MASTERS OF BOUMDLESS ADVANCEMENT

Keys to Success in Anything you Try
Josh 1:6-9

INTRODUCTION

The number of MBA degrees conferred annually has
seen explosive growth over the last few decades,
going from under 5,000 MBAs in 1960 to more than
100,000 MBAs in 2000.

Why because in the Business world without an MBA,
most individual’'s career will eventually plateau.

In our journey as followers of Jesus, many of us will
experience or can already testify of times when
spiritually they were at a plateau. Some individuals
will never go any higher without an MBA—Master of
Boundless Advancement.

In the next few weeks we are going to talk about what
characteristics make up the life of a follower who
keeps on growing. We will discover what someone
looks like who gets beyond the plateau.
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| want to start this week with asserting that there are
keys to our success.

The 8 KEYS TO SUCCESS: An Essay and
Thoughts on What It Takes To Reach Your True
Potential

KEYS TO SUCCESS in the Clothing Business

KEYS TO College SUCCESS.:
TAKING NOTES

KEYS TO SUCCESS in Value-Added Agriculture

KEYS TO SUCCESS Investing Basics
Fool.com

When it does come to Success we are all looking for
simple answers. We don’t want something that reads
like this.
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WHILE THERE ARE NO QUICK
FIXES, AS FOLLOWERS OF THE
FORGIVER THERE ARE SIMPLE
PRINCIPLES WE CAN APPLY TO
HELP US BE A SUCCESS IN
WHATEVER WE DO.

Joshua 1:1-9

1 After the death of Moses the servant of the Lord, the
Lord said to Joshua son of Nun, Moses' aide:

2 "Moses my servant is dead. Now then, you and all
these people, get ready to cross the Jordan River into
the land | am about to give to them--to the Israelites.
3 1 will give you every place where you set your foot,
as | promised Moses. 4 Your territory will extend from
the desert to Lebanon, and from the great river, the
Euphrates--all the Hittite country--to the Great Sea on
the west. 5 No one will be able to stand up against
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you all the days of your life. As | was with Moses, so |
will be with you; I will never leave you nor forsake
you. 6 "Be strong and courageous, because you will
lead these people to inherit the land | swore to their
forefathers to give them. 7 Be strong and very
courageous. Be careful to obey all the law my servant
Moses gave you; do not turn from it to the right or to
the left, that you may be successful wherever you go.
8 Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your
mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you may
be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will
be prosperous and successful. 9 Have | not
commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not
be terrified; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your
God will be with you wherever you go."

Success in our spiritual life is
only guaranteed by God
when we follow his plan for it.
There is a right way and a
wrong way.

“Oh wait Cory! You're
supposed to add the cereal
first and then the milk!”

|. Believe in your Destiny
Look God’s plan for Joshua with me.

1 After the death of Moses the servant of the Lord, the
Lord said to Joshua son of Nun, Moses' aide:
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2 "Moses my servant is dead. Now then, you and all
these people, get ready to cross the Jordan River into
the land | am about to give to them--to the Israelites.
3 1 will give you every place where you set your foot,
as | promised Moses. 4 Your territory will extend from
the desert to Lebanon, and from the great river, the
Euphrates--all the Hittite country--to the Great Sea on
the west. 5 No one will be able to stand up against
you all the days of your life. As | was with Moses, so |
will be with you; | will never leave you nor forsake
you. 6 "Be strong and courageous, because you will
lead these people to inherit the land | swore to their
forefathers to give them.

From a human perspective Joshua easily could have
doubted his destiny.

| was just Moses Aide.

How will I ever fill his shoes?

How will | ever lead these people?

How will we ever conquer these other tribes?

God specifically challenges Moses to believe in God’s
destiny for him. “Be Strong and Courageous.”

The Legend of
Bagger Vance is
a movie about a
mythical golf
match, set in
1930s
Savannah,
Georgia,
involving golf
legends Bobby
Jones, Walter Hagen, and hometown ace Randulph
Junuh. As a teenager, Junuh (played by Matt Damon)
had tremendous promise as a golfer. But after his
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World War | tour of duty, he is marred psychologically
and loses interest in golf. Content to gamble and
drink, Junuh is a recluse until his former girlfriend
invites him to join Jones and Hagen in an exhibition
match.

