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How many of you have ever filled out
one of those evaluation cards the put on tables in
restaurants? How many of you have ever been asked to
fill out an evaluation card after a seminar, a course? We
live in a society that values evaluations.

We all need a better view of how we are doing.
Sometimes we discover things about ourselves we didn't
realize before. Sometimes they are really challenging.
Like some of these.

Course Evaluation taken from MIT's Course
Evaluation Guide, Fall 1991,

"Text is useless. | use it to kill roaches in my room."

"He teaches like Speedy Gonzalez on a caffeine
high."

"Help! I've fallen asleep and | can't wake up!"

"Text makes a satisfying 'thud' when dropped on the
floor."

"Textbook is confusing...someone with a knowledge
of English should proofread it."

"This class was a religious experience for me...l had
to take it all on faith."”



"The course was very thorough. What wasn't covered
in class was covered on the final exam."

T.S. Paul begins his second letter with an evaluation and
review. Engaging this process enables the Thessalonians
to Continue Strong

EVALUATION HELPS US TO DISCOVER THE KEYS
TO CONTINUING STRONG FOLLOWING THE
FORGIVER.

2 Thess 1:1 Paul, Silas and Timothy,

To the church of the Thessalonians in God our Father and
the Lord Jesus Christ;

2 Grace and peace to you from God the Father and the
Lord Jesus Christ.

3 We ought always to thank God for you, brothers, and
rightly so, because your faith is growing more and more,
and the love every one of you has for each other is
increasing. 4 Therefore, among God's churches we boast
about your perseverance and faith in all the persecutions
and trials you are enduring.

5 All this is evidence that God's judgment is right, and as a
result you will be counted worthy of the kingdom of God,
for which you are suffering. 6 God is just: He will pay back
trouble to those who trouble you 7 and give relief to you
who are troubled, and to us as well. This will happen when
the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven in blazing fire with
his powerful angels. 8 He will punish those who do not
know God and do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. 9
They will be punished with everlasting destruction and shut
out from the presence of the Lord and from the majesty of
his power 10 on the day he comes to be glorified in his
holy people and to be marveled at among all those who
have believed. This includes you, because you believed
our testimony to you.

11 With this in mind, we constantly pray for you, that our
God may count you worthy of his calling, and that by his



power he may fulfill every good purpose of yours and every
act prompted by your faith. 12 We pray this so that the
name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, and you in
him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus
Christ. NIV

CONTINUING STRONG REQUIRES
HEALTHY EVALUATION.

There are a number of poor evaluation practices.

Evaluations that our only Negative.
Evaluations that nitpick the unimportant.
Evaluations that leave no room for growth
Exclusion of self evaluation

Many of us fall victim to one of the worst Evaluation
Practices.

The Apostle Paul gives the Thessalonians his evaluation of
how they are doing.

3 We ought always to thank God for you, brothers, and
rightly so, because your faith is growing more and more,
and the love every one of you has for each other is
increasing. 4 Therefore, among God's churches we boast
about your perseverance and faith in all the persecutions
and trials you are enduring.

Faith is growing

Love remains Evident

Perseverance and faith in the midst of trails is
noteworthy.

Evaluation helps us discover the areas of strength in our
lives.

5 All this is evidence that God's judgment is right, and as a
result you will be counted worthy of the kingdom of God,
for which you are suffering. 6 God is just: He will pay back
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trouble to those who trouble you 7 and give relief to you
who are troubled, and to us as well.

They are Suffering
People are troubling them
There is a struggle to find relief.

Evaluation helps us discover the areas of erosion in our
lives.

What is weakening?
What is struggling?
What has been lost?

CONTINUING STRONG FOCUSES
UPON PROMISES FOR THE FUTURE

Situational Promises

5 All this is evidence that God's judgment is right, and as a
result you will be counted worthy of the kingdom of God,
for which you are suffering. 6 God is just: He will pay back
trouble to those who trouble you 7 and give relief to you
who are troubled, and to us as well.

Not changing promises, but promises that are specific
to the situations revealed in our evaluation.

Sovereign Promises

Not Earthly Guarantees they are promises that will be
fulfilled in God Time and God’s way.

This will happen when the Lord Jesus is revealed from
heaven in blazing fire with his powerful angels. 8 He will
punish those who do not know God and do not obey the
gospel of our Lord Jesus. 9 They will be punished with
everlasting destruction and shut out from the presence of
the Lord and from the majesty of his power 10 on the day
he comes to be glorified in his holy people and to be
marveled at among all those who have believed. This
includes you, because you believed our testimony to you.
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The Thessalonians wanted relief from persecution and
suffering, they are promised God will provide it, but they
have to accept in His time.

In the late seventies and early eighties the church sang a
worship song that went

In His time, in His time,

He makes all things beautiful, in His
time,

Lord, please show me everyday,

As You're teaching me Your way,

That You do just what You say, in Your
time. !

Continuing Strong means trusting in the fulfillment of
specific promises in God’s time.

CONTINUING STRONG BECOMES
THE HEART BEAT OF OUR PRAYER
LIFE.

11 With this in mind, we constantly pray for you, that our
God may count you worthy of his calling, and that by his
power he may fulfill every good purpose of yours and every
act prompted by your faith. 12 We pray this so that the
name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, and you in
him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus
Christ.

! ©1978, Maranatha! Music
Words and Music by Diana Ball



Pray to be counted worthy.

Pray that God would fulfill our every good
purpose.

Pray that God would be glorified.

The outcome of every evaluation should lead to pray about
our situation and the journey ahead.



