Elihu, Job 32 — 37

INTRODUCTION
God has passed me by.

You know the look of despair, you’ve seen them on
the streets of our cities, you’'ve seen them sitting at a
cross walk with a sign that says hungry, homeless.
Dirty clothes, body odor, sores. You've passed them
by. Their watery eyes are filled with emptiness,
loneliness, and if you dare to look into them through
their pain they take to a soul that cries out, “God, Why
have you passed me by.”

You seen others like them, their glassy eyes stare at
bottle. Their names are listed among the obituaries of
dead relationships, the dissolutions and divorces.
They a sit chairs in clean rooms, sanitized and nursed
but separated from all human interaction. They sit at
home alone in the darkness waiting for the cancer
cells to finish their struggle.

Like so many others, etched upon their faces, “God
has passed me by.”

Count among their number a man who has lost
everything, 7 sons, once strong and vital now dead
and gone. Three daughters never to bear children,
gone. Limbs once strong now weak and frail, a body
once powerful now control by pain.



Hear sits Job and etched upon his heart the question,
why has God passed me by.

Enter Elihu

WHEN WE ARE FEELING ABANDONED BY
GOD, WE NEED A VOICE TO REMIND US OF
WHO HE IS REALLY LIKE.

Elihu in all his enthusiasm and brashness marks a
significant turning point for Job. Elihu leads Job to
examine how he might be misunderstanding the
character of God. Job listens to the charges without
being defensive. It ultimately opens the door for Job
to hear from God in the darkness.

It is possible for even a man in a right relation with
God to misunderstand his character. What we
believe his character to be leads us to how we feel
about him—sometimes it leads us to the wrong
conclusion.

ILL: Let me with you the following obituary
announcement: (SLIDE)

He was considered a goodwill ambassador to all
nations. He has faithfully represented the values of
the company in which he was associated for decades.

He died of a yeast infection and complications from
severe chronic abdominal pain. He was 71.

He lived his life much kneaded. He rose quickly in
show business, but his later life was filled with
turnovers. Some said He wasn't always a very
"smart" cookie, wasting much of his dough on half-
baked schemes. But despite being a little flaky at
times, he was considered a roll model for millions.



The gravesite was piled high with flours. The funeral
was held at 3:50 for about twenty minutes.

Did you recognize him. You all know him. But today
did you recognize his character.

The icon--The Pillsbury Doughboy.

T.S. Sometimes what we think we know about
someone doesn't line up with reality. Job is going to
go through a character crisis with God. He is going to
remind Job of what the character of God is really like.

. Enter Elihu

A. He is angry because Job doesn’t
defend God, and that his other three
friends don’t refute him.

Job 32:2-3

2 But Elihu son of Barakel the Buzite, of the family of
Ram, became very angry with Job for justifying
himself rather than God. 3 He was also angry with the
three friends, because they had found no way to
refute Job, and yet had condemned him.

B. He is young and brash.

Job 32:4-5

4 Now Elihu had waited before speaking to Job
because they were older than he. 5 But when he saw
that the three men had nothing more to say, his anger
was aroused.



Spends a long time introducing himself.
(32:6-33:7)

He brings God into the picture ...others had
spoken of God from their theol. system...not from
personal encounter with God.

Job 32:6-9

"l am young in years, and you are old; that is why |
was fearful,

not daring to tell you what | know.

7 1 thought, 'Age should speak; advanced years
should teach wisdom.’

8 But it is the spirit in a man, the breath of the
Almighty, that gives him understanding.

9 It is not only the old who are wise, not only the aged
who understand what is right.

WHEN WE ARE FEELING ABANDONED BY
GOD, WE NEED A VOICE TO REMIND US OF
WHO HE IS REALLY LIKE.

ll. Pitfalls that separate us from God
In our crisis.

A. 1st Charge — Claiming that you
have a right relationship with him yet
feeling free to accuse God. 33:8-11

Job 33:8-11

8 "But you have said in my hearing-
| heard the very words-

9'l am pure and without sin;

| am clean and free from guilt.

10 Yet God has found fault with me;



he considers me his enemy.
11 He fastens my feet in shackles;
he keeps close watch on all my paths." NIV

lIl: What's wrong with this picture? | say | have a
loving relationship my wife, but in public a call her
names, demean her, tell nothing but the worst stories
about her. At Christmas, | ignore her, | forget her
birthday, but I insist that | love her.

What would you begin to question?

Appl: When we feel free to accuse God, we should
be questioning our relationship with him?

B. 2nd Charge -- Declaring that God
has not answered prayer when you
have limited what the answer should
be. 33:12-22

Job 33:12-14

12 "But | tell you, in this you are not right,

for God is greater than man.

13 Why do you complain to him

that he answers none of man's words?

