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The Claim that Gnosticism is a true
Picture of Christian Faith.




IN ANSWERING THE CLAIMS OF
“THE DA VINCI CODE” WE MUST BE



READY TO REFUTE GNOSTIC CLAIMS
OF PROOF.

. What is Gnosticism?

they all believed they had secret
knowledge about the nature of the
universe and the origin and destiny
of humanity.

THE MYSTIC JESUS

A. Heresy with ancient roots that a
refuted false teaching on nature of
Jesus.

1. Blended pagan mythology,
Greek philosophy, Judaism and
Christianity

2. Emerged as early as the last
half of the first century AD.

B. Comes form the
Greek word for
gnosis,
“knowledge”

1. Devotees
attempted to
achieve



gnosis, a special level of insight
into the nature of the cosmos.

2. This Knowledge is found
within.

C. Basic Beliefs

1. Creator God was not the
supreme and true God.

Creator was “the Demiurge” an evil
deity who most Gnostics believe was
the OT God.

Jesus was sent by a greater higher
deity.

2. Since the universe was created
by an evil deity Gnostics believe
everything physical is euvil.
Most viewed sexuality especially the
woman'’s part in procreation as
disgusting and vile.
Therefore women were inferior and
unworthy.
Early Christian recognized the
Creator as both the God of the OT
and the Father of Jesus Christ.

3. Because the physical is evil,
Christ only appeared or seemed
human.

A “heresy later know as
“Docetism”

He was a mystical being that only
appeared human.



[l. BREAKING THE CLAIMS
Eccl 1:9-10

9 What has been will be again, what has been done
will be done again; there is nothing new under the
sun. 10 Is there anything of which one can say, "Look!
This is something new"? It was here already, long
ago; it was here before our time. NIV

A. The Claims of the Gnostics are
nothing new.

1. Paul may have been addressing
early Gnostics in 1 Tim 4:1,3
1Tim 4:1-3
4:1 The Spirit clearly says that in later times some will
abandon the faith and follow deceiving spirits and
things taught by demons. 2 Such teachings come
through hypocritical liars, whose consciences have
been seared as with a hot iron. 3 They forbid people
to marry and order them to abstain from certain foods,
which God created to be received with thanksgiving
by those who believe and who know the truth.

2. John was probably addressing
Gnostics in 1 John 4:2 and in 2
John 7

1 John 4:2-3

2 This is how you can recognize the Spirit of God:
Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has
come in the flesh is from God, 3 but every spirit that
does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God. This is
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the spirit of the antichrist, which you have heard is
coming and even now is already in the world.
NIV

2 John 7

7 Many deceivers, who do not acknowledge Jesus
Christ as coming in the flesh, have gone out into the
world. Any such person is the deceiver and the
antichrist.

NIV

3. Ireneaus was a First Century
Church leader who directly defend
the gospel against the attacks of
Gnostic teaches.

Irenaeus, (A.D. 130?-2027?), was one of the most
important thinkers and leaders in the early Christian
church.
In his principal work, Against Heresies, Irenaeus
attacked Gnosticism, a philosophical and religious
movement that adopted pagan, Jewish, and Christian
forms, and also criticized
Gnostic leaders (see
Gnosticism).
asserted the authority of
the Old Testament and of
several writings that later
became part of the New
Testament. Irenaeus argued for the authority of
mainstream tradition in the church.
upheld the authority of bishops to decide what is
true in matters of faith as a counter to Gnostic
claims to know the truth.
developed an important doctrine called the
“recapitulation of Christ,” which states that the



progress of human redemption is summarized in,
and sanctified by, the humanity of Jesus.

B. The Da Vinci Code inaccurately
cites and quotes the Gnostics.

1. Calls them the “earliest
Christian Records”

2. Speak of Christ in very human
terms.

“whose hands and feet they nailed to
the cross was not actually Christ,
because Christ did not have a body.”
Apocalypse of Peter

“The Body is bestial and will perish”
Book of Thomas the Contender

3. Gnostics highly valued women

“A curse on you who love intimately
with womankind and polluted
intercourse with it.” Book of Thomas the
Contender



C. The Gospels refute those claims.

1. Earliest records are likely
Galatians and James (45-49 AD),
the earliest Gospels are Mathew
and Mark (60’s)

2. Jesus is portrayed in very
human terms, he eats, sleeps,
weeps, fears on the gospels.

John 4:6-7, Mark 4:38, John 11:35,
John 19:28

3. Woman are valued.
Priscilla

Rom 16:3 Greet Priscilla and Aquila,
my fellow workers in Christ Jesus.

Phoebe

Rom 16:1 | commend to you our sister
Phoebe, a servant of the church in
Cenchrea.

Paul on women

Gal 3:28 There is neither Jew nor
Greek, slave nor free, male nor female,
for you are all one in Christ Jesus.

IN ANSWERING THE CLAIMS OF
“THE DA VINCI CODE” WE MUST BE
READY TO REFUTE GNOSTIC CLAIMS
OF PROOF.



SUMMARY:

The Ancient Heresy of Gnosticism denies that Jesus
Came in the flesh, and deems everything physical as
evil, including marriage and intercourse. Yet The Da
Vinci Code uses Gnostic writing to support it
assertions that Jesus was married to Mary Magdalene

CHALLENGE:

Eyewitness challenge: If you were a detective and
seeking to solve a crime at Bank One in Norwalk
whose word would have more credibility?

Eyewitnesses of the tellers, the managers and
the customers there at the time of the event

Someone living in WV who writes about the
event one year from now.



