A SIMPLE
CHRISTMAS

CHRISTMAS GIFTS
ALL YEAR LONG

Matthew 2:1-12
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Christmas gift thing all wrong?

Others seem to get it right and
it makes the news.

Salvation Army Kettle Surprise

i Talk about ringing the bells.

For the third straight year, the Salvation Army's Red
Kettle campaign — the after-Thanksgiving drive to
raise money for Christmas and other charities — got
off to a golden start, thanks to the anonymous donor
who dropped a one-ounce Eagle coin into the pot at a
Rice Boulevard Sam's Club.

The American gold coin is valued
in excess of $800 — enough, says
Salvation Army spokeswoman
Jincy Kunnacherry, to provide gifts
for 20 children.

The 1999 Eagle, donated Dec. 1,



was the first gold coin received this year. The
Salvation Army typically receives three gold coins a
year.

The coin was wrapped in a $1 bill, along with a slip of
paper bearing the message, "A Child is Born." The
coin dropped in the kettle at that location last year
came with the same message.

Jasper -- For the second straight year, someone
plunked a solid-gold coin into a Salvation Army kettle
in Southern Indiana’'s Dubois County.

Gerald Cunningham, the bell coordinator with the
Salvation Army of Dubois County, found the South
African Krugerrand, worth about $800, among damp
bills and coins he was drying out on his living room
floor.

Cunningham said he saw a glint of gold Sunday as he
unwrapped a moist bill he'd dumped out of one of the
kettles used by volunteers to collect donations.

He said six Krugerrands were found in Salvation Army
kettles across Indiana last holiday season.
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BARRE — The Salvation Army's annual red kettle
drive has once again struck gold in central Vermont.

For the second straight year an anonymous donor
dropped a rare gold coin into one of the red kettles at
the Berlin Mall, according to Capt. Louis Patrick of the
Barre-based Salvation Army.

No one was more surprised
than Patrick, who viewed
last year's welcome deposit
of a gold coin, which
eventually sold for almost
$3,000, as a unique
occurrence.

"l was absolutely totally

shocked," Patrick said of

Tuesday's unexpected
discovery. "l considered it a once-in-a-lifetime kind of
thing."

Turns out he was wrong, and he's got another
century-old Indian head gold coin to prove it.

The date on this year's coin, which was discovered in
the red kettle outside the local Wal-Mart, is 1909,
according to Patrick, who noted a nearly identical coin
was found in a kettle just down the mall corridor in
front of Jo-Ann's Fabrics last year. Although it was
worth only $2.50 when it was made, that 1908 coin
was sold to a local collector for $2,750 last Dec. 31.

T.S. It's commonly accepted that people should be
compassionate during the Christmas season, and it's
a sociological fact that they are. People tend to do
more, give more, and help others more during the
month of December than any other time of the year.



Part of the reason for this is that we have more
opportunities to help others during this season. For
example, most of you have probably given money to
the Salvation Army already, simply because there
was someone ringing a bell at the entrance of the mall
or WalMart, and it was convenient to give at that time.

But that bell ringer is not there in July.

That is one of the problems with the hectic holidays.
The season reminds us to be compassionate, and we
are motivated to give because we often feel so guilty
about all the extravagant expenses we are laying out
in our celebration of Christmas that we give.

PART OF CELEBRATING A
SIMPLE CHRISTMAS IS LEARNING
THE SECRET OF TRUE
CHRISTMAS GIFTS.

T.S. The story of the three wise men teaches us
how to give. These principles work 12 months out of
the year. So if we can grasp the principles of there
giving in our simple Christmas, we can grasp the
secret of Christmas gifts all year long.

Matt 2:1-12

2:1 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea,
during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east
came to Jerusalem 2 and asked, "Where is the one
who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star
in the east and have come to worship him."

3 When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and
all Jerusalem with him. 4 When he had called
together all the people's chief priests and teachers of
the law, he asked them where the Christ was to be
born. 5 "In Bethlehem in Judea," they replied, "for this
is what the prophet has written:
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6 "'But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by
no means least among the rulers of Judah; for out of
you will come a ruler who will be the shepherd of my
people Israel.™

7 Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out
from them the exact time the star had appeared. 8 He
sent them to Bethlehem and said, "Go and make a
careful search for the child. As soon as you find him,
report to me, so that | too may go and worship him."

9 After they had heard the king, they went on their
way, and the star they had seen in the east went
ahead of them until it stopped over the place where
the child was. 10 When they saw the star, they were
overjoyed. 11 On coming to the house, they saw the
child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and
worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and
presented him with gifts of gold and of incense and of
myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a dream not to
go back to Herod, they returned to their country by
another route.

PART OF CELEBRATING A
SIMPLE CHRISTMAS IS LEARNING
THE SECRET OF TRUE
CHRISTMAS GIFTS.

Let's take a look at each one. First of all, when you
give...

