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Extreme Makeover:  New Wrinkles. 

James 3:13-18 

INTRODUCTION 

Have you ever noticed how you can just look at 
someone sometimes and tell that something ugly is 
going taking place?  We sometimes just look at a 
person and see by their face that their angry, bitter, or 
resentful.  I don’t know about you, but I try to steer 
clear of such people.  Take a look at some of these 
faces. 

 

In our society wrinkles are associated with three 
things. 

Age—Expect older people to have faces lined with 
wrinkles.  They may try to hide them, but we still 
expect them.  As a matter of cat people who are old 
without wrinkles look strange to us.  Most of us don’t 
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find these wrinkles attractive.  We are not draw to 
them. 

Anger—we already read anger lines in peoples faces 
and we steer clear of them.  We don’t find these 
wrinkles attractive. 

Wisdom—But we are drawn at least in our stories to 
the type of person who is face is wrinkled with 
wisdom.  It is the reason that Gandalf the grey is 
portrayed the way he was by Tolkien.   

 

James indicates that part of the Extreme makeover 
that The Forgiver is doing in our lives lead us to 
heavenly wisdom instead of earth wisdom.   

�  ONE OF THE NEW WRINKLES THE 
FORGIVER WANTS TO CREATE IN 
OUR LIFE IS HEAVENLY WISDOM. 
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James 3:13-18 

13 Who is wise and understanding among you? Let 
him show it by his good life, by deeds done in the 
humility that comes from wisdom. 14 But if you harbor 
bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not 
boast about it or deny the truth. 15 Such "wisdom" 
does not come down from heaven but is earthly, 
unspiritual, of the devil. 16 For where you have envy 
and selfish ambition, there you find disorder and 
every evil practice.  

17 But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of 
all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, 
full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere. 18 
Peacemakers who sow in peace raise a harvest of 
righteousness.  

I. Earthly Wisdom   
14 But if you harbor bitter envy and selfish ambition in 
your hearts, do not boast about it or deny the truth. 15 
Such "wisdom" does not come down from heaven but 
is earthly, unspiritual, of the devil. 

Reveals it self in our live sin two ways 

A. Character flaws 

When we have embraced, earthly wisdom, 
unspiritual wisdom about how to deal with the 
difficulties and disappointment in life, it 
changes our character and eventually that 
character is revealed. 

1. bitter envy  
14 But if you harbor bitter envy and selfish ambition in 
your hearts 
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BITTER, from a root pik--, meaning "to 
cut, to prick," hence, lit., "pointed, sharp, 
keen, pungent to the sense of taste, 
smell, etc., 

ENVY is the feeling of displeasure 
produced by witnessing or hearing of 
the advantage or prosperity of others; 
this evil sense always attaches to this 
word, 

Bitter Envy is that cutting harshness of spirit and 
attitude that emerges when we think someone else 
got a better deal,  

When former Pittsburgh 
Steeler Lynn Swann 
achieved the pinnacle of 
individual success for 
every National Football 
League player—
entrance into the Hall of 
Fame—he expressed 
some feelings that had 

been on his mind for a long time. In his book Keep It 
Simple, Swann's quarterback, football-great Terry 
Bradshaw said Swann blamed him for not being voted 
in sooner. According to Bradshaw, Swann's words on 
that day of celebration were: "Bradshaw did not seem 
like he wanted to throw the ball in my direction. He 
has four Super Bowl rings. . .but could he read 
secondaries? I doubt it. What made Bradshaw decide 
not to throw more passes at the end of my career, I 
have no idea, no idea." 

Bradshaw commented: 
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And I kept thinking how sad it was that he chose what 
should have been one of the greatest days of his life 
to create this controversy. Why let the past spoil such 
a wonderful day? Instead of using that opportunity to 
release some anger, he should have enjoyed all the 
honors due him. He should have been thrilled. 

When a person is afflicted with bitter envy there is no 
satisfaction in life.  Let’s face it we can always find 
someone else that we think has it better than we do. 

There is an ancient tale about two people, one of 
whom was envious of the other. The envious person 
was once given an opportunity to ask a favor from the 
king, with the proviso that his rival would get twice as 
much of whatever he requested. This put the envious 
person in a difficult position. After much consideration, 
he asked that one of his eyes be plucked out.1 

Bitterness is like drinking poison and waiting for the 
other person to die.2 

Is your life wrinkled with Worldly or Heavenly 
Wisdom? 

T.S.  Second Character Flaw 

2. selfish ambition – 
14 But if you harbor bitter envy and selfish ambition in 
your hearts 

denotes "ambition, self-seeking, rivalry," 
self-will being an underlying idea in the 
word;  

                                            
1 Adin Steinsaltz, Simple Words: Thinking About What Really 
Matters in Life (Simon & Schuster, 1999), p. 

2 Ron McManus, minister 
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These are the people who think life is all 
about them, who are so self centered 
they will walk on anyone as long as they 
emerge ahead. 

