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“6 Signs you’re seen too much of winter.” 

·  Your Little League baseball game was 
snowed out. 

·  Your year has two seasons, winter and the 
week we didn’t have to shovel. 

·  You define summer as three months of bad 
sledding. 

·  You’ve begun to look forward to mowing your 
lawn. 

·  You have 19 nicknames for snow. 

·  You think about moving to Michigan to get 
warmer. 

At some point we all long for winter to end.  For 
spring to come.   

·  The flowers reappear. 

·  The sun comes out. 

·  The snow blowers go into storage. 

But in the land of Narnia, as C.S. Lewis describes it 
in “The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe,” 
winter hasn’t seen an end for a hundred years. 
And the curse of winter lasts because of some of 
the deep magic written long ago. 



The White witch knows the deep magic and she 
understand that because of Edmunds sin and his 
betrayal of his siblings, that she has a claim to h is 
life. 

T.S.  We’ve been re-embracing our redemption 
story.  We are locked in a world under the curse 
of sin which for and addictive sin cycle to 
deceive and ensnare us.  We are locked in this 
battle because of the laws of sins and its 
consequences written long ago.   

 PART OF RE-EMBRACING OUR 
REDEMPTION STORY IS REMEMBERING 
WHAT IT TOOK TO BREAK THE CURSE OF 
SIN.   

T.S.  This morning we are going to discover the 
Lion’s Secret of the Deep Magic—what it took to 
break the curse of Sin. 

In demanding Edmunds life, Jadis, the white 
witch, dares to quote the Deep Magic to Aslan 
the great lion.  “You at least know the Magic 
which the Emperor put into Narnia at the very 
beginning; you know that every traitor belongs to 
me as my lawful prey and that for every 
treachery I have a right to a kill.” 

We are under a similar law.  We closed with it last  
week.  “the wages of sin is death.” 

Aslan responds with a roar, “You dare to quote 
the deep magic to me, I was there when it was 
written.” 

God not only knows our dilemma, that by law we 
deserve death, but from the beginning he has 
also planned a rescue.   



Just as in Narnia the lion understood a deeper 
magic than the law the witch quoted, God 
understood a deeper plan that would free the 
world from the grip of sin. 

T.S.  Turn with me to Romans 5:6-11 and let’s 
discover God secret of the “deep magic”—
Grace. 

Romans 5:6-11 

6 You see, at just the right time, when we were 
still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. 7 Ver y 
rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though 
for a good man someone might possibly dare to 
die. 8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in 
this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.  

9 Since we have now been justified by his blood, 
how much more shall we be saved from God's 
wrath through him! 10 For if, when we were God's 
enemies, we were reconciled to him through the 
death of his Son, how much more, having been 
reconciled, shall we be saved through his life! 11 
Not only is this so, but we also rejoice in God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we 
have now received reconciliation.  

NIV 

T.S.  Truths about the Deep Magic—Grace. 

I. The law of sin couldn’t be 
overlooked 
 Rambling around Asia, getting high and just 
having a good time, are three young men -- 
Sheriff (Vince Vaughn), Lewis (Joaquin Phoenix), 
and Tony (David Conrad). Sheriff and Tony say 
goodbye to Lewis, a conscientious Greenpeace 



activist and nature-lover who stays on to rescue 
endangered Borneo orangutans.  

Two years later, Tony is an architect about to 
marry, and Sheriff has a job driving a limo around 
New York City. When Beth (Anne Heche) steps 
into Sheriff's limo, she tells him that she's a law yer 
working to save Lewis. He learns that Lewis was 
arrested by Malaysian authorities, tried as a drug 
dealer, convicted, and sentenced to death. 
Sheriff's actions of trashing a borrowed bicycle 
and casually disposing of 100 grams of hash 
make him responsible for Lewis's predicament, 
but does he feel guilty enough to get involved? 
The execution is only eight days away, but it will 

not happen if Tony and/or 
Sheriff return to also serve 
time -- three years each if 
both come back, but six 
years if only one returns. 
Tony readily agrees to go 
back and save Lewis -- but 
only if Sheriff also returns 
with him. Sheriff initially 
declines, prompting the 
desperate Beth to find ways 
to convince him to go.  

Eventually, all fly to Malaysia during the final 24  
hours before the execution. Noble Tony had a 
change of heart and flees Malaysia, Sheriff stays.  
But due to the criticism of the American press, 
the Malaysian government fears losing face and 
the relatively innocent Lewis is hanged.   

