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January 21, 2007 
Lighthouse Ministry 
I Thessalonians 2:1-12 
 
 
 

Newspapers, TV and Radio stations were abuzz 
on January the 3 rd this year with an event that 
took place in NYC.  It was the story of an ordinary  
man a construction worker who dared to make a 
difference in the life of a total stranger. 

 

Wesley Autrey jumped into the subway tracks to 
save a fellow straphanger at the 137th Street 
downtown 1 platform.  Just moments before he 
had assisted 20 year old Cameron Hollopeter 
when who had collapsed with a seizure using a 
fountain pen to keep his mouth open and clear.   
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Then as the man came to he fought to stand up 
and in confusion stepped off the Subway 
Platform.   

Here's how Autrey, a Harlem construction worker 
who was  on his way to drop off his two young 
daughters to be with their mother in Times 
Square, reacted. 

“I had a split-second decision to make. Do I let 
the train run him over and hear my daughters 
screaming and see the blood? Or do I jump in?  

...He landed between the track. Do I let the train 
run over this guy? I saw the ladies had my two 
daughters, so I hopped over on the tracks... 

...I saw the two white lights and said "'Whoa, you 
ain't got no time.' I just grabbed him. I just dove  
on top of him and held him down because I 
knew there would be enough clearance for us... 

...I was trying to pull him up, but his weight, he 
was fighting against me. He didn't know who I 
was. The only thing that popped into my mind 
was go into the gutter. So I dove in, I pinned him 
down, once the first car ran over us, then my 
thing was keep him still... 

...He was fighting and pushing against me, so I 
laid on top of him. The train was probably 2 
inches off my back... 

The 1 train operator stopped the train when he 
saw someone the tracks. The men were trapped 
under a car (the Daily News says the second, the 
Times says fifth), and Hollopeter reportedly said t o 
Autrey, "Am I dead? Am I dead?" Autrey told 
him, "No, we're under the train. 'You're touching 
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me. You feel me touching you ? We're very much 
alive." 

 

Wesley Autrey shared some of the characteristics 
that mark the lives of people Living as a 
Lighthouse.    He dared to invest his live in 
another. 

T.S.  Turn with me this morning to 1 Thess. 2:1-12 
and let’s look at the marks of Lighthouse ministry.  

1 Thessalonians 2:1-12 

2:1 You know, brothers, that our visit to you was 
not a failure. 2 We had previously suffered and 
been insulted in Philippi, as you know, but with 
the help of our God we dared to tell you his 
gospel in spite of strong opposition. 3 For the 
appeal we make does not spring from error or 
impure motives, nor are we trying to trick you. 4 
On the contrary, we speak as men approved by 
God to be entrusted with the gospel. We are not 
trying to please men but God, who tests our 
hearts. 5 You know we never used flattery, nor 
did we put on a mask to cover up greed-God is 
our witness. 6 We were not looking for praise from 
men, not from you or anyone else.  

As apostles of Christ we could have been a 
burden to you, 7 but we were gentle among you, 
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like a mother caring for her little children. 8 We 
loved you so much that we were delighted to 
share with you not only the gospel of God but 
our lives as well, because you had become so 
dear to us. 9 Surely you remember, brothers, our 
toil and hardship; we worked night and day in 
order not to be a burden to anyone while we 
preached the gospel of God to you.  

10 You are witnesses, and so is God, of how holy, 
righteous and blameless we were among you 
who believed. 11 For you know that we dealt 
with each of you as a father deals with his own 
children, 12 encouraging, comforting and urging 
you to live lives worthy of God, who calls you into  
his kingdom and glory.   NIV � 
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  will lead us to 

four changes in how we interact with 
the world. 

T.S.  Living as a Light house will make us 
more. . . 

I. Living as a Light house will make 
us more Daring  2-6 
·  Dare to take action on behalf of the gospel 

rather than avoid the risk 

A. Despite past circumstances 
2 We had previously suffered and been insulted 
in Philippi, as you know, but with the help of our 
God we dared to tell you his gospel in spite of 
strong opposition.  
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B. Due to compelling Call 
3 For the appeal we make does not spring from 
error or impure motives, nor are we trying to trick  
you. 4 On the contrary, we speak as men 
approved by God to be entrusted with the 
gospel. We are not trying to please men but 
God, who tests our hearts. 5 You know we never 
used flattery, nor did we put on a mask to cover 
up greed-God is our witness. 6 We were not 
looking for praise from men, not from you or 
anyone else.  

Trustworthy God Pleasers 

II. Living as a Light house will make 
us more Caring  6-7 
·  View others through the eyes of love rather 

than condemnation 

As apostles of Christ we could have been a 
burden to you, 7 but we were gentle among you, 
like a mother caring for her little children. 

A. Though he could have approached 
them as an authoritarian (apostle),  
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Too often those outside the walls of churches 
expect us to relate to them like this--to be 
judgmental, condemning, demeaning, self-
righteous.   

B. But Paul approached the 
Thessalonians with gentleness, as a 
mother caring for her children. 

 

Appl:   How do people outside the church view 
you as you interact with them?  Are you an 
authoritarian, a critical judge, or do you relate t o 
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them with the gentleness that you would show 
your won children. 

