Never Give Up -- Accepting the Life
Long Call

1 Timothy 6:11-16
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INTRODUCTION

Never Giving up is the a key challenge in every
believers life

1 Tim 6:11-16

11 But you, man of God, flee from all this, and pursue
righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance and
gentleness. 12 Fight the good fight of the faith. Take
hold of the eternal life to which you were called when
you made your good confession in the presence of
many witnesses. 13 In the sight of God, who gives life
to everything, and of Christ Jesus, who while
testifying before Pontius Pilate made the good
confession, | charge you 14 to keep this command
without spot or blame until the appearing of our Lord
Jesus Christ, 15 which God will bring about in his own
time-God, the blessed and only Ruler, the King of
kings and Lord of lords, 16 who alone is immortal and
1



who lives in unapproachable light, whom no one has
seen or can see. To him be honor and might forever.
Amen. NIV

T.S. What are the keys to never giving up.

Knowing who you are v. 11-12
1 Tim 6:11-12
11 But you, man of God, . .. NIV

Paul calls Timothy not a man of God. But ‘man of
God.’ It is the undeniable truth of who he is.

When you wake up in the morning and look in the
mirror. Who do you see? Those of us who are
following the forgiver should see more that the
physical reflection. We should see ‘man of God,’ or
‘woman of God.’

Determines how you live.
1 Tim 6:11-12

11 But you, man of God, flee from all this, and pursue
righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance and
gentleness. 12 Fight the good fight of the faith.

NIV

These are all character qualities that Paul lists.

Character is the out put of how we live and how we
live is determined by how we see
ourselves.

Rob Roy

Liam Neeson has been swindled and
owes a huge debt. He is offered a
chance to have the debt forgiven, if
he will just defame the character of
the Duke of Argil. When he refuses,
Lord Montrose questions him why.



Because the act is below me, replies McGregor

Determines the choices you make.

Paul expects Timothy to respond to the challenges he
is making. Why. Because his is a man of God.

1Tim 6:11-12

11 But you, man of God, flee from all this, and pursue
righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance and
gentleness. 12 Fight the good fight of the faith.

Knowing the eternal perspective .
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One of the great motivators for not giving up is our
perspective. Paul would argue that our eye on eternal
life impacts our perseverance.

Look at the unique command he gives to Timothy.
1Tim 6:12-13

Take hold of the eternal life to which you were called
when you made your good confession in the presence
of many witnesses. NIV

Take hold of -- lay hold to, (middle voice) seize for
yourself.

When we think of someone taking hold of eternal life
we think of people who have died. Paul is telling
Timothy to take hold of it now, to seize for yourself
everything that eternal life means.

What really is important? What were the top news
stories of the week?

U.S. offers attorneys at Gitmo
Burma troops take monasteries

Supreme Court halts execution



Consumer spending up in August

Mad scramble for NL playoffs

Oden set for rehab, year of scouting the league
Bono receives Liberty Medal in Philly

Out in front of us is the drama of men and of nations,
seething, struggling, laboring, dying ... but within the
silences of the souls of men an eternal drama is ever
being enacted. ... On the outcome of this inner drama
rests, ultimately, the outer pageant of history.

The eternal perspective helps us remember what the
really important things are.

Knowing the charge v. 13

When | joined the SFBC as a teen | had no idea what
| was getting myself into.

Begin by selecting your 5 books for $5 . Plus, get a
FREE book!

All we ask is that you agree to buy just 4 more books
at regular club prices during your membership. Take
up to 2 years! Of course, you can order more books
than 4 and save up to 65% on all of them. You fulfill
your membership commitment when you buy 4 more
books, and you may cancel at any time after that.

As a member, you'll receive the SFBC catalog up to
19 times a year - so you'll always know about the
latest books, often before they appear in bookstores!
Each issue of the catalog reviews two Featured
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Selections and over 100 other books at savings up to
65% off publishers' edition prices.

You will automatically be shipped and billed for those
two feature selections if you do not send back the
response card within days of receiving it.

Paul wants Timothy to be very clear about what he is
getting into; about the charge he is making to him.

1Tim 6:13-16

13 In the sight of God, who gives life to everything,
and of Christ Jesus, who while testifying before
Pontius Pilate made the good confession, | charge
you 14 to keep this command without spot or blame
until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, 15 which
God will bring about in his own time-God, the blessed
and only Ruler, the King of kings and Lord of lords, 16
who alone is immortal and who lives in
unapproachable light, whom no one has seen or can
see. To him be honor and might forever. Amen. NIV

Serious Charge
In the presence of witnesses.

13 In the sight of God, who gives life to everything,
and of Christ Jesus, who while testifying before
Pontius Pilate made the good confession,

Leads to accountability in living.

15 which God will bring about in his own time-God,
the blessed and only Ruler, the King of kings and
Lord of lords, 16 who alone is immortal and who lives
in unapproachable light, whom no one has seen or
can see. To him be honor and might forever. Amen.
NIV



The highly regarded miniseries Band of Brothers
follows a company of U.S. paratroopers through the
preparation and experience of invading Europe on D-
Day. Based on real life interviews by survivors, the
series captures both the intensity of war and the
heroism of the troops.

The final disc of the 6-disc DVD set includes video
collages from the miniseries of each of the main
characters. The collection of shots of Lieutenant
Richard Winters gives a powerful picture of a true
leader who understands his calling—not unlike how a
Christian should view his or her calling in this world.
The collage shows Winters charging with his troops
into battle, then proudly saluting an officer he's just
promoted, and then commenting to a fellow soldier, "
don't like to retreat.”

The quick moving scenes of the collage close with
Winters leading his troops into their most celebrated
feat of the war, holding the Germans in the Battle of
the Bulge. A soldier leaving the front line pulls Winters
aside and says ominously, "Looks like you guys are
going to be surrounded.”

Without hesitation Winters replies, "We're
paratroopers, Lieutenant. We're supposed to be
surrounded."

Paul expects Timothy to live the same way. As a man
who knows who he is, understands the bigger
perspective and fulfills his charge accordingly.

CONCLUSION

Timothy is an archetype of every man and woman
who seeks to fulfill God’s calling in their life.

He reminds us the importance know who were are in
Christ, of keeping and eternal perspective in life and
knowing the charge the God calls us to.



Pray with me:

Lord Jesus, Living the Call Together is a life long task.
Enable me to be a faithful person of God who never
gives up on that calling. Give me confidence in who |
am in you. Help me to remember that this temporary
world is not everything as | embrace the charge to live
the call of God in my life. Amen!



