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(Ten Troublesome Truths about Sin) 

James 1:13-15  

13 When tempted, no one should say, "God is 
tempting me." For God cannot be tempted by 
evil, nor does he tempt anyone; 14 but each one 
is tempted when, by his own evil desire, he is 
dragged away and enticed. 15 Then, after desire 
has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when  
it is full-grown, gives birth to death.  

Heb 12:1-2 

12:1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such 
a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off 
everything that hinders and the sin that so easily 
entangles, and let us run with perseverance the 
race marked out for us.  

Narnia is under the spell of the White Witch Jadis.  
It is always winter in Narnia.  

The White Witch knows how to destroy an enemy: 
discover his secret weakness—what he can’t 
resist –give him a taste of it.  When it’s gone, he  
will crave more, and next time even more yet, 
until he gorges himself to death.  It worked in 
Narnia and it works in our world.   
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By giving Edmund this Turkish delight, she is able 
to manipulate him into trying to betray his 
siblings. 

Turkish Delights represents everyone’s personal 
battle with sin.  Like Turkish Delight, what on the  
surface may seem appealing and 
inconsequential, sin can enslave  

Today I would like to look at the nature of our 
own battle with sin as we explore Ten Tasty Tidbits  
about Turkish Delight – 10 troublesome truths 
about sin that we would do well to remember 
next time we are tempted. 

 TURKISH DELIGHT REVEALS TEN 
TROUBLING TRUTHS ABOUT SIN WE NEED 
TO UNDERSTAND. 

Tasty Tidbit #1 – Sin is like an 
addiction. 
Turn with me to James 1:13-15 look at the 
addictive cycle. 

13 When tempted, no one should say, "God is 
tempting me." For God cannot be tempted by 
evil, nor does he tempt anyone; 14 but each one 
is tempted when, by his own evil desire, he is 
dragged away and enticed. 15 Then, after desire 
has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when  
it is full-grown, gives birth to death.  

James describes and addictive cycle.   

Edmund in Narnia is caught in its grip with the lur e 
of Turkish Delight.  That’s the second tidbit. 
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Tasty Tidbit #2 – Sin is alluring.  
14 but each one is tempted when, by his own evil 
desire, he is dragged away and enticed . 

Thanks to the fall, written on our genetic code is 
the bent that makes the forbidden, the 
prohibited powerfully alluring. 

For Edmund the traditional Christmas sweet treat 
of Turkish Delight is incredible alluring.  The 
promises of an endless supply for simply bring his 
brother and sister to the White Witch is so 
powerful. 

Tasty Tidbit #3 – The lure of sin is 
tailored fit to our individual hearts.  
Jadis the White Witch asked Edmund this 
question: “What would you like best to eat?” 
What do you want? The only sins that really 
tempt us are the ones that offer what we want. 

James said it this way. .  

14 but each one is tempted when, by his own evil 
desire 

Bryan Duncan sang many years ago, “Whatever 
makes you stumble will be your only test.”  

Tasty Tidbit #4 – The lure of sin leads 
to taste.  
15 Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth  
to sin; and sin 

Fantasize, obsess, dream about a sin long 
enough and you will eventually give into it. 
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Edmund knows something is wrong with the  
White Witch and the evil dwarf with her.  He 
knows it isn’t safe, but the lure of Turkish Deligh t.  
He gives into taste. 

Tasty Tidbit #5 – The taste of sin 
leads to lust for more.  
Let me quote p37-38 of LWW: “At last the Turkish 
Delight was all finished and Edmund was looking 
very hard at the empty box and wishing that she 
would ask him whether he would like some 
more.”  

Edmund quickly ate it all, and immediately 
wanted more. Like drinking seawater to quench 
your thirst, it just didn’t satisfy for long. 

James said it this way. 

15 Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth  
to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown , 

The power of sin is that it grows in our lives, it 
sends it’s hooks deep into our hearts 

Tasty Tidbit #6 – Sin blinds our 
judgment .  

That’s how Paul described the power of sin when 
he wrote to his young protégée Titus.   

Titus 3:3 

3 At one time we too were foolish, disobedient, 
deceived and enslaved by all kinds of passions 
and pleasures. We lived in malice and envy, 
being hated and hating one another.  
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Even after Edmund witnessed atrocious acts by 
Jadis, he still does her bidding; he keeps 
betraying his siblings, and those around him. 

Tasty Tidbit #7 – Sin ultimately 
enslaves us.  
You see, this Turkish delight was enchanted, and 
Edmund did not know that its taste would lead to 
his enslavement. 

Because our judgment becomes compromised 
by the temporary delights of sin, before we know 
it we become enslaved to sin. 

Ask anyone who ever was involved in an affair,  

Ask anyone who got away with theft at the 
office, 

Ask anyone who ever cheated once on the 
taxes,  

Ask anyone who has gotten hooked on internet 
pornography or a chat room affair. 

Ask anyone who has fallen in love with the bottle, 
a joint, a needle. 

