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6/24  Honoring the 
Call 
 
2 THESSALONIANS 3:1-18 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Commencement addresses: 

Remember  

"hold on to your dreams"  

Your greatest days are ahead of you 

Every cloud has a silver lining 

"never forget what it took to get here. 

You are only young once 

So follow your passion 

Make a difference 

Go for the gusto 

And spread your wings and fly. 

 

Paul’s Commencement address to the Thessalonians 
is very different. 

2 Thessalonians 3  

3:1 Finally, brothers, pray for us that the message of 
the Lord may spread rapidly and be honored, just as it 
was with you. 2 And pray that we may be delivered 
from wicked and evil men, for not everyone has faith. 
3 But the Lord is faithful, and he will strengthen and 
protect you from the evil one. 4 We have confidence 
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in the Lord that you are doing and will continue to do 
the things we command. 5 May the Lord direct your 
hearts into God's love and Christ's perseverance.  

6 In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, we command 
you, brothers, to keep away from every brother who is 
idle and does not live according to the teaching you 
received from us. 7 For you yourselves know how you 
ought to follow our example. We were not idle when 
we were with you, 8 nor did we eat anyone's food 
without paying for it. On the contrary, we worked night 
and day, laboring and toiling so that we would not be 
a burden to any of you. 9 We did this, not because we 
do not have the right to such help, but in order to 
make ourselves a model for you to follow. 10 For 
even when we were with you, we gave you this rule: 
"If a man will not work, he shall not eat."  

11 We hear that some among you are idle. They are 
not busy; they are busybodies. 12 Such people we 
command and urge in the Lord Jesus Christ to settle 
down and earn the bread they eat. 13 And as for you, 
brothers, never tire of doing what is right.  

14 If anyone does not obey our instruction in this 
letter, take special note of him. Do not associate with 
him, in order that he may feel ashamed. 15 Yet do not 
regard him as an enemy, but warn him as a brother.  

16 Now may the Lord of peace himself give you 
peace at all times and in every way. The Lord be with 
all of you.  

17 I, Paul, write this greeting in my own hand, which 
is the distinguishing mark in all my letters. This is how 
I write.  

18 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.  

NIV 
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�  HONORING THE CALL IS THE BOTTOM LINE 
FOR THOSE LIVING AS A LIGHTHOUSE. 

The Defining Issue Remains the Call. 
3:1 Finally, brothers, pray for us that the message of 
the Lord may spread rapidly and be honored, just as it 
was with you. 2 And pray that we may be delivered 
from wicked and evil men, for not everyone has faith. 
3 But the Lord is faithful, and he will strengthen and 
protect you from the evil one. 4 We have confidence 
in the Lord that you are doing and will continue to do 
the things we command. 5 May the Lord direct your 
hearts into God's love and Christ's perseverance.  

·  An Expectation to Care about the 
Call. 

 
3:1 Finally, brothers, pray for us that the message of 
the Lord may spread rapidly and be honored, just as it 
was with you. 

If we don’t care about the call it will impact how we 
respond to it.  If the call isn’t something heart 
connected then we will treat it as insignificant. 

John Fehlen tells this story. 
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Matt 28:19-20 

19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to 
obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I 
am with you always, to the very end of the age."  

“Does anyone know who this belongs to?" 

If we care about it we will. . . 

o Pray for the work of God 

                                                 
1 John Fehlen, Stanwood, Washington 
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1 pray for us that the message of the Lord may 
spread rapidly and be honored 

o Pray for those who are investing in the 
Work of God 

2 And pray that we may be delivered from 
wicked and evil men, for not everyone has 
faith. 3 But the Lord is faithful, and he will 
strengthen and protect you from the evil one. 

T.S.  Honoring the Call means recognizing the Call is 
a defining issue in our lives.  How we respond to it is 
critical. 

·  An Expectation to Persevere in the 
Call.    

5 May the Lord direct your hearts into God's love and 
Christ's perseverance.  

)��	�4����	����������2&������������
��������������
 
	�
�����
������5
��������������6	
����
����
���������� ��
�
��
��������	��������
	�
	��
	����������7'8����8
� ��
���	��
������)��	�9
�������������������������������
�
���"��
�������
����������������)��	����������	��� 
���

	�&7:2����������	����
	���
�������
�����������
��� ��	��

	����
	��
��2((:���������������	�����
��
����

)��	���������
����������
�����	���9
�����
����!��
	 "��
������
	���������!���
�����
�
�������!���	��
��4��� 
	�����
!����������
	���	����������
�"��;������	���������

4���	���������
�����;
���
����	�������
��
	��
��
�� ��
9
���������	
<���
	����������
���	�����
�	�����
��� 	��

���������	��������	����������
�������	����������
� ��
	�
���
�������

����5
�����������������
�������������� ����
����&7=(��3����.
��������
��>��
����
�������������� ���
������
�����
	������������	������������������������ �
����
�
	�
����
������
��������������
�	�����
����������� ��
����
	�������
�����



 6 

)���������������	��	
� �4������������

	��������
�� ��
�������
��������
����
�����������������
���	
���
�
�������4	������������ ��!"���

	���
����������
�� �	��

	������
�����
���������
�����������������
�����
�
 	�� 2�

The Call is a lifetime in pursuit.  For the oldest person 
here today, to the youngest, the urgency of the call 
remains.  Honoring the Call will mean persevering 
throughout a lifetime. 

