11/11 Amazing Pipes:
Understanding the Benefit of
Spiritual Gifts

In just a few weeks many of us will start to receive
interesting packages in the mail. You will start to
receive statements of benefits. Detailed accounting
of how your investment your retirement fund has fared
in the past year.

Many of us will spend some time reviewing them.
Some of us will go over them in detail. Because if the
benefit statement reveals were entitled to something
we want to know it is and to make sure we
appropriate it.



Where have we been? We have been talking about
the benefit of connecting with the Holy Spirit*.

1. Power — Breaking the control of sin in our lives.

2. Holiness of Life — Moving us from the obvious sign
posts of sin to a Holy Spirit controlled character.

3. Daily Guidance -- Led by him daily n this process,
trusting in His competence keeping in step with Him.

Spiritual Gifts

SPIRITUAL GIFTS ARE ONE OF THE
BENEFITS OF THE SPIRIT FILLED
LIFE.

1Corl12:7-11

7 Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit
is given for the common good. 8 To one there is
given through the Spirit the message of wisdom, to
another the message of knowledge by means of
the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same

! Our statement of faith on the Holy Spirit.

3. The Holy Spirit is a divine person,(12) sent to dwell, guide,
teach, empower the believer,(13) and convince the world of sin,
of righteousness, and of judgment.(14) ([12] John 14:15-18, [13]
John 16:13, Acts 1:8, [14] John 16:7-11)

7. It is the will of God that each believer should be filled with the
Holy Spirit and be sanctified wholly,(22) being separated from sin
and the world and fully dedicated to the will of God, thereby
receiving power for holy living and effective service.(23) This is
both a crisis and a progressive experience wrought in the life of
the believer subsequent to conversion.24 ([22] 1 Thessalonians
5:23, [23] Acts 1:8, [24] Romans 6:1-14)



Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit,
10 to another miraculous powers, to another
prophecy, to another distinguishing between
spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of
tongues, and to still another the interpretation of
tongues. 11 All these are the work of one and the
same Spirit, and he gives them to each one, just
as he determines. NIV

lll: video on Paul Potts

|. What are spiritual gifts?

Spiritual Gifts are the empowerments from the
Holy Spirit that allow us to shine with God'’s
Glory in his kingdom.

Given by the Holy Spirit to the followers of
Christ so that Jesus can continue His ministry
through us.

The gifts are simply the ways the Holy Spirit
equips us for our role in the kingdom of God.

A. Manifestations of the Holy Spirit

7 Now to each one the manifestation of the
Spirit is given for the common good.

These are not things you develop or things that
you learn they are manifestations. They
emerge from the Holy Spirit and are an
evidence of His working in our lives.

B. Dispensed by the Holy Spirit

11 All these are the work of one and the same
Spirit, and he gives them to each one, just as
he determines. NIV



We have the potential of any and all of
them.

Which gifts is a God thing.
ll. The Nature of Spiritual Gifts

A. Spiritual in their manifestation
11 All these are the work of one and the same Spirit,

Some say that the gifts are Supernatural, therefore
always miraculous. | think Spirit is a better
classification.

B. Ordinary and Extraordinary in
Their Manifestation
Examples in Christ’s Life who did everything by the
Spirit
Ordinary Power
Mark 6:4-6

5 He could not do any miracles there, except
lay his hands on a few sick people and heal
them. 6 And he was amazed at their lack of
faith. NIV

Extraordinary Power
Luke 5:17

17 One day as he was teaching, Pharisees and
teachers of the law, who had come from every
village of Galilee and from Judea and
Jerusalem, were sitting there. And the power of
the Lord was present for him to heal the sick.
NIV

Other Examples

Teaching—I can always teach. But there are
moments under the anointing when | teach on



a subject of great difficulty with exceptional
clarity.

Tongues -- Prayer language Paul talks about
in 1 Cor 14 and the preaching in Tongues the
Apostles did at Pentecost.

lll. The Purpose of the Gifts

A. The Common Good

7 Now to each one the manifestation of the
Spirit is given for the common good.

Blessing to all of us.