Sin ultimately leads to enslavement.  It owns us.  
Try as we want to stop, once we are enslaved, its 
power is so great we feel hopeless. Sin enslaves. 

That is the second thing Paul told Titus.  Titus 3: 3 

3 At one time we too were foolish, disobedient, 
deceived and enslaved by all kinds of passions 
and pleasures. We lived in malice and envy, 
being hated and hating one another.  

NIV 
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Tasty Tidbit #8 – Sin causes us to 
sacrifice all that is good to get the 
thing we crave. 
For sin we will sacrifice  

·  Integrity 

·  Reputation 

·  Family 

·  Health 

·  Freedom 

·  Employment 

·  Self respect 

Jadis told Edmund that he was the cleverest and 
handsomest boy she’d ever met, but his face 
was red and his hands were sticky. He wasn’t 
particularly clever or handsome at that point, but 
he believed the lies.  He so wanted the power 
and gifts that the Witch offered he traded all the 
good things in his life. 

Edmund promised to bring his siblings to the 
witch, even though he didn’t know the full extent 
of her plans for them. But still, he planned to tur n 
them in to her. 

James 1:16-18 

16 Don't be deceived, my dear brothers. 17 Every 
good and perfect gift is from above, coming 
down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who 
does not change like shifting shadows. 18 He 
chose to give us birth through the word of truth, 
that we might be a kind of firstfruits of all he 
created.  NIV 

Sin will lead us to trading away the good things in  
our lives. 
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Tasty Tidbit #9 – Sin eventually 
betrays us. 
Edmund ends up in chains in the Whtie Witch’s 
castle awaiting his own execution.  His sin 
ultimately betrayed him.  He had lost everything. 

Moses reminded this truth, that sin would 
eventually betray, to the tribes of Gad and 
Reuben if they did not fulfill their obligations to  
the lord.   

Num 32:23-24 

23 "But if you fail to do this, you will be sinning  
against the LORD; and you may be sure that your 
sin will find you out.    NIV 

Sin will eventually betray us.  Sin steals the joy out 
of worship, which should taste wonderful. Sin 
steals the joy out of marriage, which should be 
fantastic. Sin steals unity out of a church, which 
should be a warm and friendly place to be part 
of. Sin steals, sin robs, sin cheapens, sin molests … 
sin spoils good things, to the point that bad thing s 
seem better than the good. 

We will one day be found out.  Or what once 
brought pleasure now brings only pain.  The 
power of the sin will have led us to trade away 
something which we will never get back. 

Tasty Tidbit #10 – Sin will ultimately 
kill. 
As we go back to the first passage of Scripture.  
That is James’ final word.   

13 When tempted, no one should say, "God is 
tempting me." For God cannot be tempted by 
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evil, nor does he tempt anyone; 14 but each one 
is tempted when, by his own evil desire, he is 
dragged away and enticed. 15 Then, after desire 
has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when  
it is full-grown, gives birth to death.  

Paul said it this way 

Rom 6:23 

23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of 
God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.   NIV  

 
Sin is addictive. Sin is to be avoided in our lives  at 
all costs. But its power is so great, its control i n our 
lives can be so total, we can be helpless to it.  
Like Edmund, we’re too easily swept by it.   

But we have One who forgives, the Lion of 
Judah, Jesus Christ, the Great Forgiver knows the 
secrets of the deep magic, the deep truths that 
will release us from the power of sin and set us 
free. 

 TURKISH DELIGHT REVEALS TEN 
TROUBLING TRUTHS ABOUT SIN WE NEED 
TO UNDERSTAND. 

Summary/Challenge: 

Tasty Tidbit # 1 – Sin is like an addiction. 
Tasty Tidbit # 2 – Sin is alluring.  
Tasty Tidbit # 3 – The lure of sin is tailor fit to our 

individual hearts.  
Tasty Tidbit # 4 – The lure of sin leads to taste.  
Tasty Tidbit # 5 – The taste of sin leads to lust fo r 

more.  
Tasty Tidbit # 6 – Sin blinds our judgment.  
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Tasty Tidbit # 7 – Sin ultimately enslaves us.  
Tasty Tidbit # 8 – Sin causes us to sacrifice all th at 

is good to get the thing we 
crave. 

Tasty Tidbit # 9 – Sin eventually betrays us. 
Tasty Tidbit # 10 – Sin will ultimately kill.   
 

The Ten Tasty Tidbits about Turkish Delight remind 
us that 

�  Sin is serious, it deceives and enslaves, 
destroying the good ultimately leading to 
eternal death. 

�  Understanding its power we need to 
examine our lives for signs of enslavement 
in our lives.  

�  Seeing its taint, we need to discover the 
power of redemption, the work that the 
forgiver does to break the power of sin in 
our lives. 

Next week:  �����
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� :  The Coming Redemption 

Since it plays such a prominent 
role in the message today and 
the fact that so few of us have 
ever tried it, we’ve had Ann 
Blackwood of Simply Elegance 

prepare a sample of Turkish Delight for all of us 
today. 

Just don’t get addicted to it! 
 


