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Passion Pipeline

The Problem with the Pipes

 

 

INTRODUCTION 

There is an urban legend about a thief who was trying 
to Siphon gas from a motor home. 

The owner had been inside his motor 
home when he heard weird noises 
from outside. Apparently, a thief was 
trying to siphon gas from his vehicle. 
Going outside to confront the thief, the 

owner discovered a 14 year old boy curled into a fetal 
position.  Beside was a pool of vomit.  The siphon 
hose dangled as incriminating evidence of the young 
mans error.  Not only had he tried to steal fuel, he 
mistook the sewage holding tank access pipe for the 
gas tank.  The owner of the RV chose not to press 
charges believing the thief had been sufficiently 
punished. 
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Pipes are pretty simple, What flows out of a pipe is 
determined by what it is connected to.   

T.S. That is the basic problem with our pipes:   

� WHAT FLOWS THROUGH OUR PIPE IS 
DETERMINED BY WHAT IT IS 
CONNECTED TO.   

T,S.  So this morning what I want to do is look at the 
problem with the pipes.   

I. Prior to Salvation 

A. Reality 

Eph 2:1-6 

2:1 As for you, you were dead in your 
transgressions and sins, 2 in which you used to 
live when you followed the ways of this world 
and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the 
spirit who is now at work in those who are 
disobedient. 3 All of us also lived among them 
at one time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful 
nature and following its desires and thoughts. 
Like the rest, we were by nature objects of 
wrath. 4 But because of his great love for us, 
God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us alive with 
Christ even when we were dead in 
transgressions-it is by grace you have been 
saved.   NIV 

• Dead in Transgression and sins 

• Followed the ways of the world 

• Ways of the ruler of the kingdom of the air 

• Gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature. 

• The Spirit working in the disobedient 
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• Lived this way 

Col 3:5-8 

5 Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs 
to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, 
impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which 
is idolatry. 6 Because of these, the wrath of 
God is coming.  7 You used to walk in these 
ways, in the life you once lived.   NIV 

• Objects of His wrath 

Appl:   Prior to Salvation we had no choice about what 
flowed out of the pipe.  It was connected to our sinful 
nature that sooner of later would allow that nature to 
flow out. 

ILL:  Open the spigot on a pipe that only flows with 
filth. 

B. Recognition 

Titus 3:3-7 

3 At one time we too were foolish, disobedient, 
deceived and enslaved by all kinds of passions 
and pleasures. We lived in malice and envy, 
being hated and hating one another. 4 But 
when the kindness and love of God our Savior 
appeared, 5 he saved us, not because of 
righteous things we had done, but because of 
his mercy. He saved us through the washing of 
rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, 6 whom 
he poured out on us generously through Jesus 
Christ our Savior, 7 so that, having been 
justified by his grace, we might become heirs 
having the hope of eternal life.  

• He saved us despite all those realities 
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• He saved us not because of what we had 
done. 

• He saved us for different destiny 

� Rebirth 

� Renewal 

� Justification 

� Inheritance 

� Eternal Life. 

Appl:  Prior to Salvation we come to the 
recognition that it possible to have the pipe 
reconnected and we desire it. 

ILL:   Hold up other pipes that are not filled with 
filth.  Open a pure spigot. 

II. At Salvation 

A. Disconnected-- 

2 Cor 5:17 

17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new 
creation; the old has gone, the new has come!    

� The chain to our guilt of our sin is broken. 

� The chain to our sin nature is broken. 

ILL:  Disconnect the pipe. 

� The Pipe is washed and cleansed. 

ILL:  Wash the pipe 

� Possible now for Good to flow from our life.  
But it seems the good is not consistent.  
Almost accidental, not a stream of living 
water. 
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ILL:  Demonstrate how some water can flow 
out the ends, the pipe is clean and it gets 
others things wet, but it’s not very effective. 

B. Deeded over to God 

Eph 1:13-14 

13 And you also were included in Christ when 
you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your 
salvation. Having believed, you were marked in 
him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, 14 
who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance 
until the redemption of those who are God's 
possession-to the praise of his glory.  

• We are his and the Holy Spirit is given to us 
a seal. 

ILL:  We get the Holy Spirit, but it’s like this.  
Place the Alka-seltzer in the packet in a glass 
of water. 

III. After Salvation--Sanctification 

A. Consideration 

Rom 6:11-14 

11 In the same way, count yourselves dead to 
sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus. 12 
Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal 
body so that you obey its evil desires. 13 Do 
not offer the parts of your body to sin, as 
instruments of wickedness, but rather offer 
yourselves to God, as those who have been 
brought from death to life; and offer the parts of 
your body to him as instruments of 
righteousness. 14 For sin shall not be your 
master, because you are not under law, but 
under grace.  
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Appl: We are to be living as people alive to 
God and Dead to sin, an Instrument of 
Righteousness rather than sin. 

B. Conflict 

Rom 7:18-24 

18 I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, 
in my sinful nature. For I have the desire to do 
what is good, but I cannot carry it out. 19 For 
what I do is not the good I want to do; no, the 
evil I do not want to do-this I keep on doing. 20 
Now if I do what I do not want to do, it is no 
longer I who do it, but it is sin living in me that 
does it.  

