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6/17 Preparing 
for a Storm 
 
2 THESSALONIANS 2:1-17 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

In Recognition of Fathers. . . 
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10.  Nothing says it like 
shoelaces. 

9.  Any shirt that mentions the word “bald.” 
8.  A subscription to Good Housekeeping. 
7.  The tie you forgot to give him at Christmas. 
6.  A gift certificate to have his back waxed. 
5.  A clipboard that says, “Honey Do List.” 
4. An appointment for a DNA 
results to prove he is not your 
father. 
3. The revelation that, yes, his best 
years are behind him.  
2. A leftover mother's day card. 
1. Gift? 
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The 2005 Atlantic hurricane season was the most active 
Atlantic hurricane season in recorded history, repeatedly 
shattering previous records. The impact 
of the season was widespread and 
ruinous with at least 2,280 deaths and 
record damages of over $128 billion 
USD. Of the storms that made landfall, 
five of the season's seven major 
hurricanes—Dennis, Emily, Katrina, 
Rita, and Wilma—were responsible for 
most of the destruction.  

The season officially began on June 1, 2005, and lasted 
until November 30, although it effectively persisted into 
January 2006 due to continued storm activity. A record 
twenty-eight tropical and subtropical storms formed, of 
which a record fifteen became hurricanes.  

During that season families and homeowners were 
constantly being reminded to prepare for the storms 
ahead.  Usually they suggested four things. 

·  Prepping Your Home  
Getting your house ready for the storm. 

·  Disaster Supply Kit  
Put together an emergency kit for your 
family.  

·  Have a Place to Go  
Find a place to go ahead of time if possible.  

·  Family Disaster Plan  
Make your family's disaster plan ahead of 
time.  

T.S.  Paul addresses the Thessalonians concern about the 
coming day of the Lord, the nature of the antichrist and 
what it will be like for believers in that day.  In addressing 
their concerns he helps them prepare for the storms 
ahead.  Like the Thessalonians we learn that. . .   
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�  PART OF MATURING IN CHRIST 
ENTAILS PREPARING FOR THE 
STROMS AHEAD. 

2:1 Concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and 
our being gathered to him, we ask you, brothers, 2 not to 
become easily unsettled or alarmed by some prophecy, 
report or letter supposed to have come from us, saying that 
the day of the Lord has already come. 3 Don't let anyone 
deceive you in any way, for that day will not come until the 
rebellion occurs and the man of lawlessness is revealed, 
the man doomed to destruction. 4 He will oppose and will 
exalt himself over everything that is called God or is 
worshiped, so that he sets himself up in God's temple, 
proclaiming himself to be God.  

5 Don't you remember that when I was with you I used to 
tell you these things? 6 And now you know what is holding 
him back, so that he may be revealed at the proper time. 7 
For the secret power of lawlessness is already at work; but 
the one who now holds it back will continue to do so till he 
is taken out of the way. 8 And then the lawless one will be 
revealed, whom the Lord Jesus will overthrow with the 
breath of his mouth and destroy by the splendor of his 
coming. 9 The coming of the lawless one will be in 
accordance with the work of Satan displayed in all kinds of 
counterfeit miracles, signs and wonders, 10 and in every 
sort of evil that deceives those who are perishing. They 
perish because they refused to love the truth and so be 
saved. 11 For this reason God sends them a powerful 
delusion so that they will believe the lie 12 and so that all 
will be condemned who have not believed the truth but 
have delighted in wickedness.  

Prepare for the Day of Trouble by  

KNOWING THE TRUTH 
Concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our 
being gathered to him 
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In the face of false teaching Paul asserts that there is truth 
to be known. 

Accepting the Nature of Truth 
2 not to become easily unsettled or alarmed by some 
prophecy, report or letter supposed to have come from us, 
saying that the day of the Lord has already come. 

·  Objective Truth 

This is Haagen-Dazs Toasted almond fudge ice cream 

·  Subjective Truth 

Haagen-Dazs Toasted almond fudge is the best ice cream. 

Paul argues of the existence of objective truth to be 
known.  If truth can be know we are obligated to discover 
it. 

Avoiding the Buffet of all-you-can-eat 
pluralism. 
by some prophecy, report or letter  

·  Leads to the customizing of faith 

·  Leads to a pick and choose mentality 

·  Leads to the creation of 
our own truth 

Problem:  If any choice of truth is 
accurate, then the men who flew the 
planes into the world trade center and in heaven. 

Embracing Sound Theology 
Paul tells reveals some details about the end of the age.  
He expected the Thessalonians, as young as they were in 
the Lord to embrace sound theology. To know the facts. 

coming of our Lord Jesus Christ  

gathered to him 

not to become easily unsettled or alarmed 



 5 

day will come after a  rebellion occurs  

a man of lawlessness is revealed,  

the man doomed to destruction.  

oppose and will exalt himself over everything that is 

called God or is worshiped,  

he sets himself up in God's temple, 

proclaiming himself to be God.  

accordance with the work of Satan  

displayed in all kinds of counterfeit miracles, 

signs and wonders,  

in every sort of evil that deceives those who 

are perishing.  

They perish because they refused to love 

the truth and so be saved.  

power of lawlessness is already at work;  

Lord Jesus will overthrow with the breath of his mouth  

destroy by the splendor of his coming.  

God holds responsible for studying and learning the truths 
revealed in his word.   

Recognizing the Deceptive nature of the 
enemy 
3 Don't let anyone deceive you in any way, for that day will 
not come until the rebellion occurs and the man of 
lawlessness is revealed, the man doomed to destruction. 
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·  Denying truth 

that deceives those who are perishing. They perish 
because they refused to love the truth and so be saved. 

·  Believing lies  

and so that all will be condemned who have not believed 
the truth but have delighted in wickedness.  

UNDERSTANDING THE PATH  

Develop 3D Vision 
13 But we ought always to thank God for you, brothers 
loved by the Lord, because from the beginning God chose 
you to be saved through the sanctifying work of the Spirit 
and through belief in the truth. 14 He called you to this 
through our gospel, that you might share in the glory of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 15 So then, brothers, stand firm and 
hold to the teachings we passed on to you, whether by 
word of mouth or by letter.  

Defined by the Sovereign act of Salvation. 
from the beginning God chose you to be saved 

Designed by the Sanctifying work of the 
Holy Spirit 
saved through the sanctifying work of the Spirit 

Destined for Glorification 
that you might share in the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Understanding the path enables us to stand firm in 
the face of storms 
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TRUSTING THE KEEPER 
16 May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, 
who loved us and by his grace gave us eternal 
encouragement and good hope, 17 encourage your hearts 
and strengthen you in every good deed and word. 

Paul ends with a prayer, a prayer entrusting the safety 
of the Thessalonians’ to God.  Ultimately even when 
the day of the greatest trouble comes, we can trust 
the keeper. 
 
Summary: 
 
�  PART OF MATURING IN CHRIST 

ENTAILS PREPARING FOR THE 
STROMS AHEAD. 

Knowing the Truth 
Understanding the Path 

Trusting the Keeper 
 
How are you receiving your truth? 

The buffet line? 
Picking and choosing? 
Creating your own truth? 

Have you taken responsibility for knowing the truth? 
  
 Have you donned your 3d glasses and taken 
responsibility for understanding your salvation how 
god freed you from the past. your sanctification, how 
God changes you in the present, your glorification, 
what God ultimately has in store for you?  
Or are you dependent upon spoon feedings.  Are you 
digging into know him. 
 
Want to go deeper.  Sign up for New Creations 2 -- a 
study of the journey ahead. 


