THE PASSION PIPELINE
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October 14"~ The Purpose of the Pipeline:

INTRODUCTION

Let’s say that on Monday morning you go

out to your car and you notice on the

instrument panel a gauge that looks like
this.

What do you do? Do you dare to go fill
your car up? After all you've heard that
car’s filled with gasoline sometimes catch
fire.

Not only that you heard that one of

someone when they were seeking to get

their car filled up had a bad experience.
The spilled the gas on themselves. One person even
shared that they saw a gas station catch fire.

Filling a car up with gas could be g R

really dangerous. After all how 87 /89| 91




much do we really know about gasoline. Who
understand all those octane ratings.

Besides you are a little unsure of just
how an internal combustion engine
works so maybe | should just avoid
filling my car up with gas.

So you keep driving on empty.

Ultimately what happens? We run out of
gas.

The car won't run and we’re stuck with the
conseqguences.

Imagine that once you’ve run out of gas
you still don’t address the need. You don't get the car
filled up.

You're feed up with running on

empty and you could decide to

just walk away and leave the car.

Maybe cars work for other

people, but they don’t work for

you. You could decide just give up on the car and
leave it behind.

Or you might decide that you can
make the car go in your own power so
rain or shine you’re out there pushing
the car to work, to the grocery store, to
church.

Role of the Holy Spirit in our lives in one of the over
looked and ignored areas of understanding. Some of
us have heard horror stores of misuses and extremes
when it comes to the Holy Spirit, so instead of seeking
to discover the truth about the Holy Spirit, instead of
discovering the great power and gifts he wants to



bring to our lives. We show up to church week after
week running on empty, seeking to grow in our
relationship with Jesus in our own power, our own
strength.

So instead of this.

We have settled for this.

Jesus has begun his ministry in Judea, by this time he
has preformed some significant miracles. People
have begun to debate who he really. Is he a prophet?
Is he The Christ? Is he just a Rabbi—teacher? Is he
a miracle worker?

During the feast of tabernacles, one of the seven High
Feasts of Israel', when every man is required to be in
Jerusalem of the celebration of the feast, Jesus
makes and incredible invitation to everyone present.

T.S. Turn with me to
John 7:37-39

37 On the last and greatest day of the Feast, Jesus
stood and said in a loud voice, "If anyone is thirsty, let
him come to me and drink. 38 Whoever believes in
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me, as the Scripture has said, streams of living water
will flow from within him." 39 By this he meant the
Spirit, whom those who believed in him were later to
receive. Up to that time the Spirit had not been given,
since Jesus had not yet been glorified. NIV

THE PASSION PIPELINE IS WHERE WE
BECOME CONNECTED TO THE LIVING
WATER.

This is and incredible promise that Jesus is making. It
is a promise intended for everyone who chooses to
respond.

T.S. Why should we want to be connected the
Pipeline?

I. Itis Promised

A. Universally available
If anyone. . .

Jesus clearly declares that this is a universal promise.
It is available to anyone. But just because it is
available doesn’t mean that everyone will receive it.

Some won’t because of
misconceptions about the Holy
Spirit.
Only Charismatics, or Pentecostals or Assembly of
God people are concerned with the Holy Spirit.

The Holy Spirit leads you to do strange things.
o Barking like a Dog
0 Running the aisles
o Rolling on the ground
0 Having seizures



The Holy Spirit is a mysterious elusive force.
| don’t need the Holy Spirit if | have Jesus.
The Holy Spirit is not for today.

B. Has a definite fulfillment

39 By this he meant the Spirit, whom those who
believed in him were later to receive. Up to that time
the Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had not yet
been glorified.

Early in his ministry Jesus is declaring that the role of
the Holy Spirit is going to be vital in the lives of
anyone who follows Him. Jesus declares his coming.

Acts 2:1-4

2:1 When the day of Pentecost came, they were all
together in one place. 2 Suddenly a sound like the
blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled
the whole house where they were sitting. 3 They saw
what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and
came to rest on each of them. 4 All of them were filled
with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other
tongues as the Spirit enabled them.

NIV

Acts 2:16-21
16 No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel:

17 ™In the last days, God says,

I will pour out my Spirit on all people.
Your sons and daughters will prophesy,
your young men will see visions,
your old men will dream dreams.

