.’  
Sophie saw it at once. To say the letter leapt out at 
her was an understatement. The letter was suddenly 
all Sophie could see. Glaring in the center of the 
painting was the unquestionable outline of an 
enormous, flawlessly formed letter "M".  
’A bit too perfect for coincidence, wouldn’t you say?’ 
Teabing asked. Sophie was amazed. ’Why is it 
there?’ Teabing shrugged. ’Conspiracy theorists will 
tell you it stands for Matrimonio or Mary Magdalene. 
To be honest, nobody is certain. The only certainty is 
that the hidden M is no mistake.’" 243-45 

The implication of course is that Leonardo Da Vinci 
knew of the secret marriage and clearly revealed it in 
his painting of "The Last Supper". (236) 

The book also concludes that the proof of their 
marriage is a "matter of historical record" as well as 
the fact that Jesus couldn’t have been a bachelor 
because He was a Jew:  

Teabing says: "…the social decorum during that time 
virtually forbids a Jewish man to be unmarried. 
According to Jewish custom, celibacy was 
condemned, and the obligation for a Jewish father 
was to find a suitable wife for his son. If Jesus were 
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not married, at least one of the Bible’s gospels would 
have mentioned it and offered some explanation for 
His unnatural state of bachelorhood." 245 

Now the question is what historical records is Teabing 
referring to that record this marriage of Jesus and 
Mary? Answer, the documents found at Nag 
Hammadi that we know as the Gnostic Gospels.  

Teabing says that these Nag Hammadi documents 
are:  

"…the earliest Christian records" 245  

And that they "do not match up with the gospels in the 
Bible" 245-246 

And then he quotes a passage from the Gospel of 
Philip:  

"And the companion of the Savior is Mary Magdalene. 
Christ loved her more than all the disciples and used 
to kiss her often on her mouth. The rest of the 
disciples were offended by it and expressed 
disapproval. They said to him, ’why do you love her 
more than all of us?" 246 

Teabing notes that the word "companion" in those 
days, literally meant "spouse" (246)  

Teabing then says: "’I shan’t bore you with the 
countless references to Jesus and Magdalene’s 
union. That has been explored ad nauseam by 
modern historians. I would, however, like to point out 
the following.’ He motioned to another passage. ’This 
is from the Gospel of Mary Magdalene.’  
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"And Peter said, ’did the Savior really speak with a 
woman without our knowledge? Are we to turn about 
and all listen to her? Did he prefer her to us?’ And 
Levi answered, ’Peter, you have always been hot-
tempered. Now I see you contending against the 
woman like an adversary. If the Savior made her 
worthy, who are you indeed to reject her? Surely the 
Savior knows her very well. That is why he loved her 
more than us.’" 247 

Of course it’s Teabing’s 
contention that Peter is 
jealous of Mary. In fact, if you 
look back to the picture of The 
Last Supper, you can see that 
Peter has his hands at Mary’s 

throat. 

"But why was Peter so jealous of Mary?" you ask. 
Good question. Teabing says:  

"Jesus suspects He will soon be captured and 
crucified. So He gives Mary Magdalene instructions 
on how to carry on His Church after He is gone. As a 
result, Peter expresses his discontent over playing 
second fiddle to a woman. I daresay Peter was 
something of a sexist.’ 

’This is Saint Peter. The rock on which Jesus built His 
Church.’ ’The same [Teabing said], except for one 
catch. According to these unaltered gospels [the Nag 
Hammadi Texts/Gnostic Gospels], it was not Peter to 
whom Christ gave directions which to establish the 
Church. It was Mary Magdalene.’ 

Sophie looked at him. ’You’re saying the Christian 
Church was to be carried on by a woman?’ ’That was 
the plan. Jesus was the original feminist. He intended 
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for the future of His Church to be in the hands of Mary 
Magdalene."  248 

And then finally, Sophie, overwhelmed by all this new 
revelation exclaims,  

"I still don’t understand how all of this makes Mary 
Magdalene the Holy Grail." 248 

To which Teabing responds by pulling out a 
genealogy showing the Family Tree of the Tribe of 
Benjamin. The Tribe of Benjamin was one of the 12 
Tribes of Israel. I referenced this tribe of Israel in Part 
5 of this series in my message entitled: Is Jesus The 
Messiah? 

According to Teabing, Mary Magdalene was from the 
tribe of Benjamin, which made her a powerful woman. 
Why did this make her a powerful woman?  

Because according to Teabing: "Mary was of royal 
descent." 248 

According to The Da Vinci Code, there are two 
primary reasons why the Church wanted to cover up 
Mary and Jesus’ marriage.  