During the exhibition match, with four holes to play in
the final round, Junuh successfully overcame his
several strokes deficit and took a two-stroke lead. But
by the sixteenth hole, he trails again. On the
seventeenth hole, he slices his tee shot deep into the
woods. As he enters the dark forest to find his ball,
panic overtakes him. The steam evaporating from the
ground triggers memories of smoking battlefields
where he watched all his company die. His hands
tremble and he drops his clubs. Upon finding his ball,
he calls it quits. He remembers why he quit playing
golf and started drinking. Just then, Bagger, his
golfing mentor, finds him and asks which club he'd
like from his bag. He proceeds to tell Junuh that his
problems have to do with the grip the past holds on
him.

Bagger says, "You're not alone. I'm right here with
you. I've been here all along. Now play the game.
Your game. The only one you were meant to play.
The one that was given to you when you came
into this world. Now's the time!"

Joshua was born for a purpose. You were born for a
purpose, you have a role to play that matters in the
scope of eternity.

You are uniquely placed to impact someone Christ.
He has a destiny for you that only you can fulfill.
Jesus calls to us, I'm here with you now. Play the
game, your game, the only one you were meant to
play. The destiny | gave you when you came into this
world. Now’s the time. Fulfill your destiny.
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lI. Be Uncompromising in Your Walk

The popular Shrek movies
tell the story of a large,
green ogre named Shrek
who falls in love with the
princess Fiona. They
eventually get married and
then travel to the castle of
Fiona's parents in order for Shrek to receive her
father's blessing. The visit does not go well, and
Shrek and Fiona start to fight.

After disagreeing with Fiona's father, Shrek barges
into Fiona's chambers and starts throwing their things
together. As the newlywed's first crisis unfolds, their
voices get louder and louder until they're shouting at
each other.

Shrek says, "l told you coming here was a bad idea.”

"You could have at least tried to get along with my
father,"” Fiona replies.

"You know, somehow | don't think | was going to get
Daddy's blessing even if | did want it."

"Well, do you think it might be nice if somebody asked
me what | wanted?"

In a sarcastic tone, Shrek responds, "Sure. Do you
want me to pack for you?"

"You're unbelievable," says Fiona. "You're behaving
like a, a,"

"Go ahead and say it!" Shrek challenges her.
"Like an ogre!" Fiona shouts.
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Shrek yells, "Well, here's a newsflash for you.
Whether your parents like it or not, | am an ogre. And
guess what, princess, that's not about to change.”

Being uncompromising in your walk is being true to
who you are in Jesus.

It is being true to your destiny, to what He has called
you to be, to what he is making you to be.

Child of God

Co-heir of Christ-

Partaker of the Divine nature
Freed from sin

An overcomer

A saint

A light in Darkness

Salt on the Earth.

Appl: Are you committed to walking without
compromise? Are you committed to becoming what
Jesus has destined you to be so that you can do what
destined you to do?

[11.Be Committed to the Word

Discover its Truths
Applying Its Principles

The Word of God represents our master plan for life.
It is within it's page that we discover the principles
and guidelines that will make all the difference. Itis
here that we will learn and apply the secrets of
success.

When | fly | want a seat with great leg room. But with
privilege comes responsibility.

The flight attendant comes up, kneels by my aisle
seat and says, "Have you read the instruction card
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that tells you how to open the door in the case of
emergency? | need a verbal answer."

"If an emergency happens, I'll be depending on you to
open that door. Dozens of
other people will also be
relying on you, too. So are you
sure you know what's on that
card?"

Suddenly, she has my
attention.

It is my responsibility to read the instructions. Others
are depending on me.

It's our responsibility to read the instructions not just
SO we get out safely, but because other people are
depending on us.

Appl: Are you Reading the instructions or are you just
assuming you know enough to get by in an
emergency?

V. Be Confident of Your
Relationship

In our relationship with God we find the courage to
face everything life has for us and the ability to do
everything required of us in all circumstances.

In this relationship we are promised two things.
Source of Courage — Ability to Face
Source of Strength — Ability to Do

"Courage is being scared to death and saddling up
anyway."
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WHILE THERE ARE NO QUICK
FIXES, AS FOLLOWERS OF THE
FORGIVER THERE ARE SIMPLE
PRINCIPLES WE CAN APPLY TO
HELP US BE A SUCCESS IN
WHATEVER WE DO.

Recommit yourself today to the Keys to Success in
Life. The choice is yours.

Believe in your Destiny

Be Uncompromising in Your Walk
Be Committed to the Word

Be Confident of Your Relationship
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