January 14, 2007
Living as a Lighthouse
1 Thessalonians 1:2-10

INTRODUCTION

In January 1990,
inmates [of
Colombia’'s
Bellavista prison]
rioted after daily
violence
prompted prison
guards to walk off
the job. Local leaders called on the Colombian
army to intervene. But days into the standoff,
Oscar Osorio, a Bellavista convict who became
a prison chaplain, gathered a handful of
Christian volunteers associated with Chuck
Colson's Prison Fellowship International. Singing
hymns and carrying white flags, Osorio and his
volunteers marched in procession through the
prison gates, unsure if their lives would be spared

Osorio found the prison's public address system
was still working, so the chaplain boldly called
prisoners to repentance. Stunning prison
authorities, the inmates laid down their weapons.
The riot was over. But more than that, the killing
stopped and the gospel swept through Bellavista
like a holy fire. During the intervening 16 years,
evangelicals have embraced Bellavista as an
important place to help Colombians practice
mutual forgiveness and achieve reconciliation.



2 We always thank God for all of you, mentioning
you in our prayers. 3 We continually remember
before our God and Father your work produced
by faith, your labor prompted by love, and your
endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus
Christ. 1

The bold proclamation of the Gospel had
radically changed the environment of a violent
prison system. It produced true life change in the
lives of those who heard its message and
embraced it. It continues to impact hard dark
world of a Columbian Prison.

T.S.When the Apostle Paul visited Thessalonica
he bold proclaimed the Gospel and it had similar
life changing world altering results. This morning

we begin our discovery of how to

T.S.Turn with me to 1 Thessalonians 1:2-10

2 We always thank God for all of you, mentioning
you in our prayers. 3 We continually remember
before our God and Father your work produced
by faith, your labor prompted by love, and your
endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus
Christ.

4 For we know, brothers loved by God, that he
has chosen you, 5 because our gospel came to
you not simply with words, but also with power,
with the Holy Spirit and with deep conviction. You
know how we lived among you for your sake. 6
You became imitators of us and of the Lord; in

! Deann Alford, "New Life in a Culture of Death," tianity Today,
(February 2004)
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spite of severe suffering, you welcomed the
message with the joy given by the Holy Spirit. 7
And so you became a model to all the believers
in Macedonia and Achaia. 8 The Lord's message
rang out from you not only in Macedonia and
Achaia-your faith in God has become known
everywhere. Therefore we do not need to say
anything about it, 9 for they themselves report
what kind of reception you gave us. They tell how
you turned to God from idols to serve the living
and true God, 10 and to wait for his Son from
heaven, whom he raised from the dead-Jesus,
who rescues us from the coming wrath.

IN THE FIRST CHAPTER, THE
THESSALONIANS HELP US UNDERSTAND
WHAT A LIGHTHOUSE CHURCH WILL
LOOK LIKE.

|. Lighthouse living will be evident in
our character. 2,3

2 We always thank God for all of you, mentioning
you in our prayers. 3 We continually remember
before our God and Father your work produced
by faith, your labor prompted by love, and your
endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus
Christ.

A. Work Produced by faith
Involvement with advancing the
kingdom.

Appl: ltis a picture of people working in

children” ministry, discipling teens, hosting



house churches, building relationships with
neighbors. Itis a picture of people living
life together in a way that seeks to
advance mission—the kingdom.

Appl: Ask yourself this question is your faith
your religion, your journey with the forgiver
significant enough that it has motivated to
work for the mission. Living as a lighthouse
will be more than just an occasion visit on
Sundays to a worship service. Living as a
lighthouse will be evident what you work at
throughout he week.

B. Labor prompted by love

Want they did on behalf of each other
because of love.

The love word is agape

The Labor word is “chop” or cut to beat
the breast. Work motivated by
empathy for another. Costly work.

Engagement of our lives with the
problems, challenges and journeys of
another.

Here’s a word picture
for you. Imagine your
sister calling you and
telling you that your
niece was lost in the
woods behind their
home. What would
you do? What would
you do because you love your sister and your
niece?



Two things:
o We'd cry,

o We'd take action

Appl: Are you connected enough to
another group of believers that when one
suffers the rest automatically step up and
respond. Are you living life together with
others so deeply that there are things you
do purely out of love for another?

C. Endurance inspired by hope

Pressed on in face of what would make
others give up

In the movie, The Hurricane, based on real
events, Denzel Washington plays boxer
Rubin "Hurricane" Carter, a man whose
dreams of winning the title were destroyed
when he was arrested and convicted for

the 1966 murders of three people. Carter,
serving three natural life terms, channels his
frustration and despair by writing an
autobiography from his cell.

Seven years after the book is published, an
alienated black youth
named Lezara is being
taught to read by
three white mentors
who have taken him
into their Toronto
home. Together they
begin a long battle to
clear his name.

Lawyers point out that others have come



alongside in the past, but have become
discouraged and given up.

As sign of their commitment, they move
from Toronto to the US to be closer. They
put their lives on hold. In the darkest
moment, when Rubin Carter simply
suggests that they give up and go home.
Lezara’s mentors reply that they will go
home when they leave with him.

They had an endurance inspired by hope.

Appl: Are you willing to face the
challenges, climb the hills, overcome the
obstacles that may be in your way, our
way as we seek to live as a Lighthouse?

People in lighthouse churches are.

T.S. This first chapter teaches us an second thing
about lighthouse living.

ll. Lighthouse living will stem from
our encounter with Jesus. 4-6

4 For we know, brothers loved by God, that he
has chosen you, 5 because our gospel came to
you not simply with words, but also with power,
with the Holy Spirit and with deep conviction. You
know how we lived among you for your sake. 6
You became imitators of us and of the Lord; in
spite of severe suffering, you welcomed the
message with the joy given by the Holy Spirit.