1. First because Jesus having sex with his wife would 
undermine His deity as being sacrilegious. 

2. And second, because Jesus was from a Royal 
bloodline as well, the Tribe of Judah in the line of King 
David. 

Teabing explains:  
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"It was not Mary Magdalene’s royal blood that 
concerned the Church so much as it was her 
consorting with Christ, who also had royal blood. As 
you know, the Book of Matthew tells us that Jesus 
was of the House of David. A descendant of King 
Solomon—King of the Jews. By marrying into the 
powerful House of Benjamin, Jesus fused two royal 
bloodlines, creating a potent political union with the 
potential of making a legitimate claim to the throne 
and restoring the line of kings as it was under 
Solomon.’ 249 

This royal bloodline was to be carried on by Jesus’ 
daughter Sarah. The fact that Jesus was a father is as 
Teabing declares:  

"…the greatest cover-up in 
human history. Not only was 
Jesus Christ married, but He 
was a father….A child of Jesus 
would undermine the critical 
notion of Christ’s divinity and 
therefore the Christian Church, 

which declared itself to sole vessel through which 
humanity could access the divine and gain entrance 
to the Kingdom of heaven." 249 & 254 

The now Pregnant Mary Magdalene was smuggled 
into France by Jesus’ uncle Joseph of Arimathea. 
Apparently, after Jesus was crucified, they felt that it 
was too dangerous to keep Mary in Jerusalem, so 
Joseph got her safely out of town. But make no 
mistake, Queen Mary and the soon to be born; 
Princess Sarah should have been the ones in power, 
not the Catholic Church.  

Nonetheless, according to Teabing: 
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"Christ’s line grew quietly under cover in France until 
making a bold move in the fifth century, when it 
intermarried with French royal blood and created a 
lineage known as the Merovingian bloodline." 257 
 
Now, some of you might wonder, "How in the world do 
we know all of this historic detail?" Well, Dan Brown 
tells us that:  

"Magdalene’s and Sarah’s lives were scrutinously 
chronicled by their Jewish protectors. Remember that 
Magdalene’s child belonged to the lineage of Jewish 
kings—David and Solomon. For this reason, the Jews 
in France considered Magdalene sacred royalty and 
revered her as the progenitor of the royal line of kings. 
Countless scholars of that era chronicled Mary 
Magdalene’s days in France, including the birth of 
Sarah and the subsequent family tree." 255 

II. BREAKING THE CLAIMS 
A. Who was Mary Magdalene 
according to the Bible? 

The Bible tells us that Mary Magdalene was a follower 
and friend of Jesus as were many women (see Matt. 
27:55; Mark 15:41). She was probably from Magdala, 
a village on the western shore of the Sea of Galilee.  
Mark 16:9 & Luke 8:2 both tell us that Jesus cast 
seven demons out of her.   

Matthew 27:45 tells us that she was present during 
Jesus’ trial and sufferings and John tells us that she 
was at the Crucifixion (John 19:25).  

Luke tells us that she watched Joseph of Arimathea 
bury Jesus (Luke 23:56). And after three days, Mary 
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and some other women returned to Jesus’ tomb, 
found that the stone had been rolled away (John 20:1) 
and they ran back to tell the disciples (John 20:2) that 
someone had taken the body. 

John also tells us that she was the first person that 
Jesus appeared to after His resurrection (John 20:15-
16) and returned to the disciples confirming the fact 
that she had seen the risen Lord (John 20:18). 

The Da Vinci Codes notes the Mary Magdalene was 
not a prostitute, but was the victim of a smear 
campaign launched by the early church.  Supposedly 
they sought to defame her to cover up a “dangerous 
secret.”  There is biblical evidence to suggest that she 
was a prostitute or that she was even sexually 
immoral.  There is also no evidence in the writings of 
the early church that a smear campaign was initiated 
against her.  A tradition arose in the third and fourth 
centuries that she was the woman caught in adultery 
in John 7:53-8:11. 

B. Was bachelorhood condemned 
and celibacy forbidden by the Jews 
during the first century? 

Dan Brown asserts that the first century social 
decorum would virtually forbid a man to remain 
unmarried; therefore, Jesus must have been married.  
(DVC, 245) 

It’s true that marriage was the norm, but nowhere 
could I find that being a bachelor was condemned or 
that celibacy was forbidden.   John the Baptist 
appears to have remained unmarried.  Elijah and 



 10 

Jeremiah were unmarried.  The Essenes forbade 
marriage.1 

Paul was a Jew and he was a bachelor. In fact, Paul 
promoted the celibate life as a gift from God. 

