
Living as a Lighthouse 
February 4, 2007 
Passing Inspection as a Tender  
 1 Thessaloninas 3:6-13 
 

 

Responsibilities and General Cleaning 
Duties:   

·  Those who served at wood 
and coal beacons endured 
the hardest labor.  Early 
lights did not have roofs until 
early 1800's.   

·  High maintenance was 
required for lights with mirror or lens.  
Lenses and mirror were cleaned, wicks 
trimmed, clockworks oiled etc.  Fog Signal 
building and other equipment may also be 
under the light keepers responsibilities.   

·  Light towers tend to have spiral stairs up to 
the top, light keepers were required to carry 
oil and any other tools, cleaning supplies 
up with them.   

·  Cleaning, polishing lenses and lamps every 
day.   

·  Cleaning and painting lighthouse and other 
structures.  Lighthouse keepers duties were 
a rigorous daily routine, not to mention the 
nightly watch to assure the light was 
burning and signal timing was accurate.   

These duties were expected to be fulfilled no 
matter what the circumstances.  Whether or not 
you passed inspection as a lighthouse tender was 
judged by how well you fulfilled your duties. 
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The Thessalonains are described as standing firm, 
passing inspection, based upon timothy’s report to 
Paul.  Let’s look at 1 Thess 3:6-15 and discover 
how to pass inspection as a lighthouse tender. 

1 Thess 3:6-13 
6 But Timothy has just now come to us from you and 
has brought good news about your faith and love. He 
has told us that you always have pleasant memories 
of us and that you long to see us, just as we also long 
to see you. 7 Therefore, brothers, in all our distress 
and persecution we were encouraged about you 
because of your faith. 8 For now we really live, since 
you are standing firm in the Lord. 9 How can we thank 
God enough for you in return for all the joy we have in 
the presence of our God because of you? 10 Night 
and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you 
again and supply what is lacking in your faith.  
 
11 Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord 
Jesus clear the way for us to come to you. 12 May the 
Lord make your love increase and overflow for each 
other and for everyone else, just as ours does for you. 
13 May he strengthen your hearts so that you will be 
blameless and holy in the presence of our God and 
Father when our Lord Jesus comes with all his holy 
ones.  

�  PAUL HELPS US UNDERSTAND WHAT 
IT MEANS TO PASS INSPECTION, TO 
STAND FIRM AS A LIGHTHOUSE 
TENDER. 
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Evidence of Standing Firm as a Lighthouse. 
 
GOOD NEWS ABOUT YOUR FAITH. 
 
6 But Timothy has just now come to us from you and 
has brought good news about your faith and love. He 
has told us that you always have pleasant memories 
of us and that you long to see us, just as we also long 
to see you. 
 
Pop Quiz:  Define the Word Faith 
 
pistis  
�  persuasion, i.e. credence; moral conviction (of 

religious truth, or the truthfulness of God or a 
religious teacher),  

�  especially reliance upon Christ for salvation;  
�  constancy in such profession; 1 

                                                 
1 - (Biblesoft's New Exhaustive Strong's Numbers and Concordance 
with Expanded Greek-Hebrew Dictionary. Copyright (c) 1994, 
Biblesoft and International Bible Translators, Inc.) 
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�  Not to be shaken by hardships. 
�  Consistently doing the right things. 
�  Keeping truth paramount. 
�  Remaining on the grow looking for more. 
�  Evidential 

 

 Kelly James was a 
48-year-old landscape architect who loved to climb 
mountains. On December 9 of 2006, he and two of his 
friends set out to climb Mount Hood in Welches, 
Oregon. 

 Tragically, they 
were caught by a sudden blizzard after reaching the 
summit, and forced to take shelter in a snow cave. 
Kelly was able to use his cell phone to call his family 
and tell them what was going on, but the storm was 
too severe for rescue workers to operate. All three 
hikers eventually perished. 
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 In an interview 
with Katie Couric on the CBS Evening News, Kelly's 
widow, Karen James, demonstrated the extreme faith 
in Jesus Christ that had defined life for the couple. 
During the interview, Couric asked if Karen was angry 
at all with her husband for choosing to climb in the 
first place. She replied: "I'm not angry. I'm really sad 
our journey is over, for a while, and I miss him terribly. 
But he loved life so much, and he taught me how to 
love. He taught me how to live. And I don't know how 
you can be angry at someone who loved their family, 
who loved God…and gave back so much more than 
he took." 