21 So I find this law at work: When I want to do 
good, evil is right there with me. 22 For in my 
inner being I delight in God's law; 23 but I see 
another law at work in the members of my 
body, waging war against the law of my mind 
and making me a prisoner of the law of sin at 
work within my members. 24 What a wretched 
man I am!   

• We want to do good. 

• Find our selves still living at times like 
before we were saved. 

C. Crisis 

Begins with a point in time event that has 
ongoing results and implications. 

1. Presenting 

Rom 12:1-2 
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12:1 Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in 
view of God's mercy, to offer your 
bodies as living sacrifices, holy and 
pleasing to God-this is your spiritual act 
of worship. 2 Do not conform any longer 
to the pattern of this world, but be 
transformed by the renewing of your 
mind. Then you will be able to test and 
approve what God's will is-his good, 
pleasing and perfect will.  

2. Seeking 

Eph 5:18  Instead, be filled with the 
Spirit.    

3. Accepting by faith 

1 Thess 5:23-24 

23 May God himself, the God of peace, 
sanctify you through and through. May 
your whole spirit, soul and body be kept 
blameless at the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 24 The one who calls you 
is faithful and he will do it.  

Appl:  The crisis event of 
sanctification, Baptism of the Holy 
Spirit, doesn’t occur until we admit 
we need it, seek it, and accept it by 
faith.  When we do God unleashes 
the Holy Spirit in our life. 

ILL:  Open the Alka-seltzer in the glass. 

D. Connection 

• As a result of the crisis experience, a new 
connection is established in our lives.  The 
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pipe is connected that the living water may 
flow. 

Gal 5:16-21 

16 So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not 
gratify the desires of the sinful nature. 17 For 
the sinful nature desires what is contrary to the 
Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the 
sinful nature. They are in conflict with each 
other, so that you do not do what you want.  

ILL:  Connect the Pipe 

E. Confirmation 

1. Fruit 

Gal 5:22-26 

22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 
gentleness and self-control. Against such 
things there is no law. 24 Those who belong to 
Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature 
with its passions and desires. 25 Since we live 
by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit.  

2. Gifts 

1 Cor 12:7 

7 Now to each one the manifestation of the 
Spirit is given for the common good. 

ILL:  Let the water flow 

SUMMARY 

� Prior to Salvation the problem with the pipes was 
that they were connected to Sin and Its nature in 
us. 
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� At Salvation the connection to sin was broken and 
the pipes were cleaned.  What flowed form the 
pipes then was determined by the choices we 
made—what we immersed ourselves in.  Sin kept 
reappearing despite our desire not to sin. 

� The Crisis experience of Sanctification, the infilling 
of the Holy Spirit, the Baptism of the Holy Spirit, 
connects us to source of poser and fruit.  It 
unleashes the Holy Spirit in his fullness in our 
lives. 

Appl:  The crisis event of sanctification, 
Baptism of the Holy Spirit, doesn’t occur 
until we admit we need it, seek it, and 
accept it by faith.  When we do God 
unleashes the Holy Spirit in our life. 

 

� After the experience we should expect an 
increasing aversion to sin, greater, passion for 
Jesus, growing abundance of fruit, the emergence 
of gifts in our lives. 

CHALLENGE 

Unfortunately sometimes we ignore problems with the 
pipes.   

? Anyone here ever been in a restroom where the 
hot and cold water are reversed.  Cold is on the 
left and hot is on the right.  Why didn’t they just fix 
that? 

? Anyone ever used a sink where the spigots 
worked backwards, you have to turn them the 
wrong way.  Why don’t they just fix that?   

? Anyone ever ignore the lack of power in their walk 
with Jesus?  Anyone every over look their 
enslavement to sin even after salvation? 
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? Is it time to fix the problem with your pipes?  

INVITATION 

Is it time for you to admit you need it.? Is it time for 
you to seek it?  Is it time for you to accept it by faith? 

Is it time for your crisis moment of Sanctification, your 
Baptism with the Holy Spirit? 

We are going to sing “Open the Eyes of My heart 
Lord” and if today you wan to have you eyes open to 
the Baptism of the Holy Spirit.  Then while we sing I 
invite you to come forward and some of our elders will 
join you as you seek Him. 

 

Jesus, I am grateful to You for my salvation, 

because Your death and resurrection 
purchased a place for me in heaven.  I was 

unworthy of Your grace but You gave it freely 
to me.  I know I have eternal life, and I now 

have a deep longing in my soul to know for 
certain that I have been filled with the Holy 

Spirit.  I know You have given me this 
promise.  Cleanse me of all sin by the blood of 

the Lord Jesus Christ.  I turn over my entire 
life to You.  Right now, fill me, saturate me-

every area of my life, every cell of my body, 
every thought.  Immerse me in the Holy Spirit.  

I receive this by faith and I will never again 
doubt whether or not I have been filled, Yes, I 

know I am filled, Praise You Jesus.  Hallelujah! 


