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11-4  Connected Living  

 

Did you ever notice that the right leader makes all the 
difference.   

Gideon Pillow  

Gideon Pillow was appointed 
brigadier general in the Confederate 
States Army. Pillow resigned from the 
Army on December 28 in a dispute 
with Maj. Gen. Leonidas Polk, but he 
soon realized that this was a rash 
decision and was able to cancel his 
resignation by obtaining an order from 

Confederate President Jefferson Davis.  

When he returned he was given command of Fort 
Donelson, a crucial installation protecting the 
Cumberland River.  

During the Battle of Fort Donelson, Pillow essentially 
overshadowed the general who was in formal 



 2 

command of the left wing of the army and led this 
wing in a surprise assault (February 15, 1862) with 
the intention of opening an escape route to relieve the 
besieged Confederate forces in the fort.  

Although the assault 
against the union army of 
was initially successful, 
Pillow inexplicably decided 
to pull his men from their 
advance positions and 
back into the trenches so 

that they could be resupplied before their escape, 
squandering the advances they had fought for so hard 
that morning.  

His error was realized too late.  At a council of war 
early on the morning of February 16, the generals 
agreed to surrender their army.  

Pillow, passed command to 
Simon Bolivar Buckner, and 
escaped in the night in a small 
boat across the Cumberland 
River. 

His opponent at the battle of 
Fort Donnelson--Ulysses S. 

Grant   

Some historians have judged Ulysses S. Grant as 
being too rash in his haste to 
assault Fort Donelson without 
possessing overwhelming 
superiority. However, his 
acquaintance with Gideon Pillow 
played a key factor in his 
confidence. As he wrote in his 
memoirs, 
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 “ I had known General Pillow in Mexico, and judged 
that with any force, no matter how small, I could 
march up to within gunshot of any intrenchments he 
was given to hold. 

 

�  WE ARE CALLED TO BE LED BY THE 
SPIRIT 

T.S.  If the ‘point in time’ beginning of my 
sanctification, the ‘Spirit filled life,’ is the Baptism of 
the Holy Spirit, then the progressive part of my 
sanctification is being led by the Holy Spirit. 

What does it mean to be led by the Spirit? 
Turn with me this morning to one of the clearest 
passages on understanding what it means to be led 
by the spirit.  Turn with me to Galatians 5:16-25 

Gal 5:16-26 

16 So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify 
the desires of the sinful nature. 17 For the sinful 
nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the 
Spirit what is contrary to the sinful nature. They are in 
conflict with each other, so that you do not do what 
you want. 18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are 
not under law.  

19 The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual 
immorality, impurity and debauchery; 20 idolatry and 
witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, 
selfish ambition, dissensions, factions 21 and envy; 
drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did 
before, that those who live like this will not inherit the 
kingdom of God.  

22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 
gentleness and self-control. Against such things there 
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is no law. 24 Those who belong to Christ Jesus have 
crucified the sinful nature with its passions and 
desires. 25 Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in 
step with the Spirit.  

I. Daily acknowledging Holy Spirit as 
the leader   

Gal 5:18  But if you are led by the Spirit, you are 
not under law.  

·  Subjective Clause – This is not a statement of 
reality, it is a statement of possibility. 

IF you are led.   

·  Subjective case makes it an us issue not a god 
issue.  Being led by the Spirit is up to us.  
Choice we make. 

Imagine playing follow the leader 
where everyone ignores the leader. 

Appl:  One of the ways to begin to 
be led by the spirit is to renew your connection 
early in the morning. 

A simple prayer like this.  Holy Spirit you are the 
leader and guide in my life.  Today I submit 
myself to you as leader.  

II. Daily trusting in His Competence 
vs 16 

Gal 5:16  So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will 
not gratify the desires of the sinful nature.  

·  live by the Spirit --Ongoing present tense 
command 

·  you will not gratify—subjective dependent 
clause with a point in time reality 
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Too often we want to trust in two other things. 

A. Self  
Appl:  I can do this, I can become more righteous, I 
can over come this problem, I handle this. 

Misquote  Phil 4:13 

13 I can do everything through him who gives me 
strength.  

Stress the I, rather than trusting the one who gives us 
strength. 

B. Rules 
I’m pretty convinced rules don’t change behavior. 

I tend to think people are either hygienic or not. And 
these signs bother me. 

 
 

There is something wrong with that. 

If you have to make a rule to get someone to wash 
their hands, I don’t want them fixing my sandwich. 

Appl:  Do you take a list that should be the outcome of 
a right relationship with God and make it the means to 
a right relationship. If you have to make a list of rules 
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to define your walk with God, then there is something 
wrong with that. 

III.   Daily expecting Changes  vs 17 
Gal 5:17 

 17 For the sinful nature desires what is contrary to 
the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the sinful 
nature. They are in conflict with each other, so that 
you do not do what you want.    

Every year when our children begin school.  They are 
filled with a sense of excitement.  They don’t really 
n=know what changes to expect, but they expect 
changes.  So do we whenever we have a job change, 
we make a move.  We expect changes. 

 

Are you expecting changes in your life because you 
are being led by the Holy Spirit. 

A. Leading us away from acts of the 
sinful nature.  vv19-21 

 
·  sexual 

immorality 
·  impurity  

debauchery  
·  idolatry  
·  witchcraft 
·  hatred 
·  discord 
·  jealousy 

·  fits of rage 
·  selfish ambition 
·  dissensions 
·  factions  
·  envy 
·  drunkenness 
·  orgies 
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1. These are reference points 
Gal 5:19  The acts of the sinful nature 
are obvious: 

2. Towards these acts, sins = 
grieving the Holy Spirit 

 
Eph 4:30  And do not grieve the Holy 
Spirit of God, with whom you were 
sealed for the day of redemption.  

a) Repentance 

b) Recommitment, not to try 
harder but to follow 

c) Refilling 
  

Appl:  Praying a prayer like this is appropriate:  
Holy Spirit forgive me for grieving you by ignoring 
your leading and moving again toward the acts of 
a sin nature,  I desire to be led by you fill me 
again to overflowing that I might sin.  

B. Leading us towards a Holy Spirit 
shaped character   vv 22-23 

 
·  love 
·  joy 
·  peace 
·  patience 
·  kindness 

·  goodness 
·  faithfulness 
·  gentleness  
·  self-control.  
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Appl:  These are the reference points of a growing 
sprit led life.  They are how we judge ourselves.  
Are they being produced, are the growing. 

IV. Daily keeping in Step 
Gal 5:25-26 
25 Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with 
the Spirit.  
 
This implies a life long ongoing commitment.  No 
quick fix, but it is the path of transformation. 
 

�  WE ARE CALLED TO BE LED BY THE 
SPIRIT 

SUMMARY 

Daily acknowledging the Spirit as leader 

Trusting in his competence 

Expecting changes 

Keep in Step 

 

CHALLENGE 
Sanctification is both a crisis and process event in our 
lives. 

It begins with the baptism of the Holy Spirit,  but then 
is completed through the day to day leading of the 
Holy Spirit.   

 

Where are you concerning sanctification? 

Have you had your crisis experience yet? 
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If you have been baptized by the holy Spirit, are you 
daily submitting to the Holy Spirit’s leadership in your 
life? 

INVITATION 
Are you ready to dedicate yourself to keeping is step 
with t he sprit? 