18 Even on my servants, both men and women,



| will pour out my Spirit in those days,
and they will prophesy.
19 | will show wonders in the heaven above
and signs on the earth below,
blood and fire and billows of smoke.
20 The sun will be turned to darkness
and the moon to blood
before the coming of the great and glorious day of the
Lord.
21 And everyone who calls
on the name of the Lord will be saved.’
NIV

T.S. Why should we want to be connected the
Pipeline?

lI. We're Thirsty

A. It is an acknowledgment that
something is missing.
If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink.
That there is more that you want

That there is something unsatisfied in your
relationship with Jesus.

lll. What are some of the signs of our thirst. As | got
through these maybe just check iff any that seem to
describe you right now

Jesus seems distant.
Prayer is negligible.
Worship has become stale. Itis a ritual.

Personal praise is overshadowed by bitterness
and grief.



Remain enslaved to certain sins
Life is void of God moments

You Sense a powerlessness about your walk
with Jesus.

Following Jesus is only about keeping rules.
You ignore sin issues in your life.

No one else is being impacted by your
relationship with Jesus.

The Word of God is ignored.

B. Requires a response on our patrt.
If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink.

Coming to Jesus means admitting to Him
we are thirsty and needy.

Coming to Jesus means allowing Him to
determine the means of satisfying your
thirst.

T.S. Why should we want to be connected the
Pipeline?

[1l.Because the outflow is essential

The Holy Spirit will cause Streams of living water to
flow from us.

38 Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said,
streams of living water will flow from within him."

What does this mean?

A. Living Water is the evidence of a
full life with God.

To forsake the living water is to forsake a relationship
with God.



Jeremiah 2:13

13 "My people have committed two sins:

They have forsaken me, the spring of living water,
and have dug their own cisterns, broken cisterns that
cannot hold water.

Jeremiah 17:13

13 O LORD, the hope of Israel, all who forsake you
will be put to shame.

Those who turn away from you will be written in the
dust because they have forsaken the LORD, the
spring of living water.

It is the same promise he makes to the woman at the
well he likely encountered traveling to Jerusalem for
the feasts.

John 4:10

10 Jesus answered her, "If you knew the gift of God
and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would have
asked him and he would have given you living water."

B. Living Water is the outflow of my
relationship with Jesus through the
Holy Spirit

Having filled us, living water flows out of us to a dry
and thirsty world.
Flows out because others who are thirsty
will be draw to the water.

They will recognize their thirst and be seek
to drink from Jesus.

Does your life make others thirsty for God or turn
them away form him?



In Galatins 6 Paul identified lists of things that could
flow out of our lives. One was a list of sins and
shameful acts. The other was list of character traits
that honor Jesus and touch the world with their power.
Love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness and self-control.

Do you want more of these in your life? The source
will be the Holy Spirit who will take us deeper into our
relationship Jesus, filling us to the point that these will
overflow.

SUMMARY

THE PASSION PIPELINE IS WHERE WE
BECOME CONNECTED TO THE LIVING
WATER.

It is the promise of the Holy Spirit.
The answer to our thirst for more.

The secret to unleashing an outflow of
grace in our lives.

CHALLENGE

Are you thirsty for more? Did you check off a list of
items that points to the reality fo your thirsty?

Are you ready to admit it and seek more?
What is flowing out of your life right now?

Is it the evidence of a deep love relationship with
Jesus? Is it a relationship so real and authentic that
others see it and thirst?

INVITATION



If today you would like to say, Yes Im ready | don’t
want to be thristy any more. | want to discover the
power of the Holy Spirit in my life, | invite you to stand
and join me in prayer.

If you would like to pray with someone about your
thirst, about discovering the Holy Spirit | invite you not
just to stand and pray, | invite you come pray with
others at the altar. | and a few of the elders and
wives will meet you here.

If you are unsure, or not ready, that's okay stay
seated and trust the Holy Spirit to continue to talk to
you about such things.

Pray with Me: Lord Jesus, | confess that | am thirsty;
the evidence of that thirst is plain in my life. Forgive
me for often ignoring that thirst. 1 come to you and |
want everything the Holy Spirit has for me. | want my
relationship with you to be so full that streams of living
water would flow from me life. Amen.
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