I. True Christmas Gifts are expressions of
our relationship with God.

Matt 2:11

11 On coming to the house, they saw the child with
his mother Mary, and they bowed down and
worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and
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presented him with gifts of gold and of incense and of
myrrh. NIV

Appl: Why do you give gifts at Christmas? The
number one reason we give gifts: a Traditional,
Obligational gift Exchange.

The motivation of the wise men is drastically
different than our motivation to give.

When the wise men came to see Jesus, they knew
they weren't going to a "qift exchange."

They were going to see a child, who was, quite
literally, born in a barn. His parents were poor; the
possibility of reciprocation didn't exist. And, of course,
the wise men didn't care. They came to give, not
receive.

Today we seem to be very concerned about
reciprocity.

People take offense if the gift they receive isn’t
worth as much as the gift they gave.

People take offense over the gifts they receive or
don't receive.

People take offense if they are not rightly thanked
for their gifts.

The Wise men show such a different story.

A. Flow from our Spiritual Journey

2:1 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in
Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi
from the east came to Jerusalem 2 and asked,
"Where is the one who has been born king of
the Jews? We saw his star in the east and
have come to worship him."



B. Reflect our understanding of
Jesus.

11 On coming to the house, they saw the child
with his mother Mary, and they bowed down
and worshiped him. Then they opened their
treasures and presented him with gifts of gold
and of incense and of myrrh. NIV

According to the customs of the day, gold
was the gift for a king; incense was the gift
for a priest; and myrrh was the gift for one
who is to die—it was used to embalm the
bodies of the dead.

When the wise men brought their gifts to
Jesus, they didn't come bearing trinkets for
a child. They brought gifts that indicated
who he truly was—the king of kings, the
great high priest, the one who would die for
the sins of the world.

Appl: Why do you give gifts? If Christmas is about
giving then ‘Christmas Gifts’ would flow from our
spiritual journey and be an expression of our
understanding of the Forgiver. Have you every given
a Christmas gift, or do we just give gifts on Christmas
morning.

2. True Christmas Gifts are given out of
love, not out of obligation.

lll: Have you ever received a gift from someone with
the impression that the gift was given more out of duty
than desire? Did you ever receive a gift that you
thought had ulterior motives.

In 1999 Pennsylvania's Republican Governor Tom
Ridge sent out $100 rebates on school-district



property taxes. This happened just before the
election, so naturally he was accused of trying to buy
votes. Hundreds of tax-payers responded in an
unexpected way: they returned the money to the
school district. The Philadelphia school district
received more than $40,000 in rebate gifts. The most
interesting part of this is that the majority of gifts came
from people outside the Philadelphia school district,
who felt the under-funded city schools needed the
money more than their suburban schools. These
people had nothing to gain by sending their money to
another school district. They did it because they care.
(Newsweek, Dec.11, 2000, p.64)

Notice what Matthew says...

2:1 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea,
during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east
came to Jerusalem 2 and asked, "Where is the one
who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star
in the east and have come to worship him ."

11 On coming to the house, they saw the child with
his mother Mary, and they bowed down and
worshiped him . Then they opened their treasures
and presented him with gifts of gold and of incense
and of myrrh. NIV

The Wise men’s gifts are driven by their
overwhelming desires to worship the Forgiver.

Appl: It's great to enjoy those gifts we give and
receive at Christmas time, but let’'s not confuse them
with ‘Christmas Gifts’ like the wise men gave. Theirs
were gifts of worship.

Have you ever given a Christmas Gift? Not the gift
exchange that takes place over the holidays. Not the
the Christmas mess on Christmas morning. Have you
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ever given a Christmas Gift--A gift motivated by
worship.

3. True Christmas Gifts can be given at any
time.

Matthew says...

11 On coming to the house , they saw the child with
his mother Mary, and they bowed down and
worshiped him.

Unfortunately we associate Christmas gifts with
December 25™. But true Christmas gifts are not tied
just to the day of Jesus birth.

It is likely that ht wise men missed the date by as
much as two years. Yet when they had the
opportunity the took it and presented true Christmas
gifts.

For most of us the giving of Christmas gifts ends with
the last family celebration of the season. But if
Christmas gifts and expressions of our understanding
of who Jesus is and they are motivated by a loving
heart seeking to worship, we can give Christmas Gifts
at any time.

True Christmas Gifts will require a commitment
o True Christmas Gifts may take time.

o True Christmas Gifts may require
sacrifice

True Christmas Gifts will change how we view the
Christmas season.



PART OF CELEBRATING A
SIMPLE CHRISTMAS IS LEARNING
THE SECRET OF TRUE
CHRISTMAS GIFTS.

Appl: We've suggested some ideas.

Food Bank outreach.

End of the Year Missions offering.

It might involve the Christmas Eve service.
It might involve a neighbor, a co-worker.

But maybe you need to talk with your spouse about
what it is. But imagine what it would be like this year
if all of us gave true Christmas Gifts and didn’t just
exchange presents.

CONCLUSION

In recapturing a simple Christmas, each of us can
rediscover the secret of true Christmas gifts all year
long.

Let your light shine before men. -- Jesus

10