Appl:   How do you relate to those outside the 
church who embrace a lifestyle different than 
yours?  When you challenge them are you on the 
attack.  Do they describe you as loving? 

III. Living as a Light house will make 
us more Sharing  8-9 
8 We loved you so much that we were delighted 
to share with you not only the gospel of God but 
our lives as well, because you had become so 
dear to us. 

·  Become interconnected with those around us 
rather than live as an island in the stream 

“Living as an island in the stream” refers to our 
growing isolations from the community in which 
we live. 

Loved you so much 

found only in 1 Thess 2:8: to have a kindly feeling , 
to long for (someone), to yearn for. 1 

Dear 

agapetos (ag-ap-ay-tos'); beloved: 2 

delighted 

to take pleasure in; to think well of 3 

Paul speaks of relationships that he developed. 

                                                 
1 (Biblesoft's New Exhaustive Strong's Numbers and Concordance with 
Expanded Greek-Hebrew Dictionary. Copyright (c) 1994, Biblesoft and 
International Bible Translators, Inc.) 
2 Ibid 
3 Ibid 
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Few of us that live within the city could pass the 
Tic Tac Toe test.   

 

A study conducted by the National Opinion 
Research Center at the University of Chicago, 
released in June of 2006, revealed that 
Americans have less people they can confide in 
than past generations. 

In 1985, the average American had three people 
in whom to confide matters that were important 
to them. In 2004, that number dropped to two. 
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Perhaps even more striking, the number of 
Americans with no close friends rose from 10 
percent in 1985 to 24.6 percent in 2004. 4 

People living as a lighthouse will invest their liv es 
in others, develop friendship, a community of 
others both inside and outside the church. 

App:  Is your life becoming more interconnected 
with those around you, or are you living as an 
Island in the stream? 

Ideas: 

o Join a house church. 
o Join a Bible Study. 
o Meet your neighbors. 
o Invite someone over. 
o BBQ for your neighbors 
o Give gifts outside your family 

Make an effort get connected. 

IV. Living as a Light house will 
make us more Rearing  11-12 
·  Make long term investments in the lives of 

other rather than quick withdrawals  

When it comes to finances we know the value of 
long term investments and compounded interest.   
However when it comes to relationships we are 
much less committed to long term investments.   

Imagine being blessed with a child.  Nuturing and 
caring for your new son or daughter until he or 

                                                 
4 Janet Kornblum, "Study: 25 Percent of Americans Have No One to 
Confide In," USA Today (6-23-06), 1A; submitted by Bill White, 
Paramount, California 
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she entered kindergarten and then quitting.  
Giving up.  No longer investing in his or her life.    

You would be looked at as a horrible parent.  The 
apostle Paul indicates that people living a 
lighthouses understand how important long term 
investments in another person are.  They make 
investments like a father rearing his own children.  

11 For you know that we dealt with each of you 
as a father deals with his own children, 12 
encouraging, comforting and urging you to live 
lives worthy of God, who calls you into his 
kingdom and glory.   NIV � 

Look at the ongoing commitment he was making 

o Encouraging 
o Comforting 
o Urging 

Appl:  Lighthouse people poor their lives into 
other people.  Are you pouring your life into 
another.  Not just your children, you spouse, but 
are you pouring you life into another that they 
might “live worthy of God.” 

Appl:  Are you willing to be a Lighthouse person. 

Living Talents Sunday 

Matt 25:14-30 

14 "Again, it will be like a man going on a 
journey, who called his servants and entrusted his 
property to them. 15 To one he gave five talents 
of money, to another two talents, and to another 
one talent, each according to his ability. Then he 
went on his journey. 16 The man who had 
received the five talents went at once and put 
his money to work and gained five more. 17 So 
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also, the one with the two talents gained two 
more. 18 But the man who had received the one 
talent went off, dug a hole in the ground and hid 
his master's money.  

19 "After a long time the master of those servants 
returned and settled accounts with them. 20 The 
man who had received the five talents brought 
the other five. 'Master,' he said, 'you entrusted m e 
with five talents. See, I have gained five more.'  

21 "His master replied, 'Well done, good and 
faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few  
things; I will put you in charge of many things. 
Come and share your master's happiness!'  

22 "The man with the two talents also came. 
'Master,' he said, 'you entrusted me with two 
talents; see, I have gained two more.'  

23 "His master replied, 'Well done, good and 
faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few  
things; I will put you in charge of many things. 
Come and share your master's happiness!'  

24 "Then the man who had received the one 
talent came. 'Master,' he said, 'I knew that you 
are a hard man, harvesting where you have not 
sown and gathering where you have not 
scattered seed. 25 So I was afraid and went out 
and hid your talent in the ground. See, here is 
what belongs to you.'  

26 "His master replied, 'You wicked, lazy servant! 
So you knew that I harvest where I have not sown 
and gather where I have not scattered seed? 27 
Well then, you should have put my money on 
deposit with the bankers, so that when I returned 
I would have received it back with interest.  
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28 "'Take the talent from him and give it to the 
one who has the ten talents. 29 For everyone 
who has will be given more, and he will have an 
abundance. Whoever does not have, even what 
he has will be taken from him. 30 And throw that 
worthless servant   