What bothered the American public so much 
about this film is we all want to yell.  It’s not t hat 
bad.  Don’t hang him.  Lewis was guilty.  



Condemned by a law that could not be 
overlooked. 

T.S.  According Romans we were trapped in a 
similar situation. 

v. 6   when we were still powerless, Christ died fo r 
the ungodly 

v. 8  While we were still sinners  

A.  We were guilty 

B.  We were sinners. 

We were caught red handed.   

: CAUGHT RED-HANDED - "'To be taken with red hand' in 

ancient times was to be caught in the act, like a 

murderer, his hands red with his victim's blood. Th e use of 

'red hand' in this sense goes back to 15th century 

Scotland and Scottish law. Scott's 'Ivanhoe' has th e first 

recorded use of 'taken red-handed' for someone 

apprehended in the act of committing a crime. Not l ong 

after, the expression became more common as 'caught  

red-handed.'" 1 

T.S.  Truths about the Deep Magic—Grace. 

II. A plan to meet the demands of 
the law was carried out. 
6 You see, at just the right time, when we were 
still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. 
 

                                                 
1 From "Encyclopedia of Word and Phrase Origins" by Robert 
Hendrickson (Facts on File, New York, 1997), Page 135-136. 



In the late 1970’s I was on the cover of the New 
York Daily News and the entire centerfold 
section.  On a cold winter day while on routine 
patrol in East River of New York Harbor we 
undertook a daring rescue.  The victim was 
trapped on a ice flow, succumbing got the 
affects of the cold.  Paralyzed the fear of falling  
through the ice the victim appeared to be 
resigned to death.   

But just at that moment we patrolled by and 
spotted the victim on the ice.  Taking my boat in 
the ice flow I began breaking a channel to the 
victim.  We crept closer and closer, fearing the 
whole time that the ice would collapse and we 
would lose the victim to the icy waters.  
Ultimately we pulled alongside.  With my 
engineer Cooper lay on his stomach, seaman 
Scott securing his waist and I moved in closer 
with a final stretch Cooper reached down and 
victim by the back of the neck and pulled him 
aboard. 

We had saved dog.  

Seeing his plight recognizing that he was 
hopelessly lost, we utilized they assets and 
equipment of the USCG and went to great 
lengths engineering  his rescue.  

That is the picture of what the great Forgiver has 
done for us. 

·  He saw our need. 

·  He used the power he had available to 
engineer our rescue.  

·  Those who could not change the evitable 
outcome of the law were rescued. 



A.  At the right time 

B.  We had nothing to do with it 

C.  Anointed one died for the 
ungodly 

T.S.  Truths about the Deep Magic—Grace. 

III. The execution of the plan is the 
measuring stick of our worth 
Father dies saving son from sea   

A father has died after swimming out to rescue 
his 10-year-old son from the sea while on holiday 
in Devon.   

Queens Woman Dies Saving Son From Car  

Published: June 12, 1994 

A 38-year-old Queens woman was killed last 
night when a car driven by a drunken motorist 
struck her at an intersection in Jamaica, Queens, 
as she pushed her 4-year-old son out of the way, 
the police said.  

Mundelein man dies saving son's life in river 

Richard Parat died the way he lived: loving life 
and working his hardest to help those close to 
him.  

Director dies saving son 

Clutching roses, a young boy and girl said 
goodbye to their father, hailed a hero after he 
drowned while saving his son. 

Boy dies saving friend from crocodile  

    Sibusiso Ngalwa  



    April 04 2004 at 11:05AM   

 Lying on a hospital bed with a bandaged leg 
and arm, devastated nine-year-old Siyabonga 
Msomi cannot help but remember how his best 
friend died while rescuing him from the jaws of a 
crocodile. 

7 Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, 
though for a good man someone might possibly 
dare to die. 8 But God demonstrates his own love 
for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ  died 
for us.  

A.  Demonstration of Love 

·  Action word 
·  Definable 
·  Evidentiary 

B. Substitionary in Nature 

He endured what we deserved 

Edmund was guiltily.  The witch had a 
claim on his life.  He could not escape the 
law, so Aslan enacts a plan to Rescue him.  
He died in his place.   

Jesus our great forgiver endures a 
puhishment we deserved. 

T.S.  Truths about the Deep Magic—Grace. 

IV. The consequences of the plan 
open the door to deep grace 
Joni Eareckson Tada, who was paralyzed in a 
diving accident as a teenager, draws parallels 



between her wedding day, and Christ’s love for 
his church. 