B. Benefit the Church
1 Cor 14:26

26 What then shall we say, brothers? When
you come together, everyone has a hymn, or a
word of instruction, a revelation, a tongue or an
interpretation. All of these must be done for the
strengthening of the church. NIV

Strengthening
Complementing

Spiritual gifts should work together,
complementing each other. The Holy Spirit
distributes the gifts throughout the Body (1
Corinthians 12:11) so that it takes the entire
Body working together to present the full
ministry of Christ to the world.

C. Spiritual gifts can witness to non-
believers.

But if an unbeliever or someone who does not
understand comes in while everybody is



prophesying, he will be convinced by all that he
is a sinner and will be judged by all, and the
secrets of his heart will be laid bare. So he will
fall down and worship God, exclaiming, “God is
really among you!” 1 Corinthians 14:24-25

V. Misconceptions about Spiritual
Gifts

A. They have ceased.
The debate centers on this passage.
Eph 4:11-13

11 It was he who gave some to be apostles,
some to be prophets, some to be evangelists,
and some to be pastors and teachers, 12 to
prepare God's people for works of service, so
that the body of Christ may be built up 13 until
we all reach unity in the faith and in the
knowledge of the Son of God and become
mature, attaining to the whole measure of the
fullness of Christ.

NIV

Since the spirit makes no difference between
the gifts, if some have ceased they all have

ceased. Those who hold this view especially
point out that the listin 1 Cor 12 has ceased.

B. All of us will have the same gift or
gifts.

Some teach that the evidence of a spirit filled
life is Speaking in tongues. NO the evidence
of a Spirit filled life is the fruit of the Spirit,
because we are being led form the old nature
to the new.



Might a Spirit filled believer speak in tongues.
Yes. The same way he might have the gift of
encouragement, helps or service.

V. Stumbling Blocks to Avoid about
Spiritual Gifts

A. Failing to recognize that some are
more significant
1Corl4:1

14:1 Follow the way of love and eagerly desire
spiritual gifts, especially the gift of prophecy.

NIV
1Cor 14:12

12 So it is with you. Since you are eager to
have spiritual gifts, try to excel in gifts that build
up the church.

NIV

The greater gifts have to do with the
declaration of the message we are entrusted
with.

B. Making Tongues the Key Issue
1 Cor 14:18

18 | thank God that | speak in tongues more
than all of you. 19 But in the church | would

rather speak five intelligible words to instruct
others than ten thousand words in a tongue.

NIV



C. Dismissing certain gifts

11 All these are the work of one and the same
Spirit, and he gives them to each one, just as
he determines.

D. Neglecting a spiritual gift
1 Tim 4:13-14

14 Do not neglect your gift, which was given
you through a prophetic message when the
body of elders laid their hands on you.

NIV

E. Abusing your Gift
1 Cor 14:29-33

29 Two or three prophets should speak, and
the others should weigh carefully what is said.
30 And if a revelation comes to someone who
is sitting down, the first speaker should stop.
31 For you can all prophesy in turn so that
everyone may be instructed and encouraged.
32 The spirits of prophets are subject to the
control of prophets. 33 For God is not a God of
disorder but of peace.

NIV

CONCLUSION ON SPIRITUAL GIFTS

Expectancy without Agenda

We, in The Christian and Missionary Alliance, believe
that spiritual gifts are supernatural empowerments
given by the Holy Spirit to believers in Christ to enable
us to continue the ministry of Jesus, building up the
church and extending the Kingdom of God.



We should continually ask, “Holy Spirit, how do You
want to manifest the presence of Jesus through me?”
Jesus is our focus, and completing His mission is our
mandate.

The gifts of the Spirit are to serve His purposes in the
church and in our world.

There are “tests” available that might indicate your
spiritual gifting. However, some of them identify a
person’s natural talents and preferences, rather than
one’s spiritual gifts.

A better way of confirming a person’s spiritual gifting
is through the local congregation and its leadership.