When asked how her husband 
would like to be remembered, Karen referred to his 
faith in Jesus: "Kelly had this little ornament, and he's 
had it since he was little. It's a manger. It's just this 
little plastic thing. And it's always the tradition that [our 
son] Jack and Kelly put it on the tree together. And so 
I said this Christmas, 'We're going to put that 
ornament on the tree.' And one of the things that we 
really understand about Christmas is that little baby 
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born in a barn is the reason our family has so much 
strength now. And that is really important to Kelly." 

Impressed by the strength of Karen's faith, Couric 
asked if the family's confidence in God had been 
tested by her husband's death. "No, it was never 
tested," Karen answered. "I remember one time we 
were watching TV, and Kelly said to me, 'I can't wait 
to go to heaven.' And I said, 'What?' We were 
watching some show that had nothing to do with it. 
And he said, 'Yeah, that's going to be really cool.' And 
I said, "Can you hold off? Can we wait?' But he wasn't 
scared. And so those conversations are what I hold 
on to." 

To conclude, Couric asked Mrs. James if there were 
any lessons that could be learned from her husband's 
tragedy. Karen replied: "I've told a colleague of mine 
that men should hold their wives really, really tight, 
because you don't know when our journey's going to 
end. My journey ended with an 'I love you.' And…for 
others, if their journey ends with an 'I love you,' it's a 
lot to hold onto."2 

App:  Passing inspection means that there is good 
news about the state of your faith. 
 
GROWING NEWS ABOUT YOUR LOVE. 
 
Pop Quiz:  Define the word Love. 
 
agape  
affection or benevolence; 3 

                                                 
2 "Climber's Widow Tells Her Story," CBS Evening News (12-21-06); 
submitted by Ted De Haas, Bedford, Iowa 
3 - (Biblesoft's New Exhaustive Strong's Numbers and 
Concordance with Expanded Greek-Hebrew 
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�  Increasing interconnectedness. 
�  Fondness 
�  Sacrificial Acts motivated by love 

 
Shane Claiborne, who spent a summer in the slums 
of Calcutta with Mother Teresa, wrote the following 
about one of his experiences there: 

 People often ask me 
what Mother Teresa was like. Sometimes it's like they 
wonder if she glowed in the dark or had a halo. She 
was short, wrinkled, and precious, maybe even a little 
ornery—like a beautiful, wise old granny. But there is 
one thing I will never forget—her feet. Her feet were 
deformed. Each morning in Mass, I would stare at 
them. I wondered if she had contracted leprosy. But I 
wasn't going to ask, of course. "Hey Mother, what's 
wrong with your feet?"  

                                                                                                 
Dictionary. Copyright (c) 1994, Biblesoft and 
International Bible Translators, Inc.) 
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 One day a sister said to us, 
"Have you noticed her feet?" We nodded, curious. 
She said: "Her feet are deformed because we get just 
enough donated shoes for everyone, and Mother 
does not want anyone to get stuck with the worst pair, 
so she digs through and finds them. And years of 
doing that have deformed her feet." Years of loving 
her neighbor as herself deformed her feet.4 

App:  Passing inspection means that there is growing 
news about your acts of love. 
 
SUMMARY: 
The evidence of standing firm will be  
�  GOOD NEWS ABOUT YOUR FAITH. 
�  GROWING NEWS ABOUT YOUR LOVE. 
 
 
CHALLENGE:  

 
 
Mid term Grades are out today.  
The blessing of midterm grades is 
you still have a chance to pass the 
course.   
How does your report card read at 
this time. 

                                                 
4 Shane Claiborne, The Irresistible Revolution (Zondervan, 2006), 
p.167-168; submitted by John Buekema, Chambersburg, Pennsylvania 
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�  Is there Good News about your faith? 
�  Is there Growing News about your love? 
 
Failing, 
Unsatisfactory 
Need improving. 
 
Good news there still is time.   
 
The first step is admitting your grades aren’t what 
they should be. 
 
The Second step is making a decision to change 
them. 
 
12 May the Lord make your love increase and 
overflow for each other and for everyone else, just as 
ours does for you. 13 May he strengthen your hearts 
so that you will be blameless and holy in the presence 
of our God and Father when our Lord Jesus comes 
with all his holy ones.  
 
 
We’d like to talk and pray with you about that 
decision.  If you want to talk to someone about 
improving your grades we invite you to come forward 
meet with us as we close. 
 
 
 


