Experience

Would Tell Us —
Eliphaz

EXPERIENCE ALONE IS NOT
ALWAYS A RELIABLE GUIDE IN
SUFFERING

INTRODUCTION:

Good medicine given to the wrong
patient may be poisonous. This has
been illustrated for us through a
number of hospital tragedies.

ILL. Florida -- Dr. amputated diabetic man's wrong
foot)

Providence, Rl January 27, 2002, "Surgeon
operated on the wrong side of a man's brain.”

Boston Globe June 1, 1996, Saturday, “ A surgeon at
Quincy Hospital who removed the wrong kidney failed
to check X-rays that would have revealed the error.”

Florida State Regulators ordered a hospital here
where doctors amputated the wrong foot of a diabetic
man in February to suspend elective surgery.

Job 4-37 = 3 cycles of speeches

Much sounds correct, and is! Put in on Sem.
classroom chalkboard and it would get and A! But
taken off chalkboard and misapplied it destroys...



Guide to Understanding Job 4-37:  Does God
affirm what they say or merely report it?

Job 42:7 After the LORD had said these things to
Job, he said to Eliphaz the Temanite, "I am angry with
you and your two friends, because you have not
spoken of me what is right, as my servant Job has.

Eliphaz’ Philosophy: You reap what you sow...
Job 4:8

8 As | have observed, those who plow evil and those
who sow trouble reap it.

Biblical: Gal 6:7

7 Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man
reaps what he sows.

*Always sowing, reap what sow, reap more than sow.

*Reverse is not true...All that you reap, you must have
sown.

~|s it true you reap what you sow?
Yes!

I
~Is it the only truth? No!

(ILL.) Does a diabetic man in Florida need to have a
diseased foot removed? Yes. A man in Florida who
had diabetes and a diseased foot, who had it
amputated needed it. NO!

His Argument: Experience . . . but 3 kinds of
experience come up short by themselves



|. Personal Experience is not always

a reliable guide in suffering. (4:7)

Job 4:3-7

3 Think how you have instructed many, how you have
strengthened feeble hands.

4 Your words have supported those who stumbled;
you have strengthened faltering knees.

5 But now trouble comes to you, and you are
discouraged,; it strikes you, and you are dismayed.

6 Should not your piety be your confidence and your
blameless ways your hope?

7 "Consider now: Who, being innocent, has ever
perished?

Where were the upright ever destroyed?

“Think about it Job!” — “When did any one
ever perish when being innocent?"

What is wrong w/ appealing to personal
experience in trying to decide about the
mysteries of suffering?

Is experience wrong? NO! But what is wrong w/ it
alone?

Confines God to a tiny little box that's
dimensions are only as big as the number of
your years and accuracy of your memory.

ii. One of fundamental lessons of book of Job is that
God is free...He is free to be Himself.

*He doesn't fit our boxes...

(ILL.) If find corn growing in your field,
guess what? You planted corn . . . not
necessarily, perhaps need to awaken to
the fact that you are not the only one
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capable of sowing seeds in your field!

Supernatural Experience is not
always a reliable guide in suffering.
(4:12-21)

Is supernatural experience a good thing? YES! The
Bible is full of it. Does God give remarkable

supernatural experiences? Yes...are they alone a
reliable guide for unraveling life's mysteries? NO!

The strange encounter
Job 4:12-16

12 "A word was secretly brought to me, my ears
caught a whisper of it.

13 Amid disquieting dreams in the night, when deep
sleep falls on men, 14 fear and trembling seized me
and made all my bones shake.

15 A spirit glided past my face, and the hair on my
body stood on end. 16 It stopped, but | could not tell
what it was. A form stood before my eyes, and |
heard a hushed voice:

Eliphaz assumes this "visitor" was from
God...but God does not confirm that.

0 Notice the affects upon him...
0 Have upsetting dreams

o0 Voice came..."a spirit" a form, w/o being
distinguishable

o fear and trembling, bones shake

o Spirit glided by my face, hair stood up
on end!



