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The summer movie season is upon us and over the next
few months many Americans will spend entertainment
dollars at the theaters. They will throng to the dark aisles
for what has been called the “Season of the Sequel.”

Why?

Spiderman 3

Shrek 3

Pirates of the Caribbean: The Journey’s End.
Fantastic 4 part two

Die hard Four

Harry Potter 5

To play off the success of the previous.
To expand the market

To increase the bottom line.

To address unresolved challenges.

To demonstrate the growth of the Characters.

Around 51 A.D., at the most a year after writing the first
letter, the Apostle Paul writes a second letter to the Church
in Thessalonica, the Church which had become the
lighthouse church the breakout church in all of Macedonian
and Achaia. Why the Sequel? Unlike the movies or books



there was no market to be exploited. Why was in
necessary to write another letter so soon after his first?

UNDERSTANDING WHY PAUL NEEDED TO
WRITE ANOTHER LETTER HELPS US
UNDERSTAND WHY THE CHURCH MUST KEEP
ADAPTING IN ITS EFFORT TO PRESENT THE
UNCHANGING MESSAGE WITH RELEVANCY
TO WORLD AROUND US.

This message seems especially timely just returning form
our General Council.

Circumstances Change
A false teaching had emerged.

2 Thess 2:1-2

2:1 Concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and
our being gathered to him, we ask you, brothers, 2 not to
become easily unsettled or alarmed by some prophecy,
report or letter supposed to have come from us, saying that
the day of the Lord has already come. NIV

So the Apostle felt in necessary to address this new
circumstance.

Appl: Our Culture has changed. What are some of the
ways our world has changed?

Communications
International Politics
Education
Commerce

Travel

Tolerance

Christian World View -- Most people had some
type of church experience or reference. Yet most
people say they are deeply spiritual—but it is
spirituality without absolutes without Jesus



Appl: If the church has something to say, and |
think it does, If the world needs to hear, and it does, we
need to be prepared to present our unchanging truth in
ways and world in rapid change can understand.

Certain Challenges Continue

They were to be encouraged to press on in the face
increased persecution.

2 Thess 1:3-4

3 We ought always to thank God for you, brothers, and
rightly so, because your faith is growing more and more,
and the love every one of you has for each other is
increasing. 4 Therefore, among God's churches we boast
about your perseverance and faith in all the persecutions
and trials you are enduring. NIV

They had faced persecution, and were living faithfully, but
in like of the ongoing challenge of persecution Paul
addresses it again.

The church has been responding to the changes in our
culture and society for years. What are some of the
Changes we gone through?

Worship Styles

Dress.

Use of multimedia

Program driven to missional driven churches.
Roles of Pastors and Lay People

Appl: We live in a world that has changed this
much.

I I
The Church has changed but it more like this.

Adjusting our strategies and methods to the changes in
culture will remain one of the ongoing challenges of the
church.




New Challenges Arise

They had misconceptions about the meaning of
persecution. They Believed the Day of the Lord had
already come.

2 Thess 2:5-12

5 Don't you remember that when | was with you | used to
tell you these things? . . .

Paul taught on how to respond to this new challenge and
expected the Church to adapt and adjust how they were
living based upon the truth.

Appl: Not only has the church had to respond to all the
changes taking place in the culture around us, but we now
live in a day where significant new challenges have arisen.

The need to present the truth about the
Forgiver to a world that views the church as
irrelevant.

The need to present the truth of the Forgiver to
a world that is hostile to the church.

The Mission Remains the Same

The Thessalonians were expected to honor the call
in the face of the new circumstances, new challenges and
old.

2 Thess 3:6-15

6 In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, we command you,
brothers, to keep away from every brother who is idle and
does not live according to the teaching you received from
us. 7 For you yourselves know how you ought to follow our
example. . ..

14 If anyone does not obey our instruction in this letter,
take special note of him. Do not associate with him, in
order that he may feel ashamed. 15 Yet do not regard him
as an enemy, but warn him as a brother.

NIV



Their mission and our remains the same.

Appl: So new methods and strategies are made up and
devised not because the older ones were wrong, but
because they no longer fit the circumstances of today.
We're doing just that this summer. At our last board
meeting we agreed unanimously to recruit and release a
team of NAC people as missionaries to Norwalk this
summer. Summer experiment in missional living won't be
for everyone, but if you like to be considered as a part of
the we send into NORWALK this July and August, talk to
Pastor Dan or Marcus Collins. They will spend two months
thinking about and doing church in a new way.



