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INTRODUCTION 
 
Show the Resolutions video. 
 
Here we are at the end of one year and on the 
threshold of another.  It’s a good time to look at our 
lives and ask ourselves, “Are changes needed?  Is 
something missing?” 
 
One of the things you might not know about me is that 
I love to cook.  I love to cook all sorts of things. 
 

·  Thai Salmon in an orange 
sauce 

·  Halibut Olympia 
·  Dry Rub ribs 
·  Southwestern Stuffed Acorn 

Squash 
 

Sometimes people ask me for a 
recipe and that’s always a little bit 
of a challenge.  You see I cook by 
smell and taste.  I am always 
tasting things and asking myself 

what’s missing.  What’s needed to really make this 
special, “What’s the missing ingredient?” 
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�  At the end of the year it is a good time to taste 
the soup and ask ourselves, “Was there a 
missing ingredient?   

�  What has been missing in our relationship with 
the Forgiver that holds us back? 

�  What do we need to change as we start the 
New Year? 

 
Is there a missing ingredient?  Yes. 
 
Paul Dawson shares this story: 
 
Ill:  While visiting Grand Coulee Dam, my family and I 
were surprised to see that the visitor's center was 
dark.  It was a sunny day, so we thought the center 
might have tinted windows, but as we got closer we 
realized there were no lights on.  We went in and saw 
that none of the displays were working.  Suddenly it 
became clear: there was no power to the center.  Due 
to a technical difficulty of some kind, the visitor's 
center that sat only hundreds of feet from a 
hydroelectric dam had no power.  
 
How could something be so close to the power 
source, yet not be "plugged in"?1 
 

�  Is it possible that we are so close to the 
Forgiver yet not plugged in? 

 
For 6 out of 10 individuals, prayer is the missing 
ingredient.  (BBC) 
 
Do you agree or disagree with the following 
statements? 
 
Speaking for yourself 

                                            
1 Paul Dawson, Pendleton, Oregon 
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�  I am often very dissatisfied with my prayer life. 
�  I pray mainly because I know I should pray. 
�  I pray but it often doesn’t seem to make a 

difference in my life. 
�  Prayer frustrates me. 
�  I feel guilty for not praying more. 
�  If prayer is a reflection of my intimacy with 

God, then it really is one of the missing 
ingredients in my life. 

 
CRACKING THE PRAYER PUZZLE IS 
ESSENTIAL IN OUR LIVES. 
 

Prayer is a central act of the Church 
of God. 
Acts 2:42 
42 They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching 
and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to 
prayer.   NIV  
 
(devoted) 
 
proskartereo  (pros-kar-ter-eh'-o);  
to be earnest towards, i.e. (to a thing) to persevere, 
be constantly diligent, or (in a place) 

It was the first act of the church. 
Acts 1:14 
14 They all joined together constantly in prayer, along 
with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and 
with his brothers.  
 
they were devoted to prayer 



 4 

It was the harbinger of God’s Glory. 
Acts 1:14 
14 They all joined together constantly in prayer, along 
with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and 
with his brothers.  NIV 
 
Acts 2:1-3 
2:1 When the day of Pentecost came, they were all 
together in one place. 2 Suddenly a sound like the 
blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled 
the whole house where they were sitting.  NIV 
 
Acts 4:31 
31 After they prayed, the place where they were 
meeting was shaken. And they were all filled with the 
Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly.  NIV 

Prayer is cultivated as a normal part 
of our Christian Experience. 

Organized for prayer 

Times of Prayer 
Acts 3:1 
3:1 One day Peter and John were going up to the 
temple at the time of prayer-at three in the afternoon. 

Priority for prayer   
Acts 6:6 
6 They presented these men to the apostles, who 
prayed and laid their hands on them.  

Dedicated Places to pray  
Acts 16:16 
16 Once when we were going to the place of prayer, 
we were met by a slave girl who had a spirit by which 
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she predicted the future. She earned a great deal of 
money for her owners by fortune-telling.  
 
 

Committed to Prayer 

Leaders Prayed. 
Acts 3:1 
3:1 One day Peter and John were going up to the 
temple at the time of prayer-at three in the afternoon. 

Converts Prayed.   
Acts 2:41-42 
 41 Those who accepted his message were baptized, 
and about three thousand were added to their number 
that day.  
 
42 They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching 
and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to 
prayer.  