Casper does not exist...something does but its
not “friendly”
The message...

God doesn't trust angels...He sure isn't going
to trust you! (18)

God plucks their life like a bedouin pulling up
camp! (21)
The right response

We need to go back to the word of God...but so often
people are unwilling to.

(ILL.) Man w/ near death experience...but didn't want
to talk about the Bible...

Danger: Satan is an angel of light...servants
masquerade as servants of light

Satan will say “right things” if it can achieve his effect
Temptation of Jesus
Even the demons believe and shudder

Second-hand Experience is not
always a reliable guide in suffering.
(5:27)

Lisa Bonet caused a stir because young
mothers believed her when she went on TV
and complained about what she claimed are
needless vaccinations . ...
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Job 5:27

27 "We have examined this, and it is true. So hear it
and apply it to yourself."

NIV

“Shut up! Listen up! Believe me! I'm the expert!
This is the way it is, period! End of case!”

Job 15:17-19

7 "Listen to me and | will explain to you; let me tell you
what | have seen, 18 what wise men have declared,
hiding nothing received from their fathers 19(to whom
alone the land was given when no alien passed
among them):

Listen “I've talked to 5 other experts and they
say....”

Weigh Down Workshop founder Gwen Shambilin.

She Wrote some excellent discipleship material that
addressed the issues of weight, self esteem and the
Lordship of Christ. Many individuals found great help
through her writings. She fell from grace when she
publicly denounced the

Trinity.

Late great Planet Earth Hal Lindsey

1970 and the book that made Lindsey a prophecy
star, The Late Great Planet Earth: “The most
important sign in Matthew has to be the restoration of
the Jews to the land in the rebirth of Israel. Even the
figure of speech ‘fig tree’ has been a historic symbol
of national Israel. When the Jewish people, after
nearly 2,000 years of exile, under relentless
persecution, became a nation again on 14 May 1948
the ‘fig tree’ put forth its first leaves. Jesus said that
this would indicate that He was ‘at the door,’ ready to
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return. Then He said, ‘Truly | say to you, this
generation will not pass away until all these things
take place’ (Matthew 24:34, NASB). What
generation? Obviously, in context, the generation that
would see the signs—chief among them the rebirth of
Israel. A generation in the Bible is something like forty
years. If this is a correct deduction, then within forty
years or so of 1948, all these things could take place.
Many scholars who have studied Bible prophecy all
their lives believe that this is s0.”2

You do the math: 1948 + 40 = 1988. Seventeen years
have passed.

SUMMARY
So Eliphaz's counsel is this...

Personal, supernatural, educational experience point
to the fact Job that you reap what you sow, and what
you sow you must have reaped...

Therefore, you are suffering because you have
sinned...You need to repent and turn to God...then
God will bless you.

But. . .

EXPERIENCE ALONE IS NOT
ALWAYS A RELIABLE GUIDE IN
SUFFERING

CHALLENGE

Betsy Lehman was a health columnist for the Boston
Globe since1982. Had covered all areas of medical
world. Diagnosed w/advanced breast cancer.
Researched her options. Opted for experimental
treatment offered at Dana-Farber Cancer Institute.

Tragically, the 39 year old mother of two died in
December. But she did not die of her disease. A



simple miscalculation about the dosage of the
medicine she was to receive was made. 4 times the
amount of medication was given to her...the result
was death. What was designed to help her, killed her.
What had the qualities she needed to take in for
health, in massive dosages, mis-applied killed her.

The same tragic error can happen with applications of
the truth.

Have you over simplified someone’s problems
with easy answers? Do you need to seek
forgiveness from them?

Have you over simplified God, assumed you
had Him all figured out? Do you need to
confess?

Have you ever trusted experience over His
word? Do you need to plead guilty and submit
to His truth?

Where is God when Life Hurts? Eliphaz would say
the answer is found in experience. He was wrong.