I felt awkward as my girlfriends strained to shift my 
paralyzed body into a cumbersome wedding 
gown. No amount of corseting and binding my 
body gave me a perfect shape. The dress just 
didn’t fit well. Then, as I was wheeling into the 
church, I glanced down and noticed that I’d 
accidentally run over the hem of my dress, 
leaving a greasy tire mark. My paralyzed hands 
couldn’t hold the bouquet of daisies that lay off-
center on my lap. And my chair, though 
decorated for the wedding, was still a big, clunky 
gray machine with belts, gears, and ball 
bearings. I certainly didn’t feel like the picture-
perfect bride in a bridal magazine. 

I inched my chair closer to the last pew to catch 
a glimpse of Ken in front. There he was, standing 
tall and stately in his formal attire. I saw him 
looking for me, craning his neck to look up the 
aisle. My face flushed, and I suddenly couldn’t 
wait to be with him. I had seen my beloved. The 
love in Ken’s face had washed away all my 
feelings of unworthiness. I was his pure and 
perfect bride. 

How easy it is for us to think that we’re utterly 
unlovely, especially to someone as lovely as 
Christ. But he loves us with the bright eyes of a 
Bridegroom’s love and cannot wait for the day 
we are united with him forever. 2 

9 Since we have now been justified by his blood, 
how much more shall we be saved from God's 

                                                 
2 This We Believe: The Good News of Jesus Christ for the World, 
(Zondervan) p. 222; submitted by Tim Pietrogallo, Cary, Illinois 



wrath through him! 10 For if, when we were God's 
enemies, we were reconciled to him through the 
death of his Son, how much more, having been 
reconciled, shall we be saved through his life! 11 
Not only is this so, but we also rejoice in God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we 
have now received reconciliation.  

A.  Justified by his blood—status 
changed 

9 Since we have now been justified by his 
blood,  
Everything that was once charged to our 
account was cleared and we were 
declared be debt free, righteous rather 
than guilty in nature. 

B.  Saved from his wrath—
Punishment avoided 

9. . . how much more shall we be saved 
from God's wrath through him!  
While we may face circumstantial 
consequences for our sins, the ultimate 
punishment of sin has been forever lifted. 

C.  Reconciled to him—relationship 
restored 

10 For if, when we were God's enemies, we 
were reconciled to him through the death 
of his Son, how much more, having been 
reconciled, shall we be saved through his 
life!  

He who we could never know now calls us 
friend brother.  He shares with us ever 



honor and gift he has.  He pledges his 
faithfulness, support, encouragement and 
lasting commitment.  He invites us to 
discover ever benefit that comes from 
such a relationship 

 PART OF RE-EMBRACING OUR 
REDEMPTION STORY IS REMEMBERING 
WHAT IT TOOK TO BREAK THE CURSE OF 
SIN.   

SUMMARY 

These are the Truths about the Deep Magic—
Grace. 

 The law of sin couldn’t be overlooked 

 A plan to meet the demands of the law was 
carried out. 

 The execution of the plan is the measuring 
stick of our worth 

 The consequences of the plan open the door 
to deep grace 

Lewis wrote: 

“Though the witch knew the Deep Magic, there is 
a magic deeper still which she did not know.  Her 
knowledge goes back only to the Dawn of Time.  
But if she could have looked a little further back,  
into the stillness and the darkness before Time 
dawned, she would have read there a different 
incantation.  She would have known that when a 
willing victim who had committed no treachery 
was killed in a traitor’s stead, the Table would 
crack and Death itself would start working 
backward.” 



As Paul wrote. . .  
 
“God demonstrates his own love for us in this: 
While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”  
 
And by his death and resurrection, something 
amazing has happened. 
 
Winter has met its death. 

CHALLENGE: 

Have you discovered the Secret of the Deep 
Magic—Grace? 

Are you still bearing the quilt of your sin?  Are yo u 
still locked in the addictive cycle of sin in a wor ld 
under the curse of sin?  

Is today the day you want to say Yes, I want to 
discover all the secrets of Grace in My life?  Is 
today the day you say, “I want the restored 
relationship with God that Jesus the great 
forgiver offers through his redemptive work”? 

If so then I’d like to talk with you, one of the el der 
or our wives would love to talk with you about 
the secrets of Grace.   

As we close in Song if you would like to talk with 
one of us about the Deep magic of God’s Great 
Grace, we invite you to come forward join us at 
the front. 

 

 