Prayed in Groups   
Acts 12:12 
12 When this had dawned on him, he went to the 
house of Mary the mother of John, also called Mark, 
where many people had gathered and were praying. 2 

                                            
2 Acts 12:5-13 
5 So Peter was kept in prison, but the church was earnestly praying to 
God for him.  
 
6 The night before Herod was to bring him to trial, Peter was sleeping 
between two soldiers, bound with two chains, and sentries stood guard 
at the entrance. 7 Suddenly an angel of the Lord appeared and a light 
shone in the cell. He struck Peter on the side and woke him up. "Quick, 
get up!" he said, and the chains fell off Peter's wrists.  
 
8 Then the angel said to him, "Put on your clothes and sandals." And 
Peter did so. "Wrap your cloak around you and follow me," the angel 
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Prayed Alone  10:9 
Acts 10:9-10 
9 About noon the following day as they were on their 
journey and approaching the city, Peter went up on 
the roof to pray.  

Prayed when you didn’t know what to do.  
Acts 9:11 
11 The Lord told him, "Go to the house of Judas on 
Straight Street and ask for a man from Tarsus named 
Saul, for he is praying. 3 
                                                                                       
told him. 9 Peter followed him out of the prison, but he had no idea that 
what the angel was doing was really happening; he thought he was 
seeing a vision. 10 They passed the first and second guards and came 
to the iron gate leading to the city. It opened for them by itself, and they 
went through it. When they had walked the length of one street, 
suddenly the angel left him.  
 
11 Then Peter came to himself and said, "Now I know without a doubt 
that the Lord sent his angel and rescued me from Herod's clutches and 
from everything the Jewish people were anticipating."  
 
12 When this had dawned on him, he went to the house of Mary the 
mother of John, also called Mark, where many people had gathered and 
were praying. 
 
3 Acts 9:3-12 
3 As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven 
flashed around him. 4 He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to 
him, "Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?"  
 
5 "Who are you, Lord?" Saul asked.  
 
"I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting," he replied. 6 "Now get up and 
go into the city, and you will be told what you must do."  
 
7 The men traveling with Saul stood there speechless; they heard the 
sound but did not see anyone. 8 Saul got up from the ground, but when 
he opened his eyes he could see nothing. So they led him by the hand 
into Damascus. 9 For three days he was blind, and did not eat or drink 
anything.  
 
10 In Damascus there was a disciple named Ananias. The Lord called 
to him in a vision, "Ananias!"  
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Prayed in distress  
Acts 7:59-60 
59 While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, 
"Lord Jesus, receive my spirit." 60 Then he fell on his 
knees and cried out, "Lord, do not hold this sin 
against them." When he had said this, he fell asleep.  

Prayed when they could do nothing else  
Acts 16:25 
25 About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and 
singing hymns to God, and the other prisoners were 
listening to them.  

Prayer is the telling mark of a 
deepening intimacy with God. 

Sign of genuine transformation 
Acts 9:11-12 
11 The Lord told him, "Go to the house of Judas on 
Straight Street and ask for a man from Tarsus named 
Saul, for he is praying.  

Indication of being devout  
Acts 10:1-2 
10:1 At Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, 
a centurion in what was known as the Italian 
Regiment. 2 He and all his family were devout and 
God-fearing; he gave generously to those in need and 
prayed to God regularly.  

                                                                                       
"Yes, Lord," he answered.  
 
11 The Lord told him, "Go to the house of Judas on Straight Street and 
ask for a man from Tarsus named Saul, for he is praying.  
NIV 
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Mark of a church  
Acts 12:12 
12 When this had dawned on him, he went to the 
house of Mary the mother of John, also called Mark, 
where many people had gathered and were praying.  
 

�  If prayer is a reflection of my intimacy with 
God, then it really is one of the missing 
ingredients in my life. 

 
CRACKING THE PRAYER PUZZLE IS 
ESSENTIAL IN OUR LIVES. 
 
Barna reported that 80% of those who prayed 
regularly, found it to be very satisfying.  For most of 
us cracking the prayer puzzle will lead to a deeper 
level of satisfaction in our lives.   
 
Appl:  Ways to begin cracking the Prayer puzzle in 
your life. 

·  Stop making excuses 
·  Realize this will take time 
·  Expected to learn and grow through this new 

sermon series.  We will be going over methods 
and means to help stimulate prayer in our lives. 

·  Take a first step. 
 
New Years Eve Harp and Bowl 
 
 
 