Practical Advice for Honoring the Call 
Sometimes in life what we really want is just some 
practical advice.  We want some basic does and 
don’ts.  Syndicated columnist Dave Barry made a 
career of it. 

Here are a few lessons that humor columnist Dave 
Barry says took him 50 years to learn. 

5. A person who is nice to you, but rude to the waiter, 
is not a nice person. 

4. Never lick a steak knife. 

3. There is a very fine line between "hobby" and 
"mental illness."  

2. If you had to identify, in one word, the reason why 
the human race has not achieved, and never will 
achieve, its full potential, that word would be 
"meetings."  

1. Never, under any circumstances, take a sleeping 
pill and a laxative on the same night.3 

                                                 
2 Carl Manning, "Woman, 95, To Be Oldest College Graduate," 
www.myway.com; submitted by David Slagle, Atlanta, GA 
3 Dave Barry, "Things That It Took Me 50 Years to Learn," 
http://www.robinsweb.com/inspiration/dave_barry.html; submitted by 
Kevin A. Miller, Carol Stream, Illinois 
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Paul ends his letter with some practical advice for the 
Thessalonians. 

6 In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, we command 
you, brothers, to keep away from every brother who is 
idle and does not live according to the teaching you 
received from us. 7 For you yourselves know how you 
ought to follow our example. We were not idle when 
we were with you, 8 nor did we eat anyone's food 
without paying for it. On the contrary, we worked night 
and day, laboring and toiling so that we would not be 
a burden to any of you. 9 We did this, not because we 
do not have the right to such help, but in order to 
make ourselves a model for you to follow. 10 For 
even when we were with you, we gave you this rule: 
"If a man will not work, he shall not eat."  

11 We hear that some among you are idle. They are 
not busy; they are busybodies. 12 Such people we 
command and urge in the Lord Jesus Christ to settle 
down and earn the bread they eat. 13 And as for you, 
brothers, never tire of doing what is right.  

14 If anyone does not obey our instruction in this 
letter, take special note of him. Do not associate with 
him, in order that he may feel ashamed. 15 Yet do not 
regard him as an enemy, but warn him as a brother.  

·  Don’t let your relationships blow it. 
6 In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, we command 
you, brothers, to keep away from every brother who is 
idle and does not live according to the teaching you 
received from us.  

14 If anyone does not obey our instruction in this 
letter, take special note of him. Do not associate with 
him, in order that he may feel ashamed. 15 Yet do not 
regard him as an enemy, but warn him as a brother.  
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·  Follow good examples (mentors). 
7 For you yourselves know how you ought to follow 
our example. We were not idle when we were with 
you, 8 nor did we eat anyone's food without paying for 
it. On the contrary, we worked night and day, laboring 
and toiling so that we would not be a burden to any of 
you. 9 We did this, not because we do not have the 
right to such help, but in order to make ourselves a 
model for you to follow. 

·  Take personal responsibility for 
your life. 

10 For even when we were with you, we gave you this 
rule: "If a man will not work, he shall not eat." 

11 We hear that some among you are idle. They are 
not busy; they are busybodies. 12 Such people we 
command and urge in the Lord Jesus Christ to settle 
down and earn the bread they eat. 13 And as for you, 
brothers, never tire of doing what is right.  

·  Challenge each other to 
excellence. 

14 If anyone does not obey our instruction in this 
letter, take special note of him. Do not associate with 
him, in order that he may feel ashamed. 15 Yet do not 
regard him as an enemy, but warn him as a brother.  

 

�  HONORING THE CALL IS THE BOTTOM LINE 
FOR THOSE LIVING AS A LIGHTHOUSE.  

SUMMARY 

2 THESSALONIANS 
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CONTINUE STRONG, PREPARING FOR THE 
STORMS AHEAD, HONORING THE CALL OF GOD 
IN YOUR LIVES. 

 

CHALLENGE 

�  ARE YOU LIVING AS A LIGHTHOUSE? 

�  ARE WILLING TO ASK GOD TO TEACH 
YOU HOW TO LIVE AS A LIGHTHOUSE? 

�  A DARK WORLD NEEDS YOU ARE READY? 

  