14 For God does speak-now one way, now another-
though man may not perceive it.

NIV

lll: Have you ever noticed how easy life would be if
God would just answer all our prayers the way we ask
him too.

Elihu points out that we are quick to assume that God
doesn’t answer prayers when in fact we may to simply
perceive how he is answering prayers.



Appl: When we feel free to declare God doesn't
answer our prayers in may be because we have
limited what answer we want in our crisis.

C. 3rd Charge -- Saying God perverts
justice because he does not reward
you on your terms. Job 34:5-6

1. The Charge

Job 34:5-6

5 "Job says, 'l am innocent,

but God denies me justice.

6 Although | am right,

| am considered a liar;

although | am guiltless,

his arrow inflicts an incurable wound.'
NIV

2. God treats everyone justly

Job 34:10-15

10 "So listen to me, you men of understanding.
Far be it from God to do evil,

from the Almighty to do wrong.

11 He repays a man for what he has done;

he brings upon him what his conduct deserves.
12 It is unthinkable that God would do wrong,
that the Almighty would pervert justice.

13 Who appointed him over the earth?

Who put him in charge of the whole world?

14 If it were his intention

and he withdrew his spirit and breath,

15 all mankind would perish together

and man would return to the dust.

NIV



3. To think otherwise is rebellion,
wicked.

Job 34:34-37

34 "Men of understanding declare,

wise men who hear me say to me,

35'Job speaks without knowledge;

his words lack insight.’

36 Oh, that Job might be tested to the utmost
for answering like a wicked man!

37 To his sin he adds rebellion;

scornfully he claps his hands among us

and multiplies his words against God."

NIV

Appl: When we feel free to question God justice
because we feel we deserve something else we
separate ourselves from him.

D. 4th Charge — Questioning the merit
of Serving God because of our life
circumstances. 35:1-3

We expect God to clear us, to vindicate us, while at
the same time questioning if it has been worth it
serving him.

Job 35:1-3
35:1 Then Elihu said:

2 "Do you think this is just?

You say, 'l will be cleared by God.'

3 Yet you ask him, 'What profit is it to me,
and what do | gain by not sinning?'

NIV



We falsely assume that our circumstances should be
good because we have served God. What do we
assume when we sin?

Job 35:5-11

5 Look up at the heavens and see;

gaze at the clouds so high above you.

6 If you sin, how does that affect him?

If your sins are many, what does that do to him?

7 If you are righteous, what do you give to him,

or what does he receive from your hand?

8 Your wickedness affects only a man like yourself,
and your righteousness only the sons of men.

9 "Men cry out under a load of oppression;

they plead for relief from the arm of the powerful.

10 But no one says, 'Where is God my Maker,

who gives songs in the night,

11 who teaches more to us than to the beasts of the
earth

and makes us wiser than the birds of the air?’

NIV

Appl: Do you tend to think you deserve good
circumstances because you serve God? What do you
deserve for all the times you fail him?

E. 5th Charge — Assuming that God is
doing nothing, when is always at
work in everyone. 36:2

Job 36:2

2 "Bear with me a little longer and | will show you
that there is more to be said in God's behalf.

NIV



You say he isn't at work, he always is, working at
drawing the wicked to himself through repentance.

Job 36:5-11

5 "God is mighty, but does not despise men;
he is mighty, and firm in his purpose.

6 He does not keep the wicked alive

but gives the afflicted their rights.

7 He does not take his eyes off the righteous;
he enthrones them with kings

and exalts them forever.

8 But if men are bound in chains,

held fast by cords of affliction,

9 he tells them what they have done-

that they have sinned arrogantly.

10 He makes them listen to correction

and commands them to repent of their evil.
11 If they obey and serve him,

they will spend the rest of their days in prosperity
and their years in contentment.

NIV

Appl: We separate ourselves from God when we
forget that his greatest work is not making our lives
comfortable but redeeming humankind to himself.

SUMMARY
In the Darkness it is easy to fall in to the trap of
believing that God has passed us by.
WHEN WE ARE FEELING ABANDONED BY
GOD, WE NEED A VOICE TO REMIND US OF
WHO HE IS REALLY LIKE.
When tat occurs we have separated ourselves form
God in our crisis.

CHALLENGE



Have you forgotten what God is really like? Have you
fallen prey to one of the pitfalls that separate him from
us in the darkness?

Claiming that you have a right relationship with
him yet feeling free to accuse God.

Declaring that God has not answered prayer when
you have limited what the answer should be.
Saying God perverts justice because he does not
reward you on your terms.

Questioning the merit of Serving God because of
our life circumstances.

Assuming that God is doing nothing, when is
always at work in everyone.

If so is it time for you to cry out again to the God of

Glory who can be known as he truly is even in the
darkness.
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