When Virginia's Henrico County 
School system decided to get rid of 
1,000 laptop computers, they offered 
the 4-year-old Apple iBooks to the 

public for $50 each. People started lining up hours 
before the sale was to take place at the Richmond 
International Raceway. 

One woman was so desperate to hold on to her place 
in line that she wet herself rather than give it up. By 
the time the gates opened at 7:00 a.m., desire had 
built to a fever pitch, and "a terrifying mob scene" took 
place. Although most injuries were minor, a child's 
stroller was crushed, and an elderly man was thrown 
to the ground. 

Is your life wrinkled with Worldly or Heavenly 
Wisdom? 

3. Self Deception  

14 But if you harbor bitter envy and selfish ambition in 
your hearts, do not boast about it or deny the truth.  

Jesse Sandler was one of the 
winners. He ended up with an iBook, 
but not without a fight. Sandler beat 
people with the folding chair he had 
brought along. "I took my chair here, 

and I threw it over my shoulder, and I went, Bam," the 
20-year-old said nonchalantly, his eyes glued to the 
screen of his new iBook as he tapped away on the 
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keyboard at a testing station. "They were getting in 
front of me, and I was there a lot earlier than them, so 
I thought that it was just."3 

Is your life wrinkled with Worldly or Heavenly 
Wisdom? 

B. Lifestyle Reflections 

James would also tell us that those who embrace 
earthly wisdom have lives that reflect the 
consequences of those poor choices. 

16  For where you have envy and selfish ambition, 
there you find disorder and every evil practice.  

Clare Sheridan, journalist for the New York World, 
once interviewed Mussolini, the Italian dictator: 

What [she] remembered particularly was Mussolini's 
parting advice on what it took to succeed in life. 
"Above all, keep your heart a desert!" the dictator told 
her.4 

This is the lifestyle produced by those who have 
embraced Earthly wisdom 

1. disorder  
instability, i.e. disorder:  Contention, commotion, 
confusion, tumult. 

2. every evil practice.  
Foul, flawed, wicked Practice.   

                                            
3 John Beukema, Western Springs, Illinois; source: Chicago Sun-
Times (2-19-04) 
4 James R. Mellow, Hemingway: A Life Without Consequences 
(Perseus, 1994), p. 202 
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The Beat section of every newspaper is chronicle of 
the lives of individuals who have followed earthly 
wisdom rather than heavenly.   

�  Arrests & Abuses 

�  Fines & Failures 

�  Stupidity & Shame 

 

Is your life wrinkled with Worldly or Heavenly 
Wisdom? 

II. Heavenly Wisdom   
 
17 But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of 
all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, 
full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere.  

A. Character Developed v.17 
17 But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of 
all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, 
full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere.  

�  Pure – Relationship to Sin 

�  Peace-loving -- Relationship to Conflict 

�  Considerate  -- Relationship to Others 

�  Submissive -- Relationship to God 
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�  Full of mercy -- Relationship to the Lost 

�  Good Fruit -- Relationship to the Mission 

�  Impartial -- Relationship to Outcast 

�  Sincere – Relationship to Truth 

B. Lifestyle Demonstrated  v.13 

13   Let him show it by his good life, by deeds done in 
the humility that comes from wisdom.  

1. Actions 

Quantifiable 

2. Product  

18 Peacemakers who sow in peace raise a 
harvest of righteousness.  

Righteousness sown in Peace 

Quietness Rest Stability 

PROMISE:  Those who embrace Godly wisdom will 
discover peace and stability in their lives and as they 
labor for the harvest out of that peace and stability 
they will reap a harvest of Righteousness. 

Is your life wrinkled with Worldly or Heavenly 
Wisdom? 

Steps to Wisdom: 

Acknowledge the Difference between God’s 
Wisdom and Our Wisdom. 
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Ask for Wisdom 

James 1:5-8 

5 If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who 
gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will 
be given to him. 6 But when he asks, he must believe 
and not doubt, because he who doubts is like a wave 
of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind. 7 That man 
should not think he will receive anything from the 
Lord; 8 he is a double-minded man, unstable in all he 
does.  

Increase your understanding 

Partner with others in the Journey 

Prayer:  Jesus, those who discover heavenly wisdom 
find the peace and stability that I want in my life.  
Forgive me for all the times I have followed earthly 
wisdom. Help me to embrace the wisdom that leads 
to wise choices in my life that I might harvest 
righteousness.  Amen 

For further Study:   

1. Read the first three chapters of Proverbs and 
notice all the ways Solomon directs his son to 
embrace Wisdom. 

2.  Join a House Church:  they are great training 
grounds for living life together 

 