What does the encounter look like in a
Lighthouse church? Paul gives us three
adjectives to help understand what type of



encounter we should be esxpecting if we want
to be a lighthouse church.

A. Powerful

dunamis (doo'-nam-is); force (literally or
figuratively); specially, miraculous power
(usually by implication, a miracle itself):

abundance, meaning, mightily 2

B. Convicting
plerophoria -- entire confidence:

(full) assurance. 3

C. Life Change cf. 9-10

9 for they themselves report what kind of
reception you gave us. They tell how you
turned to God from idols to serve the living
and true God, 10 and to wait for his Son
from heaven, whom he raised from the
dead-Jesus, who rescues us from the
coming wrath.

A light house church is filled with people who are
having powerful life changing encounters with

the Forgiver. There are no limits to what God can
do when people truly encounter him.

Beyond the Gates of Splendor  is a documentary
film that tells the true story of five American
missionaries: Jim Elliot, Pete Fleming, Ed McCully,
Nate Saint, and Roger Youderian, who in January

2 (Biblesoft's New Exhaustive Strong's Numbers andd®rdance with
Expanded Greek-Hebrew Dictionary. Copyright (c) 4,9Biblesoft and
International Bible Translators, Inc.)

® Ibid



1956 were speared to death in the jungles of
Ecuador by the Auca Indians, an isolated tribe
known as the Waodani.

At first, the missionaries found acceptance
among the Auca, but eventually they
experienced their fierce hostility.

In a testament to forgiveness, family members of
the slain missionaries returned to
live among the tribe,
evangelizing the very people
who had killed their loved ones.

Kathy and Steve Saint, the

children of Nate Saint, speak of

their own baptisms administered

by the Aucas who now believe.

Kimo, a participant in the killings

and the baptisms, refers to
Steve's baptism. "By his father's grave we did it
when Steve was a little older. It was right up the
river there. He brought his mother too."

Kathy says, "I was in the same water where my
dad's body had been thrown, and at either side
of me were the two men that in their youth had

killed dad. And all | knew was that | really loved
these two guys."

Appl: How would you describe you encounter
with Jesus?

Convenient
Warm and Fuzzy
Special

Nice or

Powerful



Convicting
Life changing

Appl:  Has your life been changed since you
encountered the Forgiver? Is it still being
changed?

Appl: Lighthouse churches are made up of
Lighthouse people. Are you one of those
lighthouse people?

T.S. We learn a third thing about lighthouse living
in this passage.

lll.Lighthouse living will impact the
world 7-8

T.S. The desire to leave a mark on the world to
impact it in some way is a part of heart of all
lighthouse church. The Thessalonian Church
didn’t just hope to leave a mark, they achieved
it.

7 And so you became a model to all the
believers in Macedonia and Achaia. 8 The Lord's
message rang out from you not only in
Macedonia and Achaia-your faith in God has
become known everywhere.

It will happen tow ways.

A. Model to others

tupos (too'-pos); from NT:5180; a die (as
struck), i.e. (by implication) a stamp 4

* (Biblesoft's New Exhaustive Strong's Numbers andd®rdance with
Expanded Greek-Hebrew Dictionary. Copyright (c) 4,9Biblesoft and
International Bible Translators, Inc.)
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Lived in a way that was worthy of being
copied.

Lived in a way that others wanted to
copy them.

Not just wanting out their lives.

B. Clarion for the message

execheomai middle voice
to "echo" forth, i.e. resound >

Clarion (from the Latin
word, clarus "clear,"
"penetrating,” "loud," "shrill")
is a type of trumpet used by cavalries as a signal
during war. It had a narrower, and perhaps
shorter, tube and produced a more acute shrill
and tone than the common trumpet.

A clarion call refers to a powerful request for
action or an irresistible mandate.

Others will rally and join the cause.
The Lord's message rang out

Appl: As a church we got a ways to go. We
have some things in which are probable a good
model of. We may have some things which we
do that inspire others to the cause. But Norwalk,
Huron County needs a Lighthouse Church. | am

° (Biblesoft's New Exhaustive Strong's Numbers andd@odance with
Expanded Greek-Hebrew Dictionary. Copyright (c) 4,9Biblesoft and
International Bible Translators, Inc.)
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looking forward to this study so that we can
become more like a lighthouse church.

SUMMARY

IN THE FIRST CHAPTER, THE
THESSALONIANS HELP US UNDERSTAND
WHAT A LIGHTHOUSE CHURCH WILL
LOOK LIKE.

If we are to be a Lighthouse
it will be evident in our character
it will stem form our encounter with the
forgiver
it will impact the world outside these
doors.

CHALLENGE

The summit of Mount Everest in the Himalayan
Mountains of Nepal towers 29,035 feet above sea
level. On May 29, 1953, two men were the first to
reach its summit. Tenzing Norgay and Sir Edmund
Hillary became famous for
their accomplishment. By
1970, 24 climbers had
reached the top. Since
then, another 800 climbers
have successfully made it
to the summit more than
1,460 times. A record was set on May 16, 2002,
when 54 people conquered Everest on the same
day, with many more waiting below at base
camps. One of them was Tashi Wangchuik
Tenzing, 37, the grandson of Edmund Hillary's
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Sherpa guide in 1953. Hillary's own son, Peter, was
with one of the teams waiting to ascend. 6

In life, someone always has to go first, and then
others will surely follow.

As a light house church the Thessalonians lead
the way . . .

and we can follow.

®Lee Eclov, Lake Forest, lllinois; source: Michaetdtey, "Some
Summit Meeting: 54 Conquer Everest," Chicago Tréb(B17-02)
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