"It is good for a man not to marry….I wish that all men 
were as I am. But each man has his own gift from 
God; one has this gift, another has that."  

1 Corinthians 7:1 & 7 

C. Were Jesus and Mary Magdalene 
married? And if they were, would that 
somehow discredit Jesus’ claim of 
deity?  

The Da Vinci Code alleges that the New Testament 
excludes an important fact:  The marriage of Mary 
Magdalene and Jesus.  There is no reliable witness to 
this claim and even if it were true it would have little 
destructive impact tour faith since the NT neither 
affirms nor denies that Jesus was married. 

Was the word "companion" 
synonymous with the word "spouse" 
during the first century?  

And in regards to the word "companion" being 
synonymous with the word "spouse" cannot be 
established.  The third century Gnostic Gospel of 
Phillip, refers to Mary Magdalene as the “Companion 
of Jesus.”  Dan brown states that any Aramaic scholar 
will tell you that the word “companion” literally meant 
spouse.  (DVC, 246) 
                                            
1 James L. Garrow, The Da Vinci Codebreaker, p. 132 



 11 

The Only copy of the Gospel of Phillip is written in 
Coptic not Aramaic.  There is no evidenced that an 
Aramaic copy ever exisited.  Companion is derived 
form the greek word for Kiononos (fellowship) and it 
never required a sexual relationship or maritial 
relationship in it use.  

And if Mary was married to Jesus, 
what was her last name? 

D. Did Jesus commission Mary to be 
His sole successor? 

Dan Brown says that Jesus commissioned Mary 
Magdalene to be His successor not Peter. 

In the Gnostic writings found at Nag Hammadi, there 
is an alleged Gospel of Mary Magdalene. In this 
document Mary says that she had a secret vision of 
Jesus where He gave her knowledge that He had not 
given the disciples. And of course, Peter being Peter, 
wants to know what Jesus said to her. 

"Peter said to Mary, ’sister, we know that the Savior 
loved you more than the rest of women. Tell us the 
words of the Savior which you remember—which you 
know (but) we do not, nor have we heard them." 

"The Gospel of Mary Magdalene", The Nag Hammadi 
Library: James M. Robinson-General Editor, 525. 

Then Mary goes on to tell them that she saw the Lord 
in a vision and that He told her there is no sin but we 
make sin when we do bad things and that in order to 
reach the eternal silent rest of the soul (heaven if you 
will) one must pass through four powers.  
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There is only one partial heavily damage copy of the 
supposed Gospel of Mary Magdalene.  Whole parts of 
the document are missing.  At best Dan Brown makes 
a huge claim on the basis of very shaky evidence. 

Jesus didn’t choose any ONE person as His 
successor. Not Peter, not Mary not any ONE person. 

"Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and 
aliens, but fellow citizens with God’s people and 
members of God’s household, built on the foundation 
of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus 
himself as the chief cornerstone."  

Ephesians 2:19-20 

So of course Jesus didn’t choose Mary as His 
successor, He didn’t choose any ONE person. The 
apostles plural and prophets plural are aligned with 
Christ as the cornerstone which provide the 
foundation of the Church. 

E. Did a secret Society exist to hide 
this truth? 

Dan Brown claims that the Priory of Sion existed 
since 1099 AD and it was charged with protecting the 
secret of the Holy Grail.  In reality, the Priory was a 
club created in 1953 by Pierre Plantard who later 
testified under oath that he had fabricated the entire 
hoax. 

Dan Brown claims that the French word sangreal 
translated Holy Grail was derived from ancient words 
translated to mean royal Blood.   The secret of the 
Holy grail was that Jesus was married to Mary 
Magdalene and father children forming a royal 
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bloodline protected by the Knights templar.  However 
royal blood would actually be translated le sang royal 
in French not sang real.  

SUMMARY: 

There are no early or reliable manuscripts that 
indicated that Mary Magdalene and Jesus were 
married or that they had children.   

Mary Magdalene was a follower of Jesus and appears 
through out the gospels, but is never portrayed as an 
intimate lover or spouse. 

CHALLENGE: 

 

If you received word that you had inherited a position 
of wealth, prestige, honor and power what would you 
do? 

You would take advantage of it. 

The clearest argument against the “Royal Blood Line” 
of Jesus and Mary Magdalene is the failure of anyone 
to make a claim to the Mantle of Jesus.  His offspring 
would have risen up and demonstrated that they were 
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of this royal blood and destined to lead the early 
church. 

No one ever makes the claim. 

 